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“Veterans United” 
 

Post Officers 
  Commander— Ray Travis 

  Sr. Vice-Commander— Frank Mampreian 
  Jr. Vice-Commander— Mike Rennewanz 

  Quartermaster— Bob Reichert 
 

Post Answering Machine 
630-910-1578 

 

This Award Winning Newsletter is written for ALL members of VFW 
Post 1578.  If you have an article or any worthy event that you wish to 
share please call us or email us at woodridgevfw@gmail.com, or 
mail it to:  
 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 
P.O. Box 8219   Woodridge, IL 60517 

 

Visit Us On-Line 
 

www.woodridgevfw.net 
 

Post 1578 is a 501(c)(19) 
 

Next Post Meeting 
 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, September 
25th,  at 7:30 pm at Shanahan’s, 1999 W. 75th Street, Woodridge, 
IL 60517.  Plan to attend!  All Eli-
gible Veterans are Welcome!! 
 

Meet and Greet at 7:00 pm 
“Safety Meeting”  9:00 until 10:30 pm  

 
 

Visit us      Like us          on  
 

Woodridge  
VFW 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 was chartered on November 8, 
1983 with 33 original members.  Today we are in our 34th year of 
community service to the people and Village of Woodridge.  
Post 1578 is a proud sponsor of:   
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The Passing of Jim Volpe 
 

VFW Post 1578 is deeply saddened to announce 
the passing of one of our WWII Veterans and 
Charter Member. 
 

Jim "Jimmie" Volpe, 92, of Woodridge, passed 
away on Tuesday, August 21, 2018. Beloved 
husband of the late Marilyn A. Volpe nee Julian; 
loving father of James (Tricia) Volpe, Juliann 
(Carl Meyer fiancé) Pearson, Jennifer (Spencer) 
Gulley, Rosaria Volpe and the late Janet Pollett; 
dear grandfather of Nicole, Trevor, Billy, Macken-
zie and James "Connor"; brother of Rose Brogni 
and the late Nicholas, Lucy, Joseph, Martha and 
Michael; uncle of many nieces and nephews. 
Jimmie was a WWII Navy Veteran and served on 
the U.S.S. Purdy as a Gunners Mate Third 
Class. He was also one of the top Bass Guitar-
ists in the Chicago area in the 60's, 70's and 
80's. Services and interment were private.   
 

Jim was a charter member of Post 1578 when it 
began on November 8th, 1983. 

USS PURDY 
 

World War II 
Following the shakedown off Bermuda and oper-
ations in the Caribbean, Purdy departed Trini-
dad, 7 February 1945 for San Diego, whence 
she steamed west arriving at Leyte 17 March to 
rehearse the invasion of Okinawa. Ten days later 
she sailed with TU 51.13.2 for Okinawa. Screen-
ing the transports of the Southern Attack Force 
en route, she arrived 1 April and assumed radar 
picket station duty off that last Japanese bastion. 
 

Pictures of Jim were not available at the time 
of this newsletter print.  

Vietnam demands Monsanto compensate 
Agent Orange victims after  
US cancer ruling precedent 

 

Published time: 25 Aug, 2018 by Russia Today 
Submitted by Post Member Mike Rennewanz 

 

Following the unprecedented $289 million dollar 
verdict against Monsanto in California, Hanoi is 
seeking justice for victims of exposure to the 
Agent Orange – the notorious chemical the firm 
supplied to the US military during the Vietnam 
War. 

 

After a San 
Francisco jury 
proved Mon-
santo not in-
vincible and 
ordered the 
chemical giant 
to pay $289 

million dollars to a school worker who argued he 
got terminal cancer after using its Roundup herb-
icide, Vietnam has also demanded compensation 
from the St. Louis-based company. 
 

“The verdict serves as a legal precedent which 
refutes previous claims that the herbicides made 
by Monsanto and other chemical corporations in 
the US and provided for the US army in the war 
are harmless,” deputy foreign ministry spokes-
person Nguyen Phuong Tra said Thursday, Au-
gust 23rd. “Vietnam has suffered tremendous 
consequences from the war, especially with re-
gard to the lasting and devastating effects of tox-
ic chemicals, including Agent Orange.” 
 

Around three million 
people in Vietnam 
were exposed to 
Agent Orange dur-
ing a brutal chemi-
cal warfare cam-
paign between 1961 
and 1971, in which 
12 million gallons of 
herbicide produced by Monsanto Corporation, 
among others, were dropped over the jungle to 
defoliate it. Because of such a high level of expo-
sure to dioxin, a byproduct found in Agent Or-
ange, millions of Vietnamese continue to suffer 
health conditions, often resulting in deformities 
which are passed through gene mutations to fu-
ture generations. 
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the August 10 verdict that found Monsanto liable 
for cancer due to prolonged exposure to the 
company's glyphosate-based product. “We be-
lieve it is wrong,” Werner Baumann, chief execu-
tive officer of Bayer AG, noted.  The firm said its 
position on glyphosate is “supported by 800 stud-
ies and reviews done over many decades.” 
 
“They conclude glyphosate can be used safely 
and does not cause cancer. Farmers and grow-
ers have been using glyphosate safely and effec-
tively for more than 40 years,” it said. 

Monsanto, which has never acknowledged its 
role in the devastation, argues that Agent Or-
ange “was only produced for, and used by, the 
government,” noting that Monsanto was just one 
of nine wartime government contractors who 
manufactured the same toxin from 1965 to 1969. 
 

Monsanto was acquired by German giant Bayer 
AG in June, in a merger deal valued at $66 bil-
lion. Following the cancer compensation verdict, 
shares in the pharmaceuticals company took an 
enormous hit. Luckily for US markets, though, 
since Bayer is now the sole owner of Monsanto, 
it is no longer traded on the New York Stock Ex-
change. Meanwhile, lawsuits against Monsanto 
surged from 5,200 to 8,000, requiring the new 
owner to engage in costly legal battles. 
 

While the US Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) maintains that glyphosate (the active in-
gredient in Monsanto’s Roundup) is not carcino-
genic, the European EPA labeled it a carcinogen 
in 1985, but reversed its position in 1991. The 
company itself maintains that no clear position 
on glyphosate exists in the scientific community, 
and that more research is needed. The World 
Health Organization’s cancer research agency 
classified glyphosate as “probably carcinogenic 
to humans” in 2015. 
 

Meanwhile, Bayer announced that it will appeal 
the August 10 verdict that found Monsanto liable 
for cancer due to prolonged exposure to the 
company's glyphosate-based product. “We be-
lieve it is wrong,” Werner Baumann, chief execu-
tive officer of Bayer AG, noted.  The firm said its 
position on glyphosate is “supported by 800 stud-
ies and reviews done over many decades.” 
 

“They conclude glyphosate can be used safely 
and does not cause cancer. Farmers and grow-
ers have been using glyphosate safely and effec-
tively for more than 40 years,” it said. 

 
Bayer’s Mon-
santo faces 
thousands of 
glyphosate 
cancer-risk 
lawsuits 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meanwhile, Bayer announced that it will appeal 

 

 

VA Officials push back on Congress’  
Blue Water Navy Benefits Fix 

 

By: Leo Shane III, Military Times, August 1 
Submitted by Post Member Mike Rennewanz 

 

WASHINGTON — Veterans Affairs officials 
strongly opposed legislative plans to extend disa-
bility payouts to roughly 90,000 veterans who 
claim exposure to Agent Orange during the Vi-
etnam War, saying the move could set a prob-
lematic precedent for future benefits awards. 
 

“The science is not there, and what we do de-
pends upon science,” said Paul Lawrence, Under 
Secretary for benefits at the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. 
 

But advocates for so-called “blue water Na-
vy” veterans argued that VA officials are willfully 
ignoring an abundance of evidence showing vet-
erans’ exposure to toxic chemicals, and demand-
ing evidence that could only have been collected 
more than four decades ago. 
 

“These people were exposed, how much they 
were exposed doesn’t make a difference,” said 
Rick Weidman, executive director at the Vietnam 
Veterans of America. “And you can’t put that all 
together 40 years later.”  
 

At issue is a change in VA policy 15 years ago 
that excluded veterans serving on ships off the 
coast of Vietnam — known as “blue water Navy 
veterans” — from being included in a class of for-
mer service members presumed to be exposed 
to Agent Orange. 
 

For troops who served on the ground or in inland 
rivers, exposure to the chemical defoliant is as-
sumed, which speeds up the medical and disabil-
ity benefits process when those veterans later 

https://www.militarytimes.com/author/leo-shane-iii
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/2018/05/04/new-blue-water-veterans-deal-could-mean-benefits-for-90000-vietnam-war-troops/
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/2018/05/04/new-blue-water-veterans-deal-could-mean-benefits-for-90000-vietnam-war-troops/
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/2017/09/02/advocates-hope-to-restart-debate-over-benefits-for-blue-water-navy-vets/
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contract a host of illnesses related to chemical 
contamination. 

 

But the blue 
water veterans 
still must prove 
they were di-
rectly exposed 
to Agent Or-
ange for their 

illnesses to be labeled as service-connected. 
Legislation passed by the House last month 
would force VA to extend the presumptive bene-
fits to veterans who served aboard those ships, 
and use a new VA home loan fee to pay for the 
estimated $1 billion in costs it would incur. 
 

Lawrence said forcing VA to go against their es-
tablished “scientific” standards would set a dan-
gerous precedent in future benefits disputes. He 
also said processing the new claims could add 
$500 million in new costs over the next decade, 
and cast doubt over whether the new VA home 
loan fees would cover the costs. 
 

VA officials also testified that they already have a 
“liberal” policy for  
Vietnam War veterans 
who may have been 
exposed to chemical 
defoliants. Cancers and 
severe illnesses found 
among the blue water 
veterans, they argued, 
may simply be the  
result of aging or unrelated health issues. 
 

Several senators took exception to that idea.  
“This bill wouldn’t be needed if these veterans 
were getting the care they needed after showing 
symptoms (of toxic exposure),” said Sen. Joe 
Manchin, D-W.Va. “We should have taken care 
of our veterans.” 
 

Agent Orange and the Vietnam War 
 

1961-1972: In Operation Ranch Hand, the mili-
tary sprays an estimated 18 million gallons of 
herbicides including Agent Orange -- a mixture of 
the potent chemicals 2,4,5-T and 2,4-D -- over 
12,000 square miles to destroy enemy cover in 
southern Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. The 
chemicals and the byproduct dioxin are found to 
cause genetic damage and cancers. They are 
responsible for the deaths and illnesses of hun-

dreds of thousands of Vietnamese and ex-
service members from the United States and its 
allies. 
 

1984: Seven 
chemical compa-
nies agree to pay 
$180 million to a 
group of U.S. vet-
erans who claim 
Agent Orange-
related illnesses. 
 

1991: Sixteen years after the fall of Saigon, Con-
gress passes the Agent Orange Act directing the 
VA to declare 14 conditions “presumptive” for 
Agent Orange exposure, making affected veter-
ans eligible for health care and compensation. 
 

1998: A study in Australia finds that Royal Aus-
tralian Navy members were exposed to Agent 
Orange through on-board water distillation sys-
tems. 
 

2002: The VA excludes Navy veterans who 
served offshore from receiving benefits under the 
Agent Orange Act. Veterans who file a claim 
must show proof they served on land or in rivers. 
 

2011: The U.S. begins spending tens of millions 
of dollars to clean up Agent Orange hot spots in 
Vietnam. 
 

2011: The Institute of Medicine (now the National 
Academy of Medicine) says it is “unable to state 
with certainty that Blue Water Navy person-
nel were or were not exposed to Agent Orange.” 
 

2017: VA Secretary David J. Shulkin tells Con-
gress that veterans “have waited way too long for 
us to bring this to resolution … They shouldn’t be 
waiting any longer.” 
 

2018: On June 2, by a vote of 382-0, the House 
passes the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans 
Act, restoring Agent Orange benefits to sailors 
who served in Vietnam’s bays, harbors and terri-
torial seas. 
 

2018: On Aug. 1, the Senate Veterans Affairs 
Committee holds a companion measure after the 
VA objects that restoring the benefits would be 
costly and would set a precedent for other veter-
ans who lack solid evidence that their ailments 
are linked to wartime service. 
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VFW HAUNTED FOREST WALK SCENES 
 

Our Post will run two scenes, plus assist setting 
up the generator and run the electrical cords 
through-out Hawthorne Park.  We will also pro-
vide Security for all scenes during the shows.  
We need volunteers to staff our Security Sta-
tions. 
 

We actually begin running the electrical cords 
Thursday afternoon, October 18th , starting at 
1:00 pm. 
 

Friday we meet at McDonald’s (Janes & 75th) for 
breakfast at 8:00 am.  Set-up usually takes about 
four hours.   
 

Our two scenes are #5 and #8 and are located 
adjacent to our Security Tent.  Scene times are 
on the Flyer above.  Please arrive 1/2 hour early! 
 

Take-down is on Sunday October 21st, starting at 
8:00 am.  Donuts and coffee will be provided by 
the Post.  We usually finish by noon. 
 

The more help we get the easier it is for all of us!  
You can volunteer by calling Joe Bregin (630-
964-5422) or Bob Reichert (630-985-0070) or 
leave a message on the Post answering ma-
chine. (630-910-1578) 
 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS! 
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Freedom is not free  

 

Veteran’s Day is November 11th.  Veter-
an’s Day is unique and special day for 
America.  While Memorial Day honors 
those who made the ultimate sacrifice on 
the fields of battle, in the skies and at 
sea, Veteran’s Day is different.  On this 
day we set aside our routine activities 
and pause to appreciate the men and 
women who served this nation in uni-
form.  
  

While every American has been exposed 
to this holiday, there remains some con-
fusion about just who it is we are honor-
ing.  Clearly, we take this opportunity to 
honor those veterans who fought in our 
nation’s wars.  Combat Veterans are nat-
urally the first people we think of this day 
as we pay special homage to those who 
know the horrors of combat.  They have 
earned our nation’s deepest admiration. 
 

But a veteran is also that soldier, sailor, 
airman, marine, and Coast Guardsman 
who served during peacetime, either on 
active duty or in the reserve components.  
Our Veterans represent those who were 
drafted and those who voluntarily signed 
up.  Some served their initial tour and re-
turned to civilian life while others made a 
career of being in uniform. 
 

Therefore, today we 
honor all past and 
current veterans, 
and those who 
serve today.  They 
do their job so well 
that we as a nation 
feel safe and secure 
from a very dangerous world.  In fact, we 
feel so protected that it’s easy to forget 
about those who have stood guard 
throughout the years.  We all lead very 
busy lives and it is natural – because 
we’re all human – to lose our national 
memory or to overlook the meaning of 
their service.  
 

That is why this holiday is so critically  
important. 

Due to logistics, Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 
will hold a Veteran’s Day service on Monday,  No-
vember 12th, beginning at 11:00 am, at Memorial 
Park, corner of 
Janes Avenue and 
Center Drive.   
 

Please Honor a 
Veteran by  
Attending. 

 

For more infor-
mation contact 
Woodridge VFW at  
630-910-1578 or 
visit their web-site 
at 


