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“Veterans United” 
 

Post Officers 
  Commander— Ray Travis 

  Sr. Vice-Commander— Frank Mampreian 
  Jr. Vice-Commander— Mike Rennewanz 

  Quartermaster— Bob Reichert 
 

Post Answering Machine 
630-910-1578 

 

This Award Winning Newsletter is written for ALL members of VFW 
Post 1578.  If you have an article or any worthy event that you wish to 
share please call us or email us at woodridgevfw@gmail.com, or 
mail it to:  
 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 
P.O. Box 8219   Woodridge, IL 60517 

 

Visit Us On-Line 
 

www.woodridgevfw.net 
 

Post 1578 is a 501(c)(19) 
 

Next Post Meeting 
 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, July 24th,  
at 7:30 pm at Shanahan’s, 1999 W. 75th Street, Woodridge, IL 
60517.  Plan to attend!  All Eligi-
ble Veterans are Welcome!! 
 

Meet and Greet at 7:00 pm 
“Safety Meeting”  9:00 until 10:30 pm  

 
 

Visit us      Like us          on  
 

Woodridge  
VFW 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 was chartered on November 8, 1983 with 33 original mem-
bers.  Today we are in our 34th year of community service to 
the people and Village of 
Woodridge.  Post 1578 is a 
proud sponsor of:   



VETERAN  VIEWS PAGE   2   VOLUME 17,  I SSUE   7  

Woodridge Police Office of the Year 
 

On Tuesday, June 26th, our Post formerly recog-
nized Police Officer Jim Guerra as the Officer of 
the Year.   
 

Police Chief, Brian 
Cunningham intro-
duced Jim saying, 
“Jim was chosen as 
Officer of the year by 
the VFW and the 
ranks of the 
Woodridge Police 
Department for his 
commitment to safety and passion for sharing his 
knowledge.   Over the past year and during his 
career, Jim has been a model leader who truly 
cares about his co-workers and the communi-
ty.  As the Police Chief, I’m so proud that Jim has 
received this recognition from the members of 
the VFW-Each one of you are the true heroes 
and deserve our unending gratitude.” 
 

What makes this year’s award extra special is 
the fact that Jim is a member of Woodridge 
VFW! 
 

Jim’s Military background:  Branch: USMC 
Dates: 1992 – 2011 
Locations: Four total deployments, three in direct 
combat operations: Al-Anbar Providence, Iraq 
(2004, 2007-2008) and Helmand Providence, Af-
ghanistan (2010-2011) 
 

Specialties: Infantry Rifleman - Infantry Platoon 
Sergeant - Staff Sergeant. Also served in billets 
as a Scout-Sniper - Scout-Sniper Platoon Ser-
geant - Foreign Military Advisor - Foreign Military 
Advisor Team Leader - Gunnery Sergeant 
 

Quote: “The military instilled many traits and val-
ues which I have been able to carry over into my 
employment as a police officer and SWAT opera-
tor – specifically building an unbeatable spirit." 
 

Another unique thing about this award for Jim is 
that another member of our Post, George 
Strejeck, was his High School Science teacher!  
George had this to add, “I taught at Holy Trinity 
High School from 1988-1994. I left that year for a 
position at a public high school. I worked with 
many excellent teachers at Trinity: Br. Phil Smith, 
Rita Joras, and Dennis Marek. 
 

Jim Guerra was one of my students. He was a 

good student quiet 
and attentive in class. 
Jim reminded me of 
an incident that did 
not go according to 
plan. I was a part time 
technical writer at Ar-
gonne National Lab 
for a number of years.  
One day I secured 
some liquid nitrogen 
and soaked a tennis ball in it. I threw it at a 
wooden cabinet door and it cracked the plywood 
panel. The ball was supposed to shatter. Jim re-
minded me of this incident.  
 

After High school Jim 
joined the Marine 
Corps and served in 
combat in Iraq. He 
retired with the rank 
of Gunnery Sergeant. 
 

Jim has served his 
country and commu-
nity with honor and 
distinction. I take 
pride in honoring him 
today with this well-
deserved award and 
wish him continued success with his career.” 

Senior Vice Commander, Frank Mampreian, 
presents the Woodridge Police Officer of the 
Year to Officer and VFW Member, Jim Guerra! 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/USMC/106275189411437?fref=mentions
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National Archives in St. Louis was able to con-
firm his service, leading the Army to amend its 
records. 
 

“When I was growing 
up, my father never 
spoke of his military 
service because it was 
too painful,” Lane said 
in a statement. “In 
2001, I found a photo of his graduation from of-
ficer candidate school, and he told me to throw it 
away because it meant nothing. 
 

“Now he is on cloud nine — he never, ever 
thought he would see this day. For me, this is 
proof that we are privileged to live in a country 
where injustice can be rectified,” she added. 
 

Bennett P. Lomax 
served as master of 
ceremonies, which 
included the certifi-
cate presentation 
from Casey, the oath 
of office delivered by 
General John P. 
Jumper, color guards 
from the Sons of the 
Revolution and Sons 
of the American Revolution and a quilt of valor 
presentation by the American Legion. 
 

James, who turned 98 on June 15, descends 
from a long line of men who served in the mili-
tary. His great-great-great grandfather served as 
a sergeant and was at the Valley Forge encamp-
ment in 1777 during the American Revolution. 
 

And, on the last Friday of June 2018, Second 
Lieutenant John Edward James Jr. received his 
first salute. 
 

In many ways, James is the story of African-
American patriotism – its noble honors and 
crushing disappointments. After two centuries of 
public service, the family is sending another gen-
eration into the field: James’ grand-nephew is 
now enlisted in the Army. 
 

General Jumper, a former Vietnam fighter pilot, 
who is now the museum’s board chair and acting 
interim president, said, “One of America’s great-
est attributes is an ability to correct its mistakes, 
even if it’s long after the fact.” 

Army gives 98-year-old Veteran His Due 
  

In 1942 as World War II deepened, John Ed-
ward James Jr. was denied his commission as 
a second lieutenant because of the color of his 
skin. More than 76 years later, the U.S. govern-
ment finally made amends. 

 

James, 98, officially received 
his Army commission on Fri-
day, June 29, 2018, at a cere-
mony with more than 100 
guests at the Museum of the 
American Revolution. 
 

“Today, we are delayed by 
some 76 years, but I am hum-
bled and honored to present 

John with his commission certificate and officially 
recognizing him as Second Lieutenant.” said 
U.S. Sen. Bob Casey (D-Pa.), who helped to ap-
peal James’ case. “That was a recognition de-
nied many years ago.” 
 

Born in Johnstown, Pa., in 1920, James was 
drafted into the U.S. Army in 1941. He went on to 
serve in five campaigns overseas and received 
numerous medals. 
 

In 1942, James completed officer candidate 
training at The Infantry School at Fort Benning, 
Ga., but was denied his commission as a second 
lieutenant because it would have put him in 
charge of white officers. 
 

James spent the war as a corporal, 
serving as a typist with a quartermas-
ter battalion supplying front-line com-
bat units in North Africa and Italy for 
three years. He was part of several key 
moments of the war, including the Bat-
tle of Salerno and the Battle of Monte 
Cassino. 
 

In 2015, Marion Lane, his daughter and a board 
member of the Museum of the American Revolu-
tion, began appealing to the U.S. Army to James’ 
service records. 
 

Her appeal was denied because James’ official 
military personnel records along with more than 
16 million other Army and Air Force files had 
been destroyed in a 1973 fire at the National 
Personnel Records Center. 
 

Through a three-year effort by Casey’s office, the 

John Edward James Jr. is pinned 
with the rank of second lieutenant by 
his daughters Brenda Roberta Watts 
(left) and Dr. Marion Teresa Lane.  



VETERAN  VIEWS PAGE   4   VOLUME 17,  I SSUE   7  

Bank Restores Stolen Funds to 112-year-old 
Texas WWII Veteran 

 

New York Daily News - 5 Jul 2018 By Megan Cerullo 
 

Article submitted by Comrade Mike Rennewanz 
 

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Bank of America has 
credited the account of a Texas resident who is 
believed to be the oldest man in the U.S. after 
his family reported that thieves had stolen his 
identity and drained the account. 

 

Richard Overton's 
family said Social 
Security and bank 
account numbers 
for the 112-year-old 
Austin man were 
used to make sev-
en withdrawals 
over the past sev-
eral months. The 
family filed a police 
report Friday . 
 

 
Cousin Volma Overton said the family was 
shocked when the bank asked them to come in 
and sign for the restored funds. He declined to 
say how much money was stolen, but said it was 
a "significant amount." 
 

"Man, I teared up," Volma Overton said. "I could-
n't believe it. They made it happen. The execu-
tive of the company said he'd take care of this, 
and he took care of it." 
 

Bank spokeswoman Colleen Haggerty said the 
bank is investigating and the family said Austin 
police and federal authorities are also looking 
into it. 
 

"Everyone wants to get to the bottom of this. I 
don't think it's going to be long before we know," 
Volma Overton said. 
 

The money was separate from a 2015 online 
campaign that raised more than $300,000 to pro-
vide for Richard Overton around-the-clock, in-
home care. He is the nation's oldest World War II 
veteran and was at Pearl Harbor just after the 
Japanese attack. 
 
 

Richard Overton  

Woodridge VFW Commander Attends State 
Convention 

 

All-American Woodridge VFW Commander Ray 
Travis was excited to attend the 97th Illinois 
VFW State Convention in Springfield, June 14 - 
17, taking advantage of the opportunity to meet 
up with Governor and Mrs. Rauner.  He thanked 
them both for attending our State Convention 
and especially Mrs. Rauner for renovating the 
long overdue executive state mansion for public 
viewing again. 
 

Attending the 
state VFW con-
vention gives our 
comrades the 
opportunity to 
keep up-to-date 
with the current 
information on 
veteran’s mem-
bership, service 
officer seminars, 
legal rights for 
veterans, and to generally get to know comrades 
from different posts thru-out the state. 
 

While state nominations and campaigning takes 
place, comrades realize and appreciate all the 
talent out there that our VFW organization has; 
then business meetings during the day and hos-
pitality for all to enjoy during the evening, along 
with lots of safety meetings! 
 

Our 2018-2019 Department elected Officers are: 
 

Don Boyer - Commander 
Bradly Gould - Senior Vice Commander 
Laurie Emmer - Junior Vice Commander 
Michael DeRoss - Adjutant Quartermaster 
Reverend Donald Meeks - Chaplain 
C. Victor Smith - Judge Advocate 
Nina Petru - Department Surgeon 

 

Both Laurie Emmer and 
Nina Petru are from our 
own 19th District.  Laurie 
is a life member of Syca-
more Post 5768 and Ni-
na is a life member of 
Naperville Judd Kendal 
Post 3873. 
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