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“Veterans United” 
 

Post Officers 
  Commander— Ray Travis 

  Sr. Vice-Commander— Frank Mampreian 
  Jr. Vice-Commander— Mike Rennewanz 

  Quartermaster— Bob Reichert 
 

Post Answering Machine 
630-910-1578 

 

This Award Winning Newsletter is written for ALL members of VFW 
Post 1578.  If you have an article or any worthy event that you wish to 
share please call us or email us at woodridgevfw@gmail.com, or 
mail it to:  
 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 
P.O. Box 8219   Woodridge, IL 60517 

 

Visit Us On-Line 
 

www.woodridgevfw.net 
 

Post 1578 is a 501(c)(19) 
 

Next Post Meeting 
 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, March 26th,  
at 7:30 pm at Shanahan’s, 1999 W. 75th Street, Woodridge, IL 
60517.  Plan to attend!  All Eligi-
ble Veterans are Welcome!! 
 

Meet and Greet at 7:00 pm 
“Safety Meeting”  9:00 until 10:30 pm  

 
 

Visit us      Like us          on  
 

Woodridge  
VFW 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 was chartered on November 8, 1983 with 33 original mem-
bers.  Today we are in our 35th year of community service to 
the people and Village of 
Woodridge.  Post 1578 is a 
proud sponsor of:   
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VFW Fundraiser  
Family Pasta Dinner with Raffle. 

 

Woodridge VFW invites you to a family pasta 
dinner on Saturday, March 23rd.  This event will 
be held at Shanahan’s, located on the corner of 
75th Street and Woodward Avenue.  (1999 75th 
Street) All proceeds allow Woodridge VFW Post 
1578 to serve our local veterans, the VFW Na-
tional Home and the Village of Woodridge. 
 

Seating is available from 5:00 – 8:00pm.  The 
meal will be Buffet Style – All you can eat – and 
includes spaghetti, pasta, salad, bread sticks and 
dessert.  A cash bar is available.  Tickets will be 
available at the door, or in advance from any 
Post 1578 member, or call the Post at 630-910-
1578 and leave a message.  Tickets are $10.00 
per person or $25.00 per family (children under 
12 are free). 
 

The VFW is also raffling off an LG 49” 4K TV 
SMART-LED-HDR, and a 40” VIZIO D-SERIES 
Full-Array LED Smart HDTV.  Raffle tickets 
are only $15.00 each or 3 for $40.00.  Two 
chances to win!  Winner need not be present 
to win.  For tickets in advance, Contact: 

Woodridge VFW — 630-910-1578 or 
woodridgevfw@gmail.com 

 

Jim Stewart VFW Memorial Scholarship  
 

Woodridge Memorial 
VFW Post 1578, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars of the 
United States, has estab-
lished a scholarship with 
the intention of assisting 
one or more high school 
students in their pursuit of continuing education. 
This scholarship was named after former Post 
Commander Jim Stewart, an Iraqi war veteran, 
who was very active with many of the VFW caus-
es. Jim died in 1999 after a battle with pancreatic 
cancer. The applicant must demonstrate the spir-
it of what Comrade Stewart believed in – namely 
his patriotic and community based principles. 
 

Eligibility – The applicant must be a descendant 
of a VFW-eligible veteran. That is, he or she 
must be a son or daughter, granddaughter or 
grandson, great-granddaughter or great-
grandson, or brother or sister of a veteran who 
is/was eligible for membership into the VFW. 
That veteran need not be a current member, 
however. Proof of eligibility is required (DD Form 
214).   
 

The applicant must be graduating from either 
Downers Grove North or Downers Grove South 
High School in the current year with plans to pur-
sue a higher education. This refers to schooling 
beyond the high school level, whether academic, 
vocational, or technical, taken at any state ac-
credited institution of learning or training. A maxi-
mum of two $1,000.00 scholarships will be 
awarded for the 2018-2019 school year. 
 

The Application Form is available at 
www.woodridgevfw.net/scholarships  as well 
as a VFW eligibility form. 
 

Deadlines – The deadline for student applica-
tions is April 15th.  That is when the VFW must 
receive them!  The announcement of the winners 
will be on May 1st. 
 

Questions - Address any questions to 
woodridgevfw@gmail.com or leave a message 
on the Post answering machine at 630-910-
1578.   

mailto:woodridgevfw@gmail.com
http://www.woodridgevfw.net/scholarships
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The Vietnamese government had been making 
similar claims for years. Agent Orange had 
caused horrifying ailments — massive tumors, 
children born with no eyes and anuses, entire 
families wiped out by cancer. The U.S. govern-
ment dismissed it as communist propaganda. 

A Vietnam War Veteran is tested for Agent Orange during a Center 
for Disease Control (CDC) study in 1985. Veterans affected by the 
chemical agent had reached a $180 million settlement with Dow the 
year before. (Steve Northup/Life Images Collection/Getty Images) 
 

Reutershan launched a $10-million lawsuit argu-
ing that three chemical companies, Dow, Hercu-
les, and Diamond Shamrock, “knew of the prop-
erties that would cause cancer before selling it.” 
He died a few months after filing, but his suit was 
folded into a class action suit with more than 
40,000 other veterans making similar claims 
about Agent Orange against seven chemical 
companies in what would be called the “biggest 
and most complicated case of its kind ever un-
dertaken.” Secretary of State Henry Kissinger 
and General William C. Westmoreland, com-
mander of the American forces in Vietnam, were 
on the witness list. Most obviously absent from 
the suit were Vietnamese civilians. 
 

The veterans’ case continually bumped up 
against an issue that would haunt tort law for 
years to come: chemicals and our interactions 
with them are more complex than the scope of 
scientific understanding. A straight line between 
a substance and its effects on humans is hard to 
come by, especially when years pass between 
exposure and symptom. Dioxin, the chemical 
produced in manufacturing Agent Orange, was, 

The Agent Orange Trial Proved that  
US Chemical Companies Killed our Soldiers, 

but got away with it 
TIMELINE 

 

In 1968, 18-year-old Paul Reutershan was pilot-
ing a helicopter through plumes of acrid-smelling 
smoke above the jungles of Vietnam. It was the 
height of the Vietnam war and U.S. forces had 
begun coating the country in an herbicide known 
as Agent Orange in order to destroy Viet Cong 
hiding places. Between 1962 and 1971, they 
blasted over 20 million gallons of Agent Orange 
from fire hoses and planes, over an area about 
the size of New Jersey. The government was 
confident that the chemical would be a turning 
point in the war and save American lives. 

US planes spraying defoliant Agent Orange in 1970. (Dick Swanson/
Life Images Collection/Getty Images) 
 

Ten years later, Reutershan appeared on 
the Today Show. His face was gaunt as he told 
the American public, “I died in Vietnam, but I did-
n’t even know it.” He had been recently diag-
nosed with terminal cancer and Agent Orange 
was to blame, he said. He made the connection 
after reading an informal study run by a Veterans 
Administration counselor in Chicago, Maude De-
Victor. DeVictor had received a call from a veter-
an with terminal cancer who told her about Agent 
Orange. The case struck a nerve for her because 
of her own struggle with cancer. DeVictor then 
made hundreds of phone calls to other veterans, 
confirming many of the same symptoms — soft 
tissue cancers, rashes, and birth defects in their 
children. She went to her bosses who ignored 
her. She went to politicians who also ignored her. 
It wasn’t until news outlets began covering the 
story that her bosses got a call from VA head-
quarters in Washington. DeVictor was not to be 
allowed to talk to the media. 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/1984/05/06/nyregion/vietnam-agent-orange-suit-by-veterans-is-going-to-trial.html?pagewanted=all
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/12/us/agent-oranges-long-legacy-for-vietnam-and-veterans.html
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by the time the case began, illegal and consid-
ered  “the world’s most toxic substance.” But the 
smoking gun that was so obvious to the Vietnam-
ese, DeVictor, Reutershan, and the other veter-
ans, proved elusive in the court of law. Soft tis-
sue cancers and birth defects are not unique to 
Agent Orange, and the chemical companies ar-
gued they could have been caused by something 
else. Studies on the substance were contradicto-
ry. 

 

Vietnam veteran James Burdge 
shows a rash on his arms he 
claims was caused by exposure 
to Agent Orange outside Brook-
lyn Federal Court in 1984. 
(Bettmann/Getty Images) 
 

But a memo unearthed 
during the trial revealed 
that dioxin had worried 
the chemical compa-
nies too — in regards to 
their bottom line, at 
least. In 1965, several 
representatives from 
rival chemical compa-
nies had gathered in 

Midland, Michigan for a closed door meeting to 
discuss the mutual threat to their industry. Dow 
executives shared a study with the group that 
dioxin caused ‘’severe’’ liver damage in rabbits. 
A Dow executive reported to that the company’s 
president, Donald Baldwin, “was extremely fright-
ened that this situation might explode.’’ 
 

It didn’t. In 1984, the case settled for what was at 
the time, the largest tort settlement in the na-
tion’s history: $180 million. Despite this, many 
veterans were disappointed. They wanted to see 
the chemical companies fully exposed on the 
world stage. A team of lawyers had made the 
settlement decision without consulting them. “I 
have no feeling for this country anymore,’’ one 
veteran said. “They have total disregard for us 
when they can plea-bargain behind a closed 
door without notice to us.’’ By settling, the chemi-
cal companies could avoid an admission of guilt: 
“Agent Orange was a safe product when it was 
used in the Vietnam war and it’s a safe product 
today,” said a Dow representative. That same 
year, Maude DeVictor was fired from the VA. 
 

The implications for the case were troubling. As 
Yale law professor Peter Schuck pointed out in 

his book, Agent Orange on Trial, the case proved 
the American legal system was not capable of 
handling massive chemical cases like this. The 
costs were enormous, the delays untenable, and 
the necessity of proving causality was in most 
cases impossible. The chemical companies 
might pay out, but would essentially always win. 
 

After the settlement, the U.S. government would 
speak out of both sides of its mouth. Though it 
was wary of attributing the veterans’ ailments to 
Agent Orange, veterans were eventually allowed 
to file claims for cancers and other ailments as-
sociated with the chemical. And the question of 
what the Vietnamese were owed lingered. The 
Vietnamese government estimated that 500,000 
children were born with birth defects. Though the 
U.S. never apologized for the use of Agent Or-
ange, it helped build a plant on the toxic Da 
Nang base that would heat the soil to 600 de-
grees to eliminate Agent Orange, though over 
two dozen dioxin hotspots remain that continue 
to poison people. When a group of Vietnamese 
filed a multi-billion dollar class action suit against 
the chemical companies in 2005, alleging that 
Agent Orange constituted chemical warfare un-
der international law, it was thrown out. The 
chemicals, the court said, had been intended for 
foliage, not humans, so it wasn’t chemical war-
fare. 
 

As for the chemical companies, they considered 
the settlement a win. Immediately after the settle-
ment was announced, stocks for all of the chemi-
cal companies involved in the suit went up. 

Vietnam War Veterans to Fly in 2019 
 

Honor Flight Chicago 
recognizes the brav-
ery, determination 
and patriotism of our 
nation’s senior war 
veterans with a one-of
-a-kind journey to 
Washington, D.C. The 
trip is only one day, 
but the experience is 
life-changing. 
 

 
Check out their Web Site at:   

https://www.honorflightchicago.org/ 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/entertainment/books/1986/11/09/debating-agent-orange-in-the-courts-and-the-laboratory/f4ca8f2c-c68c-43e9-a89f-cfc1b92ca7cc/?utm_term=.90ffec4ce824
http://www.nytimes.com/1983/04/19/us/1965-memos-show-dow-s-anxiety-on-dioxin.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.nytimes.com/1984/05/08/nyregion/veterans-accept-180-million-pact-on-agent-orange.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.nytimes.com/1986/11/10/arts/nbc-film-on-agent-orange-dispute.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/05/26/the-things-america-hasnt-apologized-for/?utm_term=.6b5368e49572
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/nation-world/world/article24751351.html
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Read Across America Day 2019  
 

Woodridge School District 68 organized the first 
inaugural Read Across America Day in all six 
grade schools in Woodridge.  It gave an oppor-
tunity for all the local community groups to volun-
teer readers for a great cause! 
 

There were readers from the Board of Education, 
Village Trustees, Village of Woodridge, 
Woodridge Police Department, Woodridge Park 
District, Woodridge Public Library, Lisle-
Woodridge Fire Protection District, West Subur-
ban Community Pantry, Woodridge Rotary Club, 
Woodridge Special Events Committee, Active 
Seniors Crafting for a Cause, Woodridge Kiwanis 
Club, and Woodridge VFW Post 1578. 
 

Four Post mem-
bers volunteered. 

 
 

Desert Storm Memorial Site Dedication 
 

The VFW joined with hundreds of veterans and 
officials to dedicate the site of the new National 
Desert Storm and Desert Shield Memorial last 
week at the corner of 23rd Street and Constitu-
tion Avenue, NW, in the shadow of the Lincoln 
Memorial and near the Vietnam Wall. Special 
guest speakers were former Vice President and 
then-Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney, retired 
Air Force General Chuck Horner, former U.S. 
Ambassador to Kuwait Ed Gnehm, and current 
Kuwait Ambassador to the U.S. Abdullah Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah.  
 

Representing the VFW on the dais were the Me-
morial Foundation President/CEO Scott Stump, a 
Life member of the VFW Department of North 
Carolina, and Kentucky Lt. Governor Jenean 
Hampton, a Life member of VFW Post 4075 in 
Frankfort, Ky.  
 

The National Desert Storm and Desert Shield 
War Memorial is a new national monument that 
has been approved by Congress and President 
Trump (March 2017) to be built by 2021 on the 
National Mall in Washington, DC. 
 

National Desert Storm and Desert Shield War 
Memorial Act - Authorizes the National Desert 
Storm Memorial Association to establish a com-
memorative work on federal land in the District of 
Columbia to commemorate and honor those 
who, as members of the Armed Forces, served 
on active duty in support of Operation Desert 
Storm or Operation Desert Shield. 
 

Construction of the Memorial is led by the Na-
tional Desert Storm War Memorial Association, a 
501(c)3 organization in Washington, D.C. The 
association is led by a Honorary Board Chair-
man, Former President George H.W. Bush, and 
a Board of Directors comprised of Desert Storm 
Veterans from most branches of the military. 

COMMANDER RAY 
TRAVIS AT  
MEADOWVIEW 

HENRY 
RISTIC AT 
GOODRICH 

JOHN  
SUCANSKY 
AND HIS 
WIFE 
MARGE AT 
EDGE-
WOOD. 
 
NOT  
PICTURED 
 
BOB 
REICHERT 
AT EDGE-
WOOD 

 

POST OFFICER NOMINATIONS 
FOR THE 2019-2020 YEAR AT THE 

MARCH MEETING! 
 

ATTEND AND SUPPORT YOUT 
POST! 
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NATIONAL VIETNAM WAR VETERANS DAY 
 

National Vietnam War Veterans Day on March 29 honors the men and women who served and  
sacrificed during the longest conflict in United States history. 
 

It was on March 29, 1973, when combat and combat support units withdrew from South Vietnam. 
Generations later, Veterans of this time period are gaining the respect that was not so freely given 
upon their return. Involving five U.S. presidents, crossing nearly two decades and 500,000 U.S.  
military personnel, it left an indelible mark on the American psyche. 
 

Returning Veterans did not always receive respectful welcomes upon their arrive on American soil. 
There were 58,000 killed, never to return. National Vietnam War Veterans Day recognize the mili-
tary service of these men and women who answered the call to service their country when she 
needed them. They didn’t make the decisions to go to war. 
 

On National Vietnam War Veterans Day, we recognize the service and duty rendered by all service 
men and women of this era. 

HISTORY 
 

U.S. Senators Pat Toomey, R-Pa., and Joe Donnelly, D-Ind., introduced legislation in 2017 to honor 
Vietnam Veterans with a day on the anniversary of the withdrawal of military units from South  
Vietnam.  President Donald Trump signed the Vietnam War Veterans Day Act on March 28, 2017, 
calling for U.S. flags to be flown on March 29 for those who served. 
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