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This Award Winning Newsletter is written for ALL members of VFW 
Post 1578.  If you have an article or any worthy event that you wish to 
share please call us or email us at woodridgevfw@gmail.com, or 
mail it to:  
 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 
P.O. Box 8219   Woodridge, IL 60517 

 

Visit Us On-Line 
 

www.woodridgevfw.net 
 

Post 1578 is a 501(c)(19) 
 

Next Post Meeting 
 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, October  
23rd,  at 7:30 pm at Shanahan’s, 1999 W. 75th Street, Woodridge, 
IL 60517.  Plan to attend!  All Eli-
gible Veterans are Welcome!! 
 

Meet and Greet at 7:00 pm 
“Safety Meeting”  9:00 until 10:30 pm  

 
 

Visit us      Like us          on  
 

Woodridge  
VFW 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 was chartered on November 8, 1983 with 33 original mem-
bers.  Today we are in our 34th year of community service to 
the people and Village of 
Woodridge.  Post 1578 is a 
proud sponsor of:   
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enjoying the fruits of their offices. Political offices 
are now for sale (cf. Illinois ). 
 

Good old Harry Truman was correct when he ob-
served, "My choices in life were either to be a 
piano player in a whore house or a politician.  
And to tell the truth, there’s hardly any differ-
ence!”   
 

I say dig him up and clone him! 

Harry and Bess Truman 
Greatness Shows Through 

 

Harry Truman was a different 
kind of President. He probably 
made as many, or more im-
portant decisions regarding our 
nation's history as any of the 
other Presidents preceding him. 
However, a measure of his 

greatness may rest on what he did after he left 
the White House. 
 

The only asset he had when he died was the 
house he lived in, which was in Independence, 
Missouri. His wife had inherited the house from 
her mother and father and other than their years 
in the White House, they lived their entire lives 
there. 
 

When he retired from office in 1952 his income 
was a U.S. Army pension reported to have been 
$13,507.72 a year. Congress, noting that he was 
paying for his stamps and personally licking 
them, granted him an 'allowance' and, later, a 
retroactive pension of $25,000 per year. 
 

After President Eisenhower was inaugurated, 
Harry and Bess drove home to Missouri by them-
selves. There was no Secret Service following 
them. 
 

When offered corporate positions at large sala-
ries, he declined, stating, "You don't want me. 
You want the office of the President, and that 
doesn't belong to me. It belongs to the American 
people and it's not for sale." 
 

Even later, on May 6, 1971, when Congress was 
preparing to award him the Medal of Honor on 
his 87th birthday, he refused to accept it, writing, 
"I don't consider that I have done anything which 
should be the reason for any award, Congres-
sional or otherwise." 
 

As president he paid for all of his own travel ex-
penses and food. 
 

Modern politicians have 
found a new level of suc-
cess in cashing in on the 
Presidency, resulting in 
untold wealth. Today, 
many in Congress also 
have found a way to be-
come quite wealthy while 

U.S. MARINE TO RECEIVE MEDAL OF  
HONOR FOR HEROICS DURING ONE OF  
VIETNAM WAR'S BLOODIEST BATTLES 

BY JAMES LAPORTA  
Submitted by Post Member Mike Rennewanz 

 

The crackling barrage of incoming enemy gunfire 
pinned down three U.S. Marines that lay wound-
ed in the mud, screaming for help and medical 
attention. 
 

It was 1968 and the Tet Offensive was raging as 
American forces moved to retake Huế city, locat-
ed in central Vietnam on the banks of the Per-
fume River. Ten thousand North Vietnamese and 
Vietcong troops seized the heart of the city, turn-
ing houses and streets into bunkered positions. 
 

South Vietnamese and U.S. forces were unpre-
pared for the large-scale assault that forced the 
Marines into the first major urban combat the 
United States had seen since the Korean War. 
 

Marines nearby attempted to rescue their wound-
ed brothers, but the barrage of bullets and rocket
-propelled grenades kept them from advancing 
toward them—that was, until “Gunny” walked in. 
 

 “So they hear a noise and they look back and 
there’s Canley. He’s walking down, upright, not 
running, walks over the little berm, picks up the 
first guy, throws him over his shoulder and walks 
back,” John Ligato, a former Marine and FBI 
agent told Newsweek. “So there’s two independ-
ent eyewitnesses on this...Canley says to them, 
individually, ‘keep down there’s a lot of incom-
ing.’” 
 

Retired Marine Sergeant Major John Canley, 
who at the time was serving as the company 
gunnery sergeant for Alpha Company First Bat-
talion, First Marine Regiment, dropped the 
wounded Marine on his shoulder behind a cov-
ered position, turned, and walked back to grab 
the second injured Marine—dropping him off only 

https://www.newsweek.com/authors/james-laporta
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Canley dropped a large satchel charge, a demo-
lition device used for destroying large stationary 
targets, into the building the North Vietnamese 
troops occupied. The explosion killed multiple 
enemy troops and forced others to evacuate the 
building. 

Two days later, morale among the Marines was 
low after many of their comrades had been killed 
while attempting to clear out a government build-
ing in the city. Canley went around to his Ma-
rines, providing words of encouragement and 
challenged them to continue the momentum of 
the assault, said the citation. 
 

Canley is reluctant to take credit for his battlefield 
exploits, instead choosing to focus on the cour-
age of the Marines under his command. 
 

“My troops pursued this to no end because they 
felt I was deserving of it,” Canley told Newsweek. 
“Now for me, I just happened to be their leader at 
the time, and it was an honor to be a leader of 
Marines in Vietnam. As a leader, if you take care 
of the troops, you really don’t have to worry 
about the mission.” 
 

As the Marines smashed their way forward, one 
house, one street at a time, Canley, wounded in 
battle, would leap over a wall on two separate 
occasions, exposing himself to enemy gunfire on 
February 6, 1968. The reason: he needed to pick 
up his fallen Marines and carry them to covered 
positions. 
 

“We all have similar stories about him. There’s 

 to return and retrieve the third Marine. 

 

“He never ran and he never ducked,” said Ligato, 
chuckling at how calm Canley could be as 
rounds whizzed past him. “You know, it’s just 
amazing. I don’t know if he had some sort of 
death wish or what—Gunny says that he just 
gets into a zone and does what he has to do...I 
don’t know how the bullets didn’t hit him.” 
 

The White House announced Tuesday that Can-
ley, now 80 and living in the coastal community 
of Oxnard, California, will receive the nation’s 
highest award for valor—the Medal of Honor—in 
a ceremony on October 17. The news came 50 
years after he led 147 of his fellow U.S. Marines 
into a battle where American forces were both 
outmanned and outgunned. 
 

Canley is credited with saving scores of his fel-
low Marines between January 31 and February 
6, 1968, as he assumed command of the Ma-
rines after the company commander was seri-
ously wounded. His heroics came despite sus-
taining injuries in two separate battles over the 
course of a week, which earned him the Purple 
Heart. 
 

Examining Canley’s Navy Cross citation—the 
nation’s second-highest award for combat val-
or—showed that on February 4, 1968, Canley 
led his Marines into an enemy-occupied building 
and was met with strong resistance from North 
Vietnamese and Vietcong troops that had taken 
up positions within the buildings. 

Retired U.S. Marine Seargent Major John L. Canley, pic-
tured here in this undated photo as the company gunnery 
sergeant for Co. A, First Battalion, First Marine Regiment in 
Vietnam. 50 years after the bloody battle of Huế city, Canley 
will receive the Medal of Honor for leading his company.  

This undated photo, U.S. Marines with Alpha Company First 
Battalion, First Marine Regiment sit outside a building in 
Huế city. Retired Sergeant Major John L. Canley led Alpha 
Company  during the earlier days of fighting in the 
city.ALPHA COMPANY WEB SITE  
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talion all the way down to the platoon command-
ers in Alpha company. So I researched the hell 
out of it and found that 11 of the 13 were dead,” 
Ligato said. 
 

The two Marines who were alive were retired 
Colonel Gordon Batcheller and retired Major 
General Ray “E-Tool” Smith, who as a young 
Marine lieutenant in February 1968, assumed 
command of Alpha company from Canley. Smith 
later wrote him up for his Navy Cross, which 
Canley eventually received. The first Navy Cross 
package Smith wrote was also lost by the De-
fense Department. 
 

The two Marines signed it and Ligato went back 
to the Pentagon, and was then told that he still 
had to have the other 11 signatures despite the 
Marines being dead. 
 

“He said I can’t forward the packet because 11 
boxes don’t have signatures...it took me six 
months to find an adult in the Department of the 
Navy to say, ‘you know, that’s bullshit.'” 
 

Finally, Democratic Representative Julia Brown-
ley, of California, was asked by an Alpha compa-
ny Marine to help get Canley’s medal upgraded 
to the Medal of Honor in 2014. 
 

Brownley was able to get Canley’s medal pack-
age in front of Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, a 
former Marine general, in late 2017. Yet, Mattis’s 
hands were tied; he reported that the Medal of 
Honor can only be award within five years after 
the date of the act. Brownley, undeterred by the 
setback, submitted a resolution. 
 

Earlier this year, President Donald Trump signed 
the bill sponsored by Brownley, skirting the five-
year deadline for awarding the Medal of Honor 
and paving the way for Canley to receive the 
award. 
 

Trump called Canley back in July to inform him 
that he had approved his Medal of Honor pack-
age that detailed his conspicuous gallantry dur-
ing the Vietnam War. The news was first report-
ed by the Ventura County Star. 
 

Canley told Newsweek that the president con-
gratulated him, saying: “You’ve waited long 
enough—we made it happen.” Trump thanked 
him for his service and the service of his Ma-
rines. 
 

 30 other guys that can talk about other times,” 
Ligato said as he reeled off memories from Con 
Thien, Quảng Trị, and Hill 861, the first battle of 
Khe Sanh. 
 

“There’s story after story like this—he literally 
could’ve gotten two or three Medals of Honor,” 
Ligato said. In total, Canley was in Vietnam at 
different times every year between 1965 and 
1970. 
 

Ligato has written a book about Canley's time in 
Vietnam, writing on a website dedicated to his 
former company commander: “The sheer cumu-
lative effect of Gunny Canley’s actions and 
deeds over this continued period rank with the 
acts of America’s greatest heroes from the Revo-
lutionary War to this present day. This man is the 
epitome of a Marine warrior. 
 

Tuesday’s announcement upgraded Canley’s 
Navy Cross to the Medal of Honor—an effort that 
took nearly 15 years to accomplish for Ligato. 
 

“We basically lost those days forever until we 
started meeting again through social media,” Li-
gato said. “People started writing books and doc-
umentaries and the one thing I saw in common 
was everybody had stories of Gunny Canley and 
it wasn’t 10 guys telling the same story, it was 10 
guys telling different stories about how amazing 
he was.” 
 

Ligato said that it took him 13 years to get seven 
new affidavits, which began what he called an 
“odyssey of bureaucracy.” One of the main prob-
lems was that there was no commissioned offic-
ers that witnessed Canley’s acts of valor in First 
Battalion, First Marine Regiment. The Marines 
had no officers for the first four days of fighting, 
leaving only junior enlisted Marines. 
 

Canley’s Medal of Honor package would be re-
jected 10 times over 13 years. The rejections, 
never on merit, would come in the form of techni-
calities—except for the time when a congress-
woman lost the entire award package, forcing 
Ligato to recollect the witness statements. 
 

One of those Defense Department technicalities 
required Ligato to retrieve signatures from 13 
Marines in Canley’s chain of command from 
1968. 
 

“The commandant, assistant commandant, divi-
sion, assistant division, you know, regiment, bat-
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The VFW National Home for Children 
Submitted by Commander Ray Travis 

 

The VFW National Home for Children serves 
as living memorial to America’s veterans by help-
ing our nation’s military and veteran’s families 
during difficult 
times.  It was founded 
in 1925 as a place 
where the families left 
behind by war-
mothers and  
children, brothers and 
sisters—could remain 
together, keeping the family circle intact  
together even when their servicemen didn’t come 
home. 

Today’s families 
face different  
challenges—
reintegration, 
post traumatic 
stress, high unem-
ployment and reha-
bilitation from bat-

tlefield injuries, among others-and the National 
Home has evolved over our decades-long history 
to meet those changing needs. 
    

The beginning of today’s VFW National Home for 
Children lies with a poignant story of a young girl 
named Amy Ross.  On a cold February day in 
1922, 23 year old Amy Ross walked into the of-
fice of Dr. Clarence L. Candler, the VFW Depart-
ment of Michigan Commander with the ideas to 
find jobs for the thousands of veterans who were 
walking the streets of Detroit looking for work. 
 

When the task seemed insurmountable, Dr. Can-
dler turned over the limited facilities of the VFW 
to Mrs. Ross, and she went to work.  ‘what fol-
lowed is history (Over 9,000 veterans were found 
employment)” he wrote in the Nov. 1924 issue of 
the Golden Stripe, Michigan’s VFW Newspa-
per.  “ But not all of you know that the present 
high standing of the VFW in Michigan, our won-
derful headquarters in the General Motors Build-
ing, the Yanks Convalescent Camp, Inc., our 300
-grave burial plot at Rosalind Cemetery , and our 
new $500,000 VFW National Home., came as a 
direct result of Amy Ross’ sacrifices for the veter-
ans of this community.” 
 

Through Amy Ross’ efforts, millionaire cattleman 

 Canley recently met the current commandant of 
the Marine Corps, General Robert Neller, in 
Charlotte, North Carolina. Canley, who said he 
still maintains his Marine Corps uniforms, asked 
if he could go back into the field to train Marines. 
 

“I’m a field Marine, I love spending time with 
troops in the field...we’re a family and I love train-
ing them,” said Canley. 
 

When asked what receiving the Medal of Honor 
meant to him, Canley said: “My first love in the 
Marine Corps was leading Marines in combat—it 
motivated me everyday, they inspired me every-
day.  They are the medal." 

Retired Sergeant Major John L. Canley in his evening dress 
uniform. Canley will receive the Medal of Honor for leading 
his Marine company during the bloody battle of Huế city 
during the Vietnam War. COURTESY OF JOHN L. CANLEY 
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 Corey Spencer came to meet with Dr. Candler in 
the summer of 1924.  Having learned of Amy’s 
great work and the needs of the VFW, Mr. Spen-
cer has an idea.  He had 472 acres of land near 
Eaton Rapids, Michigan, known as the Grand 
River Stock Farm, and he wanted to make it a 
gift to the VFW.  Spencer’s offer was presented 
to the 1924 VFW Convention in Atlantic City, 
where the Commander-in-Chief appointed a 
committee to investigate the offer and report 
back to the National Council of Administration. 
 

Since its founding, the VFW National Home for 
Children has grown from an old frame farm 
house to a sprawling campus with playgrounds, 
park areas, and multiple buildings, including sin-
gle family homes, a community center and gym-
nasium, child care facility, guest lodge, chapel 
and administrative offices.  Over the years, the 
National Home has evolved to meet the chang-
ing needs of America’s military and veterans’ 
families.  Through it all, one thing has remained 
constant:  the National Home’s commitment to 
honor our nation’s veterans and active duty mili-
tary by providing help and hope for their children. 
 

Chloe, 2018 National Buddy 
Poppy Winner 

VFW National Poppy Girl with 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 

Left,  
Illinois Home 1 

Right, Post 1578 Commander, 
Ray Travis at the front door 
of Illinois Home 2 

 GET OUT AND VOTE 
 

Midterm elections will be held on November 6 
and the VFW encourages all its members and 
supporters to get involved. Improving veterans 
and military quality of life programs must be a 
priority for all members of Congress. With contin-
ued threat of sequestration, deficit reduction, and 
budget cuts that affect veterans, the military, and 
their families, it is important to support members 
of Congress who support us. 
 

All of Illinois' executive officers will be up for elec-
tion as well as all of Illinois' eighteen seats in 
the United States House of Representatives and 
all of 118 seats of Illinois House of Representa-
tives. 
 

Elections are also being held for DuPage County 
and the Village of Woodridge. 

The US Constitution states in Amendment XV, which was 
ratified by the states in 1870: "Section 1. The right of citizens 
of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged 
by the United States or by any State on account of race, col-
or, or previous condition of servitude.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_House_of_Representatives
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VETERANS DAY 
 

Due to logistics, this year Woodridge VFW will 
hold their annual Veterans Day service on 
Monday, November 12th at the corner of Janes 
Avenue and Center Drive. 
 

It is the VETERAN, not the preacher,  
who has given us freedom of religion.  
 

It is the VETERAN, not the reporter,  
who has given us freedom of the press.  
 

It is the VETERAN, not the poet,  
who has given us freedom of speech.  
 

It is the VETERAN, not the campus organizer,  
who has given us freedom to assemble.  
 

It is the VETERAN, not the lawyer,  
who has given us the right to a fair trial.  
 

It is the VETERAN, not the politician,  
who has given us the right to vote. 
 

Please Honor a Veteran by Attending. 
 

If the weather is inclement, we will move to the 
Woodridge Library. 
 

For more information contact Woodridge VFW at 
910-1578 or visit their web-site at 
www.woodridgevfw.net . 

Woodridge VFW Post 1578 Brat Fest 
 

VFW Post 1578 will hold its Annual Brat Fest on 
Sunday, November 11th at Shanahan's Pub in 
Woodridge. All proceeds will go towards the 
VFW Scholarship Fund. 
 

Once again, it’s "All You Can Eat" for $15 during 
the Bears - Lions football game. 
 

Along with the tasty Brats, the meal includes 
Sauerkraut, Spaetzle and Condiments. Seasonal 
draft and craft beers are on tap— Cash Bar.  
Dessert is included. 
 

Tickets are available by calling and leaving a 
message on the VFW phone — 630-910-1578 or 
contact any VFW Member. 

GO BEARS!     See Flyer Page 10 
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SWIFT AND DEADLY 
Larry L. Dunn 

Submitted by Post Member Don Young 
 

Along the coasts of Vietnam, down murky waterways 
Once sailed a group of valiant men deserving of our praise. 

All for one and one for all: dauntless sailors standing tall. 
One by one they heard the call, all gave some – some gave all. 

 

When freedom is in jeopardy, there are those who choose to fight. 
To help their fellow man in the quest to make things right 

As dissidents marched through our streets with placards in their hands 
These dedicated sailors risked their lives in foreign lands. 

 

Their sleek, trim crafts were common sights wherever danger lay. 
With fifties spouting instant death, they rushed into harm’s way. 

Their boats were fast; their will was firm, their courage ever strong. 
With flawless skill and steadfast strength they faced the dreaded Cong. 

 

From I corps to the Delta, Swifts kept the noose pulled tight. 
And often Charlie hid by day and waited for the night. 

But night was no protector from these sailors and their skills 
And their vengeance was measured by the tally of their kills. 

 

These brave young men pursued their foe, ignoring Charlie’s might 
Strong and proud they searched him out, all itching for a fight. 

With engines roaring mightily, flags waving in the air 
Swifts took the war to Charlie in his hidden jungle lair. 

 

With shrapnel flying all about as cordite filled the air, 
The Swifts moved in at point blank range to answer Charlie’s dare. 

Uncommon bravery was the norm; for this they were renown 
When Charlie chose to stand and fight these sailors put him down. 

 

The quest for freedom takes its toll, and many men were lost 
Performing what their country asked, regardless of the cost. 

Their deeds are etched in history; their names are on The Wall 
To them we owe our highest praise, these heroes one and all. 

 

©Copyright by Larry L. Dunn: Date Unknown 
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