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“Veterans United” 
 

Post Officers 
  Commander— Ray Travis 

  Sr. Vice-Commander— Frank Mampreian 
  Jr. Vice-Commander— Mike Rennewanz 

  Quartermaster— Bob Reichert 
 

Post Answering Machine 
630-910-1578 

 

This Award Winning Newsletter is written for ALL members of VFW 
Post 1578.  If you have an article or any worthy event that you wish to 
share please call us or email us at woodridgevfw@gmail.com, or 
mail it to:  
 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 
P.O. Box 8219   Woodridge, IL 60517 

 

Visit Us On-Line 
 

www.woodridgevfw.net 
 

Post 1578 is a 501(c)(19) 
 

Next Post Meeting 
 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, November 
27th,  at 7:30 pm at Shanahan’s, 1999 W. 75th Street, Woodridge, 
IL 60517.  Plan to attend!  All Eli-
gible Veterans are Welcome!! 
 

Meet and Greet at 7:00 pm 
“Safety Meeting”  9:00 until 10:30 pm  

 
 

Visit us      Like us          on  
 

Woodridge  
VFW 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 was chartered on November 8, 1983 with 33 original mem-
bers.  Today we are in our 35th year of community service to 
the people and Village of 
Woodridge.  Post 1578 is a 
proud sponsor of:   
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Cedarhurst Veterans Day 
 

On Friday, November 2nd, six of our Post mem-
bers met at Cedarhurst Senior Living (Rt 53 & 
75th Street) to celebrate an early Veterans Day 
Program for the veterans living there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We gathered in the large program room down 
stairs where we met with about 20 veterans and 
assisted the program director by passing out 
their veteran’s awards and pins.  A color guard 
was provided by the DuPage Honor Guard. 
Coffee and cake and some great stories were 
shared later.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Post looks forward to many other events at 
Cedarhurst! 

Village Thanks Our Veterans 
 

Mayor Gina Cunningham and the Woodridge Vil-
lage Board hosted a Veterans Reception at Vil-
lage Hall on Thursday, November 1st, to give 
gratitude to all who have served our country and 
those serving today. This was followed by a for-
mal recognition during the Village Board meet-
ing.   
 

Thank you for your selfless service and the 
sacrifices you have made in serving our 
country. 

VFW Luncheon at the Seniors Club 
 

Each year around Veterans Day, the Woodridge 
Park District Seniors Club invites members of our 
Post to one of their weekly Thursday meetings 
for lunch.  At this particular meeting, November 
8th, their members brought in their donations for 
our veterans at Hines VA Hospital.  The dona-
tions range from books, magazines, personal hy-
giene items, socks, etc., to checks to support our 

Crafting for a Cause 
 

 Crafting for a Cause is a group of Woodridge 
seniors who meet every Tuesday at the  
Woodridge Park District.  Here they all have a 
passion for doing craft projects with others, for 
others! 

 

This is the second time that Woodridge VFW 
contacted this group to knit and crochet hats for 
our deployed soldiers and other veterans and 
their families.  Our Post works with Warmth for 
Warriors who send these hats to soldiers in the 
field so they can keep warm. 
 

On Tuesday, October 30th, we picked up 47 hats 
that this group made from yarn bought from Hob-
by Lobby and Joann’s.  They follow very specific 
guidelines provided by Warmth for Warriors.  
Post 1578 paid for all the materials and shipping 
and handling. 

 Well done Crafting for a Cause! 
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great and The Polka Pals provided dancing mu-
sic! 

 

hospitalized heroes.  Commander Ray Travis 
had to make two trips to Hines, each with a full 
Jeep Cherokee!   

Post Veteran Day Service 
 

Due to logistics, our Post held it’s annual Veter-
ans Day service on Monday, November 12th.  
With the weather being cold, we moved indoors 
to Library.  The only part of the service cut was 
the 21-Gun Salute.  More photos on Page 7. 

Post Members Speaking at Jefferson  
 

On Friday, November 9th, three Post members, 
Jimmy Guerra, Bob Reichert and Don Young, 
were speaking in the social studies classrooms 
at Jefferson Junior High School.  7th and 8th 
graders in Mrs. Farsalas, Mrs. Slattery, Mr. Cum-
mings and Mr. Wechman’s rooms listened to vet-
erans and asked questions about their experi-
ences.  

Brat Fest 2018 
 

Our annual Brat Fest was on Sunday, Veterans 
Day.  We had a great turnout and watched the 
Bears beat the Lions!   
 

Many thanks to Shanahan’s and Rich Moore for 
his donation and wonderful support.  Food was 

Photos by Donald Wilson Jr. 
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Lowering Standards 

AFP/Getty Images—American soldiers get off helicopters 
during the operation "Double eagle" against a Vietcong posi-
tion at Bon Son, south Vietnam, 07 March 1966. 
 

Cruelly nicknamed McNamara's Morons, Project 
100,000 was an initiative started under—you 
guessed it—Robert McNamara during the Vi-
etnam War. In this project, over 320,000 men 
were either drafted or volunteered for service, 
nearly all of whom failed the Armed Forces Qual-
ification Test, which is used to determine basic 
eligibility for military service. 
 

Project 100,000 inductees placed in the lower 
10th to 30th percentiles of the test, referred to as 
Category IV. Normally, candidates who place in 
Category IV are deemed unsuitable for military 
service and are told to return to civilian life. Pro-
ject 100,000, however, was an experiment to see 
whether military entry requirements could be low-
ered. 
 

Ostensibly, the project's goals were to combat 
poverty. Lyndon B. Johnson had recently begun 
his War on Poverty program. Thanks to the G.I. 
bill and other veterans' programs, military service 
can be a great way to get out of poverty. But this 
was a nice bonus to the project's other purpose: 
The Vietnam War needed more men, and lower-
ing recruitment standards was one way to get 
them.   
 

Although about half were volunteers, the other 
half was drafted, and neither group had any busi-
ness being in a war zone. The Armed Forces 
Qualification Test evaluated a variety of do-
mains, all of which were geared toward as-
sessing somebody's eligibility for service. As a 

Project 100,000:  
Vietnam War's Cruel and Deadly Experiment 

 

Written by Matthew Davis—14 November, 2018 
Submitted by Post member Mike Rennewanz 

 

Military recruits are supposed to be assessed to 
see whether they're fit for service. What happens 
when they're not? 
 

 During the Vietnam War, Robert McNamara 
began a program called Project 100,000. 

 

 The program brought over 300,000 men to 
Vietnam who failed to meet minimum criteria 
for military service, both physically and men-
tally. 

 

 Project 100,000 recruits were killed in dispro-
portionate numbers and fared worse after 
their military service than their civilian peers, 
making the program one of the biggest—and 
possibly cruelest—mistakes of the Vietnam 
War. 

For many people, joining the military is a way to 
lift oneself out of poverty, find better opportuni-
ties, and get a shot at a better life. It can provide 
a way to pay for the exorbitant cost of college, 
job training, a sense of discipline and purpose, 
all in exchange for a few years of following or-
ders, risking one's life, and potentially taking oth-
ers'. 
 

It's a tradeoff, to be sure, one that not everybody 
is comfortable with. But for those with the apti-
tude and the desire, it might be a tradeoff worth 
taking. The problem in that last sentence, howev-
er, is that desire and aptitude don't always go 
hand in hand. Sometimes, both are absent en-
tirely. That certainly was the case with Project 
100,000.  

 
 
 

 

http://vvaveteran.org/36-3/36-3_morons.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2014/01/08/everything-you-need-to-know-about-the-war-on-poverty/?utm_term=.22267a98eceb
https://www.va.gov/education/about-gi-bill-benefits/
https://blackpast.org/gah/project-100-000-1966-1971
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did not join military service. They earned $7,000 
less per year than their civilian peers, equivalent 
to a little under $16,000 today. They were more 
likely to be divorced and less likely to own a busi-
ness. 
 

The reasons for these differences aren't entirely 
clear: it could be the trauma of war, the lack of 
access to social programs available in civilian life 
that weren't available in military life, the possibil-
ity that they would have otherwise gone on to 
complete high school and college—any number 
of explanations can be offered. But this does 
show that the ostensible purpose of Project 
100,000 was completely invalidated. Offering in-
eligible soldiers a pass in order to give them a 
leg up out of poverty through the military did not 
work. 
 

A review of Robert McNamara's In Retrospect: 
The Tragedy and Lessons of Vietnam published 
in the Washington Post quoted Herb DeBose, a 
first lieutenant who served in the Vietnam War.  
 

He summed up Project 100,000 thusly: 
 

I saw [Robert McNamara] when he resigned from 
the World Bank, crying about the poor children of 
the world. But if he did not cry at all for any of 
those men he took in under Project 100,000 then 
he really doesn't know what crying is all about. 
Many under me weren't even on a fifth-grade lev-
el... I found out they could not read... no skills be-
fore, no skills after. The army was supposed to 
teach them a trade in something—only they  
didn't. 

result, Project 100,000 brought men to the war 
who were ill-equipped in different ways. 
 

Some had physical impairments, some were 
over- or under-weight, and, most troublingly, 
many had low mental aptitude—often to the point 
of being mentally handicapped. Many were illit-
erate. Since this was an experiment, a small ca-
dre of soldiers were also admitted under the pro-
gram to act as controls: these were "normal" sol-
diers. 
 

Once in the military, Project 100,000 soldiers 
were treated as any other soldier; to do other-
wise would void the experiment. Various human 
resource personnel wrote up anonymized month-
ly reports on the soldiers, documenting their pro-
gress in military life and in war. The results were 
not good. 
 

A Failed Experiment 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES/AFP/Getty Images 
A soldier having his wounds treated during Operation Hue 
City in Vietnam, 06 February, 1968. 
 

Project 100,000 soldiers were about three times 
more likely to be killed in action. This is not sur-
prising; in addition to being physically and men-
tally ill-equipped for war, they were unlikely to 
qualify for technical training that would otherwise 
keep them off the front lines. As a result, many of 
them were used as infantry soldiers. 
 

They were also reassigned 11 times more often 
than their peers and were between 7 and 9 times 
more likely to require remedial training. Project 
100,000 recruits were more likely to be arrested, 
too. 
 

For the ones who survived the war, their out-
comes were worse than comparable men who 

VOD and Patriot Pen 
 

The VFW Voice of Democracy audio-essay pro-
gram provides high school students with the 
unique opportunity to express themselves in  a 
recorded essay based on this year’s theme, 
“Why my vote matters”.  Our Post winner is Brin 
Driscoll, a senior at Downers Grove North! 
 

The VFW Patriot Pen essay contest encourages 
7th and 8th graders to examine America’s history, 
along with their own experiences in modern 
American society, based on this year’s theme, 
“Why I honor the American Flag”.  Our St. Scho-
lastica 8th grade winner is Ruchelia Lieu.  The 
winners from Jefferson Junior High are, Anjali 
Kota, Joshua Poeschel, Helen Parker, Lauren 
Burzynski, Daniel Neau and Bharat Shah! 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL! 

https://www.thefreelibrary.com/McNamara%27s+%27other%27+crimes%3A+the+stories+you+haven%27t+heard.-a017040672
http://www.historynet.com/mcnamaras-boys.htm
https://www.nytimes.com/2006/02/17/opinion/dont-dumb-down-the-army.html
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED366751
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 Donate the Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots at Village Hall 
 

Support the Toys for Tots program by donating a new, unwrapped toy (please no stuffed animals or 
toy weapons). A drop-off box is located at Village Hall, and toys can be dropped off until December 
14 at Noon. The toys will be donated to needy children in DuPage County. 
For more information, call the Village Hall (630) 852-7000 or John Sucansky 
at (630) 985-2620.  John is our Post coordinator for this program. 
 

The primary goal of Toys for Tots is to deliver, through a new toy at Christmas, a message of hope 
to less fortunate youngsters that will assist them in becoming responsible, productive and patriotic 
citizens. 

VFW POST 1578 CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

Our Annual VFW Christmas Party will be on Monday, December 3rd, at Shanahans, 1999 75th 
Street (75th and Woodward) starting at 6:00 pm.  Pizza, Salad, Beer and Soft Drinks will be provid-
ed by the Post.  PLEASE INVITE ALL FRIENDS OF THE VFW WHO HAVE HELPED US AND 
OUR CAUSES THIS PAST YEAR!   
 

We will be charging an ENRTY FEE—Everyone that comes must bring a toy for Toys For Tots!  
Please, no toy weapons or stuffed animals.  DO NOT wrap the toy.  Come and join us for some 
Monday Night Football and Holiday Cheer ! 

tel:(630)%20985-2620
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PICTURES BY HENRY RISTIC 


