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This Award Winning Newsletter is written for ALL members of VFW 
Post 1578.  If you have an article or any worthy event that you wish to 
share please call us or email us at woodridgevfw@gmail.com, or 
mail it to:  
 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 
P.O. Box 8219   Woodridge, IL 60517 

 

Visit Us On-Line 
 

www.woodridgevfw.net 
 

Post 1578 is a 501(c)(19) 
 

Next Post Meeting 
 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, January 
22nd,  at 7:30 pm at Shanahan’s, 1999 W. 75th Street, Woodridge, 
IL 60517.  Plan to attend!  All Eli-
gible Veterans are Welcome!! 
 

Meet and Greet at 7:00 pm 
“Safety Meeting”  9:00 until 10:30 pm  

 
 

Visit us      Like us          on  
 

Woodridge  
VFW 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 was chartered on November 8, 1983 with 33 original mem-
bers.  Today we are in our 35th year of community service to 
the people and Village of 
Woodridge.  Post 1578 is a 
proud sponsor of:   

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=4311&pt=George%20Bush
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=4311&pt=George%20Bush
https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrC3O_IxQ5cRD4Ax.wPxQt.;_ylu=X3oDMTBzdWd2cWI5BGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvcwMxMAR2dGlkAwRzZWMDc3I-/RV=2/RE=1544500808/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2fillinois200.com%2f/RK=2/RS=GvvxljgTPkhlS9BRFocGeCG6jz0-
https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrC3O_IxQ5cRD4Ax.wPxQt.;_ylu=X3oDMTBzdWd2cWI5BGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvcwMxMAR2dGlkAwRzZWMDc3I-/RV=2/RE=1544500808/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2fillinois200.com%2f/RK=2/RS=GvvxljgTPkhlS9BRFocGeCG6jz0-
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able vessels to transport duty.  On smaller ships  
like destroyers, capable of carrying perhaps 300 
men, soldiers were told to hang their hammocks 
in whatever nook and cranny they could find. 

Hammocks crammed into available spaces aboard the USS 
Intrepid 

 

Carriers were particularly 
useful, as their large open 
hangar decks could house 
3,000 or more  
troops in relative comfort, 
with bunks, sometimes in 
stacks of five welded or bolt-
ed in place. 
 

Bunks aboard the Army 
transport SS Pennant 
 

The Navy wasn’t picky, 
though: cruisers, battleships, hospital ships, even 
LSTs (Landing Ship, Tank) were packed full of 
men yearning for home.   
 

Two British ocean liners under American control, 
the  RMS Queen Mary  and  Queen Eliza-
beth had already served as troop transports be-
fore and continued to do so during the operation, 
each capable of carrying up to 15,000 people at 
a time, though their 
normal, peacetime 
capacity was less 
than 2,200. 
 

Troops performing a 
lifeboat drill onboard 
the Queen Mary in De-
cember 1944, be-
fore Operation Magic 
Carpet 
 

THE MAGIC CARPET 
 

Returning the Troops home after WWII  
was a Daunting Task 

 

The Magic Carpet that Flew Everyone Home 
 

The U.S. military experienced an unimaginable 
increase during World War II.  In 1939, there 
were 334,000 servicemen, not counting the  
Coast Guard.  In 1945, there were over 12 mil-
lion, including the Coast Guard. 
 

At the end of the war, over 8 million of these men 
and women were scattered overseas in Europe, 
the Pacific and Asia.  Shipping them out wasn’t a 
particular problem but getting them home was 
a massive logistical headache. 
 

The problem didn’t come as a surprise, as Army 
Chief of Staff General George C. Marshall had 
already established committees to address the 
issue in 1943. 

Soldiers returning home on the USS General Harry Taylor in 
August 1945 
 

When Germany fell in May 1945, the U.S. Navy 
was still busy fighting in the Pacific and couldn’t 
assist.  The job of transporting 3 million men  
home fell to the Army and the Merchant Marine.  
300 Victory and Liberty cargo ships were con-
verted to troop transports for the task.  During 
the war, 148,000 troops crossed the Atlantic 
west to east each month.  The rush home 
ramped this up to 435,000 a month over 14 
months. 
 

In October 1945, with the war in Asia also over, 
the Navy started chipping in, converting all avail-
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Therefore, a sub operation, Operation Santa 
Claus, was dedicated to the purpose.   
 

Due to storms at sea and an overabundance of 
soldiers eligible for return home, however, Santa 
Claus could only return a fraction in time and still 
not quite home but at least to American soil. 
 

The nation’s transportation network was over 
loaded, trains heading west from the East Coast 
were on average 6 hours behind schedule and 
trains heading east from the West Coast 
were twice that late.   

 
The crowded flight 
deck of the USS 
Saratoga . 
 

The USS  
Saratoga trans-
ported home a 
total of 29,204 
servicemen dur-
ing Operation 
Magic Carpet, 
more than any 
other ship. 
 

Many freshly 
discharged men 
found them-
selves stuck in 
separation cen-
ters but faced 

an outpouring of love and friendliness from the 
locals.  Many townsfolk took in freshly arrived 
troops and invited them to Christmas dinner in 
their homes.  Still others gave their train tickets 
to soldiers and still others organized quick par-
ties at local train stations for men on layover. 
 

A Los Angeles taxi driv-
er took six soldiers all 
the way to Chicago.  
Another took another 
carload of men to Man-
hattan, the Bronx, Pitts-
burgh, Long Island, 
Buffalo and New 
Hampshire.  Neither of 
the drivers accepted a 
fare beyond the cost of 
gas. 

Overjoyed troops returning home on the battleship  
USS Texas 
 

Twenty-nine ships were dedicated to transporting 
war brides, women married to American soldiers 
during the war. 
 

The Japanese surrender in August 1945 came 
none too soon, but it put an extra burden 
on Operation Magic Carpet.   
 

The war in Asia had been expected to go well 
into 1946 and the Navy and the War Shipping 
Administration were hard-pressed to bring home 
all the soldiers who now had to get home earlier 
than anticipated.  The transports carrying them 
also had to collect numerous POWs from recent-
ly liberated Japanese camps, many of whom suf-
fered from malnutrition and illness. 

U.S. soldiers recently liberated from Japanese POW camps 
 

The time to get home depended a lot on the cir-
cumstances.  USS Lake Champlain, a brand 
new  Essex- class carrier that arrived too late for 
the war, could cross the Atlantic and take 3,300 
troops home a little under 4 days and 8 hours.  
Meanwhile, troops going home from Australia or 
India would sometimes spend months on slower 
vessels. 

 

Hangar of the USS 
Wasp during the 
operation 
 

There was enor-
mous pressure 
on the operation 
to bring home as 
many men as 
possible by 
Christmas 1945.   
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had leukemia. The doctor advised them to take 
her home and to let her quietly slip away while 
keeping her comfortable and loving her.  
 

Mr. Bush was unwilling to give up that quickly. 
He called his uncle, Dr. John Walker, at Memori-
al Sloan-Kettering Hospital in New York City. 
They left Midland and took Robin to the hospital 
for treatment. The Bush's stayed at the Walker's 
apartment on Sutton Place in New York off and 
on until October 1953 when Robin passed away. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Bush were by her side. There 
was no funeral, as the Bush's had signed papers 
giving Robin's body to research hoping that a 
cure could be found for such a horrible disease.  
 

One day in New York Mr. Bush's father asked 
Mrs. Bush to go with him to the cemetery in 
Greenwich. Putnam Cemetery was on a hillside 
with trees, and he had picked out a headstone 
that had BUSH engraved in it. That was where 
little Robin was laid to rest.  
 

However, in the year 2000 Robin was moved to 
the future final resting place of President George 
H.W.Bush and Former First lady Barbara Bush. 
Her headstone is toward the back of the small 
cemetery. The little gravesite is beautiful, sur-
rounded by trees, with the lovely sound of birds 
all around. The Presidential Seal is just inside 
the gate made of marble and set in cement. This 
is on the Texas A&M University Campus where 
the Presidential library is located. The beautiful 
portrait of Robin which is located in the Presiden-
tial library was painted by prominent portrait art-
ist Louise Altson.  
 

Bush’s wife of 73 years, Barbara, died in April. 
 

Bush was the last of eight presidents to be a 
member of Veterans of Foreign Wars, the organ-
ization noted Saturday. 
 

“President Bush was highly admired within the 
veteran community and beyond,” VFW National 
Commander B.J. Lawrence said in a statement. 
 

George H.W. Bush joined the Navy on his 18th 
birthday and flew 58 combat missions in World 
War II, going on to win several honors, including 
a Distinguished Flying Cross and a Presidential 
Unit Citation. 
 

Bush was the last American president to have 
served in combat during wartime, as of now. He 
was the final president to have served in World 

All in all, though, the Christmas deadline proved 
untenable. 
 

The last 29 troop transports, carrying some 
200,000 men from the China-India-Burma  
theater, arrived to America in April 1946, bring-
ing Operation Magic Carpet to an end, though an 
additional 127,000 soldiers still took until Sep-
tember to return home and finally lay down the  
burden of war. 

U.S. President George Herbert Walker Bush  

1924-2018 
WWII Combat Pilot and VFW Member 

The drawing above depicts George, Barbara and 
their daughter Robin. 
 

George Herbert Walker Bush and his wife Barba-
ra were married on January 6, 1945. Their first 
child, a boy, named George Walker Bush was 
born a few short years later. On December 20, 
1949, a daughter, Pauline Robinson Bush was 
born. They called her Robin. In 1950, Mr. Bush 
moved his family to west Texas to a town called 
Midland. Jeb, the next son was only a few weeks 
old when Mrs. Bush noticed something strange 
in her daughter. Robin woke one morning and 
was undecided as to what to do. She stated that 
she might just lie on the grass and watch the 
cars go by or maybe just stay in bed. Mrs. Bush 
noticed that this was strange behavior for a three 
year old.  
 

She took her to Dr. Dorothy Wyvell to be exam-
ined and had blood drawn. Dr. Wyvell told Mrs. 
Bush to bring Mr. Bush back the next day, but to 
leave Robin at home. They were told that Robin 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=4311&pt=George%20Bush
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=4311&pt=George%20Bush
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=7748443&pt=Barbara%20Bush
http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=7748443&pt=Barbara%20Bush
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War II, ending a 40-year line of presidents who at 
least wore the uniform during World War II. 

 
 
 

ran.  His nomination was one of the 200 accept-
ed.  He and his wife Chris were at the party and 
enjoyed every minute of it! 

 

Bill Kurtis was the 
emcee.  A special 
tribute to the Hon-
or 200 Veterans 
was narrated by 
Joe Mantegna, 
followed by the 
brass section of 
the Chicago Sym-
phony Orchestra 
playing an Armed 

Forces Medley.  Jackie Joyner-Kersee lead a 
cavalcade of Olympians, Chicago Bears, Black-
hawks, Bulls, Cubs, Fire, White Sox and Rock-
ford Peaches.  A History/Culture Rap of Abra-
ham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address was per-
formed by Miguel Cervantes of Hamilton which 
also included the Illinois High School Theater 
Awardees.  Music entertainment was provided by 
Kevin Cronin, of REO Speedwagon, and Buddy 
Guy and his band.  Comic relief was provided by 
original members of the SNL Skit “The Super-
fans”. 

HONOR 200 
Illinois Bicentennial Celebration 

 

200 years ago, on December 3, 1818, Illinois be-
came the 21st state in the Union.   
 

One of the most important Bicentennial signature 
projects was HONOR 200. In partnership with 
the Department of Veteran’s Affairs, 200 Veter-
ans across Illinois who have gone above and be-
yond in serving their fellow Veterans and their 
communities were honored. 
 

The 200 Award recipients were recognized and 
included as part of the Official Bicentennial Cele-
bration, and they, and their guest were invited to 
attend – and were saluted at – Illinois’  200th 
Birthday Party at the Navy Pier Grand Ballroom 
in Chicago on December 3, 2018. 
 

The honorees came 
from more than 50 
counties across Illinois. 
Nominees are residents 
of Illinois honorably dis-
charged from the mili-
tary. They were evalu-
ated based on their 
achievements and their 
contributions to their 
communities. 
 

Post 1578 Quarter 
Master, Bob Reichert, 
was nominated by our State Senator, John Cur-

Robin Bush at age 3 Bush in his Grumman TBM 
Avenger aboard USS San 
Jacinto in 1944 

Pearl Harbor Day Remembered 
 

On Sunday, December 9th, our Post held our an-
nual Pear Harbor Day Remembrance Service.  
This event was held at the Woodridge Public Li-
brary in the first floor large meeting room.   
 

Yesterday, December 7, 1941 – a date that will live in 
infamy…… This year marked the 77th anniver-
sary of this vicious attack on America.  Our ser-
vice began with the Lisle-Woodridge Fire Depart-
ment Honor Guard posting the Colors followed 

by Girl Scout Troop 
51480 leading us in 
the Pledge of Alle-
giance.   
 

After watching a 8 
minute video of ac-

https://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrC3O_IxQ5cRD4Ax.wPxQt.;_ylu=X3oDMTBzdWd2cWI5BGNvbG8DYmYxBHBvcwMxMAR2dGlkAwRzZWMDc3I-/RV=2/RE=1544500808/RO=10/RU=https%3a%2f%2fillinois200.com%2f/RK=2/RS=GvvxljgTPkhlS9BRFocGeCG6jz0-
https://illinois200.com/events/bicentennial-birthday-party/
https://illinois200.com/events/bicentennial-birthday-party/
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Post Christmas Party 
 

On Monday night,  
December 10th, Post 
members and their 

guests met at  
Shanahan’s for our  

annual Christmas Party! 

tual film and photos from that day, several Post 
members provided readings about the events 
that happened on December 7th, 1941. 

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS  
FROM THE 

VFW 
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 Donate the Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots at Village Hall 
 

Support the Toys for Tots program by donating a 
new, unwrapped toy (please no stuffed animals or 
toy weapons). A drop-off box is located at Village 
Hall, and toys can be dropped off until Decem-
ber 14th at Noon. The toys will be donated to 
needy children in DuPage County. For more infor-
mation, call the Village Hall (630) 852-7000 or John 
Sucansky at (630) 985-2620.  John is our Post coor-
dinator for this program. 
 

The primary goal of Toys for Tots is to deliver, through a new toy at Christmas, a message of hope 
to less fortunate youngsters that will assist them in becoming responsible, productive and patriotic 
citizens. 
 

For 71 Years The Marine Corps Has Been Making a Difference in the Lives of American Families 
 

Toys for Tots began in 1947 as the brain child of Marine Corps Reserve Major Bill Hendricks, Actu-
ally it was his wife, Diane, who was the real inspiration. She had crafted a few handcrafted dolls and 
asked Bill to deliver them to an agency that supports children in need. When Bill reported back to 
his wife he could not find such an organization, she instructed him to “ Start One!”.  

tel:(630)%20985-2620

