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“Veterans United” 
 

Post Officers 
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  Sr. Vice-Commander— Frank Mampreian 
  Jr. Vice-Commander— Mike Rennewanz 

  Quartermaster— Bob Reichert 
 

Post Answering Machine 
630-910-1578 

 

This Award Winning Newsletter is written for ALL members of VFW 
Post 1578.  If you have an article or any worthy event that you wish to 
share please call us or email us at woodridgevfw@gmail.com, or 
mail it to:  
 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 
P.O. Box 8219   Woodridge, IL 60517 

 

Visit Us On-Line 
 

www.woodridgevfw.net 
 

Post 1578 is a 501(c)(19) 
 

Next Post Meeting 
 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, February 
26th,  at 7:30 pm at Shanahan’s, 1999 W. 75th Street, Woodridge, 
IL 60517.  Plan to attend!  All Eli-
gible Veterans are Welcome!! 
 

Meet and Greet at 7:00 pm 
“Safety Meeting”  9:00 until 10:30 pm  

 
 

Visit us      Like us          on  
 

Woodridge  
VFW 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 was chartered on November 8, 1983 with 33 original mem-
bers.  Today we are in our 35th year of community service to 
the people and Village of 
Woodridge.  Post 1578 is a 
proud sponsor of:   



VETERAN  VIEWS PAGE   2   VOLUME 18,  I SSUE   2  

VFW Blue Water Navy Vet Wins  
Federal Appeals Court Ruling 

 

WASHINGTON (January 30, 2019) — The U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit reversed 
a decade-old ruling yesterday that potentially 
paves the way for the return of earned disability 
benefits for some 90,000 so-called Blue Water 
Navy veterans from the Vietnam War. 
  

The case, Procopio v. Wilkie, was supported by 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States and a number of other veterans service 
organizations and advocates. It had Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs Robert L. Wilkie Jr. being sued 
by Navy veteran and VFW life member Alfred 
Procopio Jr., who was denied service connection 
for prostate cancer and diabetes mellitus be-
cause he never stepped foot on dry land or 
served within Vietnam’s inland waterways. Pro-
copio, a life member of VFW Post 6587 in Spring 
Lake Park, Minn., was assigned aboard the air-
craft carrier USS Intrepid, which was stationed 
inside Vietnam’s 12-mile territorial waters. Both 
of his illnesses are listed among the VA’s 14 pre-
sumptive diseases associated with exposure to 
Agent Orange. 
  

The Federal Appeals Court focused on the intent 
of the 1991 Agent Orange Act, which was to 
grant a presumption of service connection for 
certain diseases to veterans who “served in the 
Republic of Vietnam.” At issue was whether ser-
vice within territorial waters constituted service 
“in the Republic of Vietnam.” By a 9-2 decision, 
the Appeals Court ruled it did. 
  

“Although very pleased with the ruling, the VFW 
isn’t quite ready to celebrate,” said VFW Nation-
al Commander B.J. Lawrence. “That’s because 
the VA can always appeal the ruling and Con-
gress has yet to pass a Blue Water Navy bill,” he 
said. “But, it is very encouraging to now have a 
court of law support Blue Water Navy veterans 
along with the court of public opinion. We need 
to get this done and reinforce to tens of thou-
sands of veterans that our nation does have 
your back when you come home from war. 

  

“The VFW now calls on 
VA to make Blue Water 
Navy veterans whole as 
soon as possible, and we 

stand ready to assist VA in doing so.” 

 

VA is Making Real Progress on  
Suicide Prevention for Veterans 

 

Under President Trump, VA has done more in 
the last two years than it has in decades 
in reforming the department and improving care 
and benefits for our nation’s heroes. 
 

The VA has made groundbreaking progress, par-
ticularly in the areas of accountability, transpar-
ency and efficiency across the department while 
achieving an unprecedented series of legislative 
successes, including giving greater choice in 
care to our nation’s veterans through the MIS-
SION Act. 
 

As part of these efforts, the department is mak-
ing great strides in our top clinical priority -- sui-
cide prevention -- and in improving mental health 
care for veterans, including through Telehealth, 
and same-day mental health services. 

 

In his first year in office, 
President Trump issued 
an executive order to 
support veterans during 
their transition from uni-
formed service to civilian 
life. The order focuses 
on transitioning service 
members and veterans 
in the first 12 months af-
ter separation from ser-
vice, a critical period 
marked by a high risk for 

suicide. 
 

This executive order helps ensure that service 
members learn about VA benefits and start en-
rollment before becoming veterans, and any 
newly transitioned veteran can go to a VA medi-
cal center or vet center and start receiving men-
tal health care right away. Transitioning service 
members and veterans will be able to find infor-
mation quickly online about their eligibility for VA 
care. Former service members with other-than-
honorable discharges can also receive mental 

VA Secretary Robert Wilkie 

http://www.cafc.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/opinions-orders/17-1821.Opinion.1-29-2019.pdf
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/agent-orange/related-diseases/
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/agent-orange/related-diseases/
https://www.foxnews.com/category/politics/executive/white-house
https://video.foxnews.com/v/5860336619001/?#sp=show-clips
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Post Color Opens 12th Annual  
IASPA Conference 

 

On Thursday, January 24th, our Post Color Guard 
opened the 12th annual Illinois Association of 
School Personnel Administrators Conference 
held at the Hilton Lisle/Naperville. 
 

IASPA formed in 2006 to serve and to connect 
Illinois educational human resources leaders. 
They are the first statewide organization com-
prised of and devoted to serving K-12 education-
al administrators 
who are responsible 
for personnel and 
personnel issues. 

health care from VA medical centers. 
 

We’ve also taken a number of other important 
steps to reach veterans at risk.  Since becoming 
VA’s director of suicide prevention, Dr. Keita 
Franklin has added more than 20 staff to her 
team, worked to improve 
the office’s organizational 
structure and brought clear 
lines of responsibility and 
accountability to VA’s sui-
cide prevention efforts. 
 

We also ramped up our 
spending on suicide pre-
vention outreach in a big 
way.  VA spent $12.2 mil-
lion on suicide prevention 
outreach in fiscal year 
2018, including $1.5 mil-
lion on paid media. During 
fiscal year 2019, our total budget for suicide pre-
vention is approximately $47.5 million, and we 
plan to spend $20 million of that budget on out-
reach. 
 

We’ve also made great use of unpaid media 
through our partnership with Johnson & Johnson 
to produce a public service announcement fea-
turing Tom Hanks—at no cost to VA. That part-
nership helped put VA in the top 10 of the Niel-
sen ratings for PSAs. 
 

More and more Americans are taking advantage 
of VA’s suicide prevention resources. The Veter-
ans Crisis Line helps about 2,000 callers every 
day. In the past 10 years, it has answered over 
3.5 million calls, engaged in over 413,000 online 
chats, and responded to over 98,000 text mes-
sages. And our suicide prevention coordinators 
conducted over 22,000 outreach events last 
year, reaching 2.2 million Veterans and family 
members. 
 

Also, a recent pilot study found that a Safety 
Planning Intervention program currently in use at 
five VA facilities has shown to reduce suicidal 
behavior by 45 percent, and this intervention will 
be expanded to all VA facilities nationwide. 
 

Tragically, an average of 20 veterans die by sui-
cide each day. Of those 20, 14 have not re-
ceived recent VA care. The goal of VA’s suicide 
prevention efforts is not to get every veteran en-

rolled in VA care, but rather to equip communities 
to help veterans get the right care, whenever and 
wherever they need it. 
 

This means using prevention approaches that cut 
across all sectors in which veterans may interact, 
and collaborating with veteran service organiza-
tions, state and local leaders, medical profession-
als, criminal justice officials, private employers 
and many other stakeholders.  We’re doing this 
through the Mayor’s Challenge in which we work 
with cities to develop community plans to end 
veteran suicide, and we’re expanding that pro-
gram to work with governors on the same ap-
proach in their states in February. 
 

Put simply, suicide prevention is much more than 
intervention at the point of crisis – it is about cre-
ating and fostering cultures where veterans and 
their families thrive. We’re all in this together. We 
must approach this matter compassionately and 
clinically and build on the important lessons from 
the past, while expanding our efforts in new di-
rections that make sense. 
 

If any veteran is in crisis, we encourage him or 
her to visit the closest VA facility, as all VA health 
care locations provide same-day urgent mental 
health care services, or call the veterans crisis 
line at 1-800-273-8255. 

Dr. Keita Franklin, Director 
of Suicide Prevention — 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs 

Post members Bob 
Reichert, Randy Braasch 
(obscured by Old Glory) 
and Frank Mampreian 
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to you to sit in them. It is your responsibility to 
learn, to be good students, and to be good citi-
zens. They paid the price so that you could have 
the freedom to get an education. Don't ever for-
get it.' 
 

By the way, 
this is a true 
story. And this 
teacher was 
awarded the 
Veterans of 
Foreign Wars 
Teacher of the 
Year for the 
State of  
Arkansas in 
2006. She is 
the daughter of a WWII POW. 
 

Let us always remember the men and women of 
our military and the rights they have won for us. 

NOW THERE’S A TEACHER!!! 
 

In September of 2005, on the first day of school, 
Martha Cothren, a History teacher at Robinson 
High School in Little Rock, did something not to 
be forgotten. On the first day of school, with the 
permission of the school superintendent, the 
principal and the building supervisor, she re-
moved all of the desks in her classroom. When 
the first period kids entered the room they dis-
covered that there were no desks. 'Ms. Cothren, 
where are our desks?' 
 

She replied, 'You can't have a desk until you tell 
me how you earn the right to sit at a desk.'  
 

They thought, 'Well, maybe it's our grades.' 'No,' 
she said. 'Maybe it's our behavior.' She told 
them, 'No, it's not even your behavior.' 
 

And so, they came and went, the first period, 
second period, third period. Still, no desks were 
in the classroom. Kids called their parents to tell 
them what was happening and by early after-
noon television news crews had started gather-
ing at the school to report about this crazy teach-
er who had taken all the desks out of her class-
room. 
 

The final period of the day came and as the puz-
zled students found seats on the floor of the desk
-less classroom. Martha Cothren said, 
'Throughout the day no one has been able to tell 
me just what he or she has done to earn the right 
to sit at the desks that are ordinarily found in this 
classroom. Now I am going to tell you.' 
 

At this point, Martha Cothren went over to the 
door of her classroom and opened it. Twenty-
seven (27) U.S. Armed Services Veterans, all in 
uniform, walked into that classroom, each one 
carrying a school desk. The veterans began 
placing the school desks in rows, and then they 
would walk over and stand alongside the wall. By 
the time the last soldier had set the final desk in 
place those kids started to understand, perhaps 
for the first time in their lives, just how the right to 
sit at those desks had been earned. 
 

Martha said, 'You didn't earn the right to sit at 
these desks. These heroes did it for you. They 
placed the desks here for you. They went half-
way around the world, giving up their education 
and interrupting their careers and families so you 
could have the freedoms you have. Now, it's up 

Women in the Military Draft,  
or Dump the System Altogether?  

 

New Report Looks at Radical Options 
By: Leo Shane III  

(Wednesday, January 23, 2019) 
 

Expanding Military, National and Public  
Service Opportunities:  

 

Last Month, VFW National Security and Foreign 
Affairs Director John Towles attended an interim 
progress update hosted by the National Commis-
sion on Military, National and Public Service 
(NCOS). After a year of examination, the com-
mission released its Interim Report regarding op-
tions it is examining to increase participation not 
only in military service but also in national and 
public service.  
 

The Selective Service System could start includ-
ing women in its lists for possible future military 
drafts in the next few years. 
 

Or it could also start using those lists to help fine-
tune military recruitment by identifying highly-
skilled high schoolers interested in public ser-
vice. 
 

Or it could disband altogether, abandoning any 
procedure for involuntary military service in the 
future. 
 

Members of the National Commission on Military, 

https://www.militarytimes.com/author/leo-shane-iii
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2016/06/25/women-and-the-military-draft-selective-service-s-fate-hinges-on-the-decision/
https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2016/06/25/women-and-the-military-draft-selective-service-s-fate-hinges-on-the-decision/
https://www.armytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2018/08/21/assistant-army-secretary-nominee-sees-young-teens-college-dropouts-as-armys-next-recruiting-targets/
https://www.inspire2serve.gov/
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National and Public Service charged with recom-
mending potentially radical changes to the Selec-
tive Service System released their interim report 
on Wednesday, outlining a host of potentially 
dramatic overhauls they may recommend in 
coming years. 
 

Along with including women in the draft rolls — a 
polarizing topic which lawmakers specifically 
formed the commission to explore — the report 
includes a number of proposals to expand the 
scope of national service opportunities for all 
Americans. 

Sgt. Nicole Turner, a motor transport heavy equipment mechanic, 

practices sighting in during Female Engagement Team training at 

Camp Lejeune, North Carolina on Oct. 10, 2018. A national com-

mission is considering whether women should be required to 

register for the Selective Service System for a potential future mili-

tary draft. (Lance Cpl. Tawanya Norwood/Marine Corps) 

Among the ideas: Include more local volunteer 
opportunities in high school, simplifying the pro-
cess for applying to federal jobs, better promot-
ing federal service organizations like the Peace 
Corps, and using the Selective Service System 
to better identify recruits for the military. 
 

Commission Chairman Joe Heck, a former Neva-
da congressman who served in Iraq with the Ar-
my, said no decisions on any of the proposals 
have been made yet. The group’s final recom-
mendations are due to Congress and the White 
House in March 2020. 
 

But he said he expects the work to yield some 
significant changes in the end. 
“As Americans, we are ready to defend our coun-
try as needed,” he said. “But for some of our 
younger Americans, the draft is just something 

you hear discussed on TV … There is no widely 
held expectation for service in our country today, 
and we need to look at that.” 
 

But while the commission has found broad sup-
port for some of those ideas encouraging more 
public service, the proposal to require women to 
register for a potential military draft remains con-
troversial. 
 

Under current law, all men between 18 and 26 
are required to register with Selective Service 
officials in the event of a national emergency re-
quiring military conscription. The law remains in 
effect even though the country has not had a mil-
itary draft in more than four decades. 
 

As all military combat jobs have been opened to 
women in recent years, however, several law-
makers and advocacy groups have pushed to 
open the Selective Service requirement to wom-
en as well. 

JAMES P. COULSON, 73 
Jim was my Best Friend in Vietnam 

— Mike Rennewanz 
 

Jim, 73, passed away March 16, 2018, of natural 
causes, surrounded by friends at a dear friend’s 
home. 
 

Jim graduated from Columbia Falls High School 
in 1963 then attended Northern Montana College 
in Havre for two years. 
 

In 1966 he joined the Navy and did one tour in 
Vietnam. After discharge from the Navy in 1970, 
he came back to Columbia Falls and worked at 
Plum Creek. Soon after, he purchased his pride 
and joy, a 1970 red Buick Grand Sport, which he 
still owned. 
 

Jim retired from Plum Creek and became “Mr. 
Social.” He had a weekly routine of lunches and 
coffee, which you didn’t interrupt, as his many 
friends can testify to. He enjoyed hosting many 
class reunions in his backyard. He was always 
open for family, neighborhood and friends gath-
ering at his home. 
 

When he wasn’t out to eat he worked on vehicle 
engines and computers. He was well known for 
his auto mechanic work. He didn’t own a tractor 
but belonged to Flathead Tractor and Engine As-
sociation and enjoyed helping members work on 
their engines. 
 

https://www.inspire2serve.gov/
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He was an avid motorcyclist. He still enjoyed a 
ride or two in the summer months with friends. 
 

Jim was preceded in death by his parents Her-
vey and Marie Coulson, and many aunts, uncles 
and cousins. 

He is survived by his sister Judi Hedstrom and 
husband Rob, a nephew Mike Hedstrom and 
niece Kelly Hamilton, and three grandnieces. 
 

Memorial services will be held from 11 a.m. until 
2 p.m. July 7 in Jim’s backyard, 185 Veterans 
Drive. A military salute by the American Legion 
Post No. 72 will close the memorial. 
 

Jim is missed by his family and many, many 
friends. 

applicant must demonstrate the spirit of what 
Comrade Stewart believed in – namely his patri-
otic and community based principles. 
 

Eligibility – The applicant must be a descendant 
of a VFW-eligible veteran. That is, he or she 
must be a son or daughter, granddaughter or 
grandson, great-granddaughter or great-
grandson, or brother or sister of a veteran who 
is/was eligible for membership into the VFW. 
That veteran need not be a current member, 
however. Proof of eligibility is required (DD Form 
214).   
 

The applicant must be graduating from either 
Downers Grove North or Downers Grove South 
High School in the current year with plans to pur-
sue a higher education. This refers to schooling 
beyond the high school level, whether academic, 
vocational, or technical, taken at any state ac-
credited institution of learning or training. A maxi-
mum of two $1,000.00 scholarships will be 
awarded for the 2018-2019 school year. 
 

The Application Form is available at 
www.woodridgevfw.net/scholarships  as well 
as a VFW eligibility form. 
 

Deadlines – The deadline for student applica-
tions is April 15th.  That is when the VFW must 
receive them!  The announcement of the winners 
will be on May 1st. 
 

Questions - Address any questions to 
woodridgevfw@gmail.com or leave a message 
on the Post answering machine at 630-910-
1578.   

Jim Stewart VFW Memorial Scholarship  
 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars of the United States, has estab-
lished a scholarship with the intention of assist-
ing one or more high school students in their pur-
suit of continuing education. This scholarship 
was named after former Post Commander Jim 
Stewart, an Iraqi war veteran, who was very ac-
tive with many of the VFW causes. Jim died in 
1999 after a battle with pancreatic cancer. The 

http://www.woodridgevfw.net/scholarships
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Patriot’s Pen 
“Why I Honor the American Flag” 

 

On Sunday, January 27th, VFW 
19th District held their annual 
Patriot’s Pen Pizza Party.  This 
year’s event was at Batavia 
Overseas Post 1197.  Our Post 
winner, Anjali Kota, was one of 
24 other Post winners in  

attendance. 
 

Bob Reichert and Frank Mampreian represented 
our Post.  Anjali brought her parents, Teja and 
Kameswara, younger brother Aditya, and her  
Social Studies teacher, Mrs. Borrowdale. 
 

With over 2,200 participants in the 19th Dis-
trict, Anjali placed 3rd overall.  She was award-
ed another Certificate, a Flag Desk set and 
$200.00! 
 

CONGRATULATIONS ANJALI! 

VFW Fundraiser  
Family Pasta Dinner with Raffle 

 

Woodridge VFW invites you to a family pasta 
dinner on Saturday, March 23rd.  This event will 
be held at Shanahan’s, located on the corner of 
75th Street and Woodward Avenue.  (1999 75th 
Street) All proceeds allow Woodridge VFW Post 
1578 to serve our local veterans, the VFW Na-
tional Home and the Village of Woodridge. 
 

Seating is available from 5:00 – 8:00pm.  The 
meal will be Buffet Style – All you can eat – and 
includes spaghetti, pasta, salad, bread sticks 
and dessert.  A cash bar is available.  Tickets will 
be available at the door, or in advance from any 
Post 1578 member, or call the Post at 630-910-
1578 and leave a message.  Tickets are $10.00 
per person or $25.00 per family (children under 
12 are free). 
 

The VFW is also raffling off an LG 49” 4K TV 
SMART-LED-HDR, and a 40” VIZIO D-SERIES 
Full-Array LED Smart HDTV.  Raffle tickets 
are only $15.00 each or 3 for $40.00.  Two 
chances to win!  Winner need not be present 
to win.  For tickets in advance, Contact: 

Woodridge VFW — 630-910-1578 or 
woodridgevfw@gmail.com 

 

Left to right:  Aditya, Anjali, 
and Kameswara Koto 

Left to right:  Frank  
Mampreian, Cheryl Borrowdale 
and Teja Koto 

Left to right:  Bob Reichert, Cheryl Borrowdale and Anjali  

mailto:woodridgevfw@gmail.com
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