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“Veterans United” 
 

Post Officers 
  Commander— Ray Travis 

  Sr. Vice-Commander— Frank Mampreian 
  Jr. Vice-Commander— Mike Rennewanz 

  Quartermaster— Bob Reichert 
 

Post Answering Machine 
630-910-1578 

 

This Award Winning Newsletter is written for ALL members of VFW 
Post 1578.  If you have an article or any worthy event that you wish to 
share please call us or email us at woodridgevfw@gmail.com, or 
mail it to:  
 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 
P.O. Box 8219   Woodridge, IL 60517 

 

Visit Us On-Line 
 

www.woodridgevfw.net 
 

Post 1578 is a 501(c)(19) 
 

Next Post Meeting 
 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, May 22nd,  
at 7:30 pm at Shanahan’s, 1999 W. 75th Street, Woodridge, IL 
60517.  Plan to attend!  All Eligi-
ble Veterans are Welcome!! 
 

Meet and Greet at 7:00 pm 
“Safety Meeting”  9:00 until 10:30 pm  

 
 

Visit us      Like us          on  
 

Woodridge  
VFW 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 was chartered on November 8, 1983 with 33 original mem-
bers.  Today we are in our 34th year of community service to 
the people and Village of 
Woodridge.  Post 1578 is a 
proud sponsor of:   
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A Map Inside The Cards 
 

Submitted by  
Comrade John Sucansky 

 

So when was it made, and 
what was it used for? 

 

During World War II, The United States Playing 
Card Company joined forces with American and 
British intelligence agencies to create a very spe-
cial deck of cards. This deck was specifically cre-
ated to help allied prisoners of war escape from 
German POW camps. 
 

This deck of cards became known as the “Map 
Deck.” It was made by hiding maps of top-secret 
escape routes between the two paper layers that 
make up all modern playing cards. When soaked 
in water, these decks could be peeled apart to 
reveal hidden maps that allowed escaping pris-
oners to find their way to safety. 

Due to the nature of the war and the prosecution 
of war crimes thereafter, the map decks re-
mained a closely guarded secret for many years 
after the war ended. The secrecy surrounding 
them was so high, that no one really knows how 
many were produced or how many have sur-
vived. 
 

There is said a deck to be in a private collection. 
It’s possible that this is the only surviving exam-
ple. The card shown in the picture here is a lim-
ited-edition reproduction made in April of 1990. 

VFW BUDDY POPPY DAYS 
 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 will hold its 
annual BUDDY POPPY DAYS drive on Friday, 
May 18th, and Saturday, May 19th. 
 

We will be on the corner of 75th and Lemont on 
Friday and on the corner of 75th and Janes on 
Saturday.  We will also be at the Jewel and 
Walgreens both days. 
 

Funds collected by selling Poppies can be used 
only for the following purposes: 
 

For the aid, assistance, relief, and comfort of 
needy or disabled veterans or members of 
the Armed Forces and their dependents, 
and the widows and orphans of deceased 
veterans.  

For the maintenance and expansion of the 
VFW National Home and other facilities 
devoted exclusively to the benefit and wel-
fare of the dependents, widows, and or-
phans of disabled, needy, or deceased 
veterans or members of the Armed Forces.  

For necessary expenses in providing enter-
tainment, care, and assistance to hospital-
ized veterans or members of the Armed 
Forces.  

For veterans' rehabilitation, welfare, and ser-
vice work.  

To perpetuate the memory of deceased veter-
ans and members of the Armed Forces, 
and to comfort survivors.  

 

Buying a Buddy Poppy and helping the VFW 
continues to benefit needy veterans today, just 
as it has for so many years. To date, the VFW 
has sold over one billion Buddy Poppies. As long 
as Americans continue to spill their blood in de-
fense of freedom, sales of these blood-red pop-
pies will undoubtedly continue strong. 
 

For more  
information 
please  
contact 
Woodridge 
VFW at 630- 
910-1578 or 
visit our  
website at 
woodridgevfw.net. 
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ter. 
 

His full name:  Eddie Ricken-
backer.   He was a famous  
hero in World War I, and then 
he was an instructor in WWII. 
On one of his flying missions 
across the Pacific, he and his 7
-member crew went down. Mi-
raculously, all of the men sur-
vived, crawled out of their plane, and climbed in-
to a life raft. 
 

Captain Rickenbacker and his crew floated for 
days on the rough waters of the Pacific. They 
fought the sun. They fought sharks. Most of all, 
they fought hunger and thirst. By the eighth day 
their rations ran out. No food. No water. They 
were hundreds of miles from land and no one 
knew where they were or even if they were alive. 
  

Every day across America millions wondered 
and prayed that Eddie Rickenbacker might 
somehow be found alive. 
  

The men adrift needed a miracle. That afternoon 
they had a simple devotional service and prayed 
for a miracle. 
  

They tried to nap. Eddie leaned back and pulled 
his military cap over his nose. Time dragged on. 
All he could hear was the slap of the waves 
against the raft...suddenly Eddie felt something 
land on the top of his cap.  It was a seagull! 

 

Old Ed would later de-
scribe how he sat perfect-
ly still, planning his next 
move. With a flash of his 
hand and a squawk from 
the gull, he managed to 

grab it and wring its neck. He tore the feathers 
off, and he and his starving crew made a meal of 
it - a very slight meal for eight men. Then they 
used the intestines for bait. With it, they caught 
fish, which gave them food and more bait...and 
the cycle continued. With that simple survival 
technique, they were able to endure the rigors of 
the sea until they were  found and rescued after 
24 days at sea. 
  

Eddie Rickenbacker lived many years beyond 
that ordeal, but he never forgot the sacrifice of 
that first life-saving seagull... And he never 
stopped saying, 'Thank you.' That's why almost 

The Old Man and a Bucket of Shrimp 
 

Some of you may not be familiar with this amazing story...... 
   submitted by Post Comrade Frank Buday 

 

This is a wonderful story and it is true. You will 
be glad that you read it, and I hope you will pass 
it on. 
 

It happened every Friday evening, almost without 
fail, when the sun resembled a giant orange and 
was starting to dip into the blue ocean. 
 

Old Ed came strolling along the beach to his fa-
vorite pier. 
 

Clutched in his bony hand was a bucket of 
shrimp. Ed walks out to the end of the pier, 
where it seems he almost has the world to him-
self. The glow of the sun is a golden bronze now. 
 

Before long, however, he is no longer alone. Up 
in the sky a thousand white dots come screech-
ing and squawking, winging their way toward that 
lanky frame standing there on the end of the pier. 
 

Before long, dozens of seagulls have enveloped 
him, their wings fluttering and flapping wildly. Ed 
stands there tossing shrimp to the hungry birds. 
As he does, if you listen closely, you can hear 
him say with a smile, 'Thank you. Thank you.' 
  

In a few short minutes the bucket is empty. But 
Ed doesn't leave. He stands there lost in thought, 
as though transported to another time and place. 
  

When he finally turns around and begins to walk 
back toward the beach, a few of the birds hop 
along the pier with him until he gets to the stairs, 
and then they, too, fly away. And old Ed quietly 
makes his way down to the end of the beach and 
on home. 
  

If you were sitting there on the pier with your fish-
ing line in the water, Ed might seem like  'a funny 
old duck,' as my dad used to say. Or, to onlook-
ers, he's just another old codger, lost in his own 
weird world, feeding  the seagulls with a bucket 
full of shrimp. 
  

To the onlooker, rituals can look either very 
strange or very empty. They can seem altogether 
unimportant ...maybe even a lot of nonsense. 
 

Old folks often do strange things, at least in the 
eyes of Boomers and Busters. 
 

Most of them would probably write Old Ed off ... 
That's too bad. They'd do well to know him bet-
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MEMORIAL DAY PARADE 
AND SERVICE 

 

Woodridge VFW Post 1578, along 
with the Lisle/Woodridge Fire De-
partment, will sponsor the annual    
Memorial Day parade on Monday, 

May 29th, beginning at 9:00 am.  The VFW in-
vites ALL VETERANS, regardless of branch of 
service, age, or duty, to join and march along.   
 

The parade will line up at Fire Station 2 (75th 
Street and Woodridge Drive) at 8:30 am and will 
proceed north on Woodridge Drive, then east on 
Center Drive to Memorial Park. The parade will 
be silent and solemn.  The District 68 Marching 
Band Drumline will provide a cadence.  Many 
Color Guards will be present. 
 

The VFW will then have a Memorial Day Service.  
The public is invited to attend. 
 

Memorial Day is not a day of celebration, as if it 
were the Fourth of July, although our national 
colors have had a prominent place in its ob-
servance since the Civil War.  
 

The distinction has to do with what we are cele-
brating --not a glorious beginning but an honora-
ble end--an end which, whether it were heroic or 
not, should be observed and remembered with 
solemnity and reverence.  Memorial Day is a day 
we dedicate to the dead--to remember those who 
fell in defense of this country and the ideals 
which this country stands for.  
 

War should not be the occupation of humankind.  
To ensure that it is not, to ensure that it does not 
touch every household and every living being, 
some have forfeited their lives.    They did not 
choose to die for us.  Instead, they chose, or 
were sometimes required, to live in a manner 
which brought them in harm's way, and to that 
harm they fell.    
 

Our task is not to validate the sacrifice but to 
acknowledge it, to remember that it was made.  
And if any validation is necessary, it is for we the 
living to prove that we are worthy of the sacrifice 
through dedication toward the peace that was 
purchased by these honored dead. 
 

For more information, contact the VFW at 910-
1578 or visit our website at 
www.woodridgevfw.net. 

every Friday night he would walk  to the end of 
the pier with a bucket full of shrimp and a heart 
full of gratitude. 
 

PS: Eddie Rickenbacker was the founder of 
Eastern Airlines. Before WWI he was race car 
driver. In WWI he was a pilot and became Ameri-
ca's first ace. In WWII he was an instructor and 

military adviser, and he flew missions with the 
combat pilots. Eddie Rickenbacker is a true 
American hero. And now you know another story 
about the trials and sacrifices that brave men 
have endured for your freedom. 
  

We chose to pass it on. It is a great story that 
many don't know.  You've got to be careful with 
old guys; you just never know what they have 
done during their lifetime. 
 

Reference: (Max Lucado, "In The Eye of the Storm", pp..221, 225
-226) 
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 Flag Day is Coming Soon 
 

Thank you for your show of Patriotism.  Thank 
you for flying your American Flag.  Remember 
when your flag becomes worn out or tattered, 
there is a flag disposal unit in the Village Police 
Department/Public Works building in Town Cen-
ter.  Just place your flag in the old Mail Box that 
is painted like an American Flag.  Woodridge 
VFW along with the Lisle/Woodridge Fire District 
will properly retire it on Flag Day, June 14th. 

 

We collected 98 American 
Flags of all sizes last Satur-
day at the Rotary Club Re-
cycle Extravaganza which 
was organized at Cypress 
Cove.  Those and all the 

others we collect from the Village container will 
be formally cut into pieces and then burned on 
June 14th at our Flag Retirement Ceremony.  
Comrade John Sucansky properly stores all col-
lected American 
Flags throughout 
the year. 
 

President Wood-
row Wilson issued 
a proclamation 
calling for a na-
tionwide observance of Flag Day event on June 
14, 1916, however, Flag Day did not become of-
ficial until August 1949, when President Harry 
Truman signed the legislation and proclaimed 
June 14 as Flag Day.  
 

The American flag, also nicknamed as “Old Glo-
ry” or “star-spangled banner”, has changed de-
signs over the centuries. It consists of 13 equal 
horizontal stripes of red (top and bottom) alter-
nating with white, with a blue rectangle in the 
canton bearing 50 small, white, five-pointed 
stars.  

Each of the 50 
stars repre-
sents one of 
the 50 states 
in the United 
States and the 
13 stripes rep-
resent the 
original 13 

colonies that became the first states in the Un-
ion. 

HEART OF A 
VETERAN  

 

Heart of a Veteran 
is a local organi-
zation who has 
applied for tax ex-
empt status, and 
hope to have their 
501(c)(3) status 
soon.  HOAV is 

headquartered in Naperville, IL. HOAV started in 
2015 as a book written by 10 veterans; and is the 
brain child of local small business owner, Jordan 
Holwell of Higher Energy Massage Therapy. She 
supports the veteran community through low/no 
cost massage to help with the effects of PTSD 
and TBI.  
 

Hearing her client’s stories of their time in service 
and how their lives have been impacted, she 
asked some veterans if they would be willing to 
tell their stories, each one jumped on board and 
the book Heart of a Veteran was born. The book 
gained national attention and the authors of the 
book, are not only some of Illinois’ very own, but 
are veterans from all over the United States. Af-
ter the release of the book, Jordan asked the 
question, “where do we go from here?” The an-
swer, “use your talents to open a holistic well-
ness center for veterans and their caregivers”. 
 

HOAV’s mission is to help veterans and their 
caregivers through holistic and alternative health 
options, reach their health goals.  They offer 
massage, acupuncture, chiropractic care, talk 
therapy, meditation, art/music therapy, and so 
much more. 
 

Post 1578 past Commander Don Curby is serv-
ing on the board of directors as 
Vice Chair.  Fund raising efforts 
and a search for office space are 
underway.  HOAV’s first fund-
raiser is Saturday June 2nd from 
12:00 – 5:00pm at Plainfield 
American Legion Marne Post 13.  
There will be live music, BBQ, 
horseshoe tournament and many raffle items.   
 

Tickets are $15 for Veterans, $20 for civilians 
($25 at the door).  Tickets available on-line at 
https://www.eventbrite.com/myevent?
eid=43514127928 

https://www.eventbrite.com/myevent?eid=43514127928
https://www.eventbrite.com/myevent?eid=43514127928
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Anyone can nominate an Illinois veteran. For information and to download the nomination details 
and forms go to www.illinois.gov/veterans . 

http://www.illinois.gov/veterans

