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Post Answering Machine 
630-910-1578 

 

This Award Winning Newsletter is written for ALL members of VFW 
Post 1578.  If you have an article or any worthy event that you wish to 
share please call us or email us at woodridgevfw@gmail.com, or 
mail it to:  
 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 
P.O. Box 8219   Woodridge, IL 60517 

 

Visit Us On-Line 
 

www.woodridgevfw.net 
 

Post 1578 is a 501(c)(19) 
 

Next Post Meeting 
 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, April 23rd,  
at 7:30 pm at Shanahan’s, 1999 W. 75th Street, Woodridge, IL 
60517.  Plan to attend!  All Eligi-
ble Veterans are Welcome!! 
 

Meet and Greet at 7:00 pm 
“Safety Meeting”  9:00 until 10:30 pm  

 
 

Visit us      Like us          on  
 

Woodridge  
VFW 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 was chartered on November 8, 1983 with 33 original mem-
bers.  Today we are in our 35th year of community service to 
the people and Village of 
Woodridge.  Post 1578 is a 
proud sponsor of:   
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The Last Raider: Dick Cole Dead at Age 103 
 

Veteran Views has followed this group of heroes in updated 
articles over several years. 
 

Veterans were saddened Tuesday to hear of the 
death of Lt. Col. Richard Cole, the last of the 
famed Doolittle Raiders, at age 103. Cole's death 
in San Antonio, Texas, was reported by family 
and friends on April 9, less than two weeks be-
fore the 77th anniversary of the Raiders’ 1942 
mission over Japan in the early days of World 
War II. 
 

Cole was co-pilot for Jimmy Doolittle in the lead 
B-25 Mitchell bomber that left the USS Hornet on 
April 18, 1942, on a one-way bombing mission 
that struck Japan less than six months after the 
attack on Pearl Harbor. While the mission's re-
sults were somewhat minor strategically, it pro-
vided a huge morale boost to the American pub-
lic, while alerting Japan that its homeland was 
subject to attack. 
 

Cole became the final surviving member of the 
80-man squad following David Thatcher's death 
in 2016. He was a regular attendee at EAA 
AirVenture Oshkosh, most notably for the 75th 
anniversary commemoration of the raid that was 
held at AirVenture 2017. 
 

Woodridge Town Meeting April 11 
 

Woodridge held its annual town meeting on April 
11th, giving residents a chance to learn about 
the current status of the village and upcoming 
plans. The meeting also gave villagers an oppor-
tunity to talk with village board members and 
Mayor Cunningham. 
 

Mayor Cunningham gave a great presentation. 
Some of the topics covered included plans for 
Woodridge's 60th anniversary, which takes place 
in September.  
 

Representatives from 
the village's depart-
ments were on hand, 
along with members 
of community organi-
zations, including 
members of our Post. 
 

We passed out VFW 
information and spoke 
to quite a few people 
about our programs 
and causes. 

Vietnam War Veterans to Fly in 2019 
 

Honor Flight Chicago recognizes the bravery, 
determination and patriotism of our nation’s sen-
ior war veterans with a one-of-a-kind journey to 
Washington, D.C. The trip is only one day, but 
the experience is life-changing. 
 

Check out their Web Site at:   

https://www.honorflightchicago.org/ 
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always be the same. They carried their own 
lives. The pressures were enormous. In the heat 
of early afternoon, they would remove their hel-
mets and flak jackets, walking bare, which was 
dangerous but which helped ease the strain. 
They would often discard things along the route 
of march. Purely for comfort, they would throw 
away rations, blow their Claymores and gre-
nades, no matter, because by nightfall the resup-
ply choppers would arrive with more of the same, 
then a day or two later still more, fresh watermel-
ons and crates of ammunition and sunglasses 
and woolen sweaters — the resources were stun-
ning — sparklers for the Fourth of July, colored 
eggs for Easter — it was the great American war 
chest — the fruits of science, the smokestacks, 
the canneries, the arsenals at Hartford, the Min-
nesota forests, the machine shops, the vast 
fields of corn and wheat — they carried like freight 
trains; they carried it on their backs and shoul-
ders — and for all the ambiguities of Vietnam, all 
the mysteries and unknowns, there was at least 
the single abiding certainty that they would never 
be at a loss for things to carry. 
 

They carried all the emotional baggage of men 
who might die. Grief, ter-
ror, love, longing — these 
were intangibles, but the 
intangibles had their own 
mass and specific gravity, 
they had tangible weight. 
They carried shameful 
memories. They carried 
the common secret of 
cowardice barely re-
strained, the instinct to run 
or freeze or hide, and in 
many respects this was 

the heaviest burden of all, for it could never be 
put down, it required perfect balance and perfect 
posture. They carried their reputations. They car-
ried the soldier’s greatest fear, which was the 
fear of blushing. Men killed, and died, because 
they were embarrassed not to. It was what had 
brought them to the war in the first place, nothing 
positive, no dreams of glory or honor, just to 
avoid the blush of dishonor. They died so as not 
to die of embarrassment. They crawled into tun-
nels and walked point and advanced under fire. 
Each morning, despite the unknowns, they made 
their legs move. They endured. 

NATIONAL VIETNAM WAR VETERANS DAY 
 

This is America, everything gets its day. March 
29th was National Vietnam Veterans Day. For 
most, that means nothing, but for some it means 
everything. 
 

Vietnam was a real American Nightmare. Its ef-
fects are still being felt five decades later.  Most 
of us, who didn’t die there, or later from suicide, 
despair, drugs and neglect, are old now and 
have made a separate peace of our own. We are 
dying off and our stories with us. 
 

But we remember. 
 

One of the best books about the war (which pro-
duced many, more than any conflict since The 
Great War) is Tim O’Brien’s The Things They 
Carried. His extended metaphor of what men 
carried with them is brilliant. Here is a little of 
what he said: 
 

They carried the land itself — Vietnam, the place, 
the soil — a powdery orange-red dust that cov-
ered their boots and fatigues and faces. They 
carried the sky. The whole atmosphere, they car-
ried it, the humidity, the monsoons, the stink of 
fungus and decay, all of it, they carried gravity. 
They moved like mules. By daylight they took 
sniper fire, at night they were mortared, but it 
was not battle, it was just the endless march, vil-
lage to village, without purpose, nothing won or 
lost. They marched for the sake of the march. 
They plodded along slowly, dumbly, leaning for-
ward against the heat, unthinking, all blood and 
bone, simple grunts, soldiering with their legs, 
toiling up the hills and down into the paddies and 
across the rivers and up again and down, just 
humping, one step and then the next and then 
another, but no volition, no will, because it was 
automatic, it was anatomy, and the war was en-
tirely a matter of posture and carriage, the hump 
was everything, a kind of inertia, a kind of empti-
ness, a dullness of desire and intellect and con-
science and hope and human sensibility. Their 
principles were in their feet. Their calculations 
were biological. They had no sense of strategy or 
mission. They searched the villages without 
knowing what to look for, not caring, kicking over 
jars of rice, frisking children and old men, blow-
ing tunnels, sometimes setting fires and some-
times not, then forming up and moving on to the 
next village, then other villages, where it would 
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VFW BUDDY POPPY DAYS 
 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 will hold its 
annual BUDDY POPPY DAYS drive on Friday, 
May 17th, and Saturday, May 18th. 
 

We will be at the Jewel and Walgreens both 
days.  We are unable to work the street corners. 
 

Funds collected by selling Poppies can be used 
only for the following purposes: 
 

For the aid, assistance, relief, and comfort of 
needy or disabled veterans or members of 
the Armed Forces and their dependents, 
and the widows and orphans of deceased 
veterans.  

For the maintenance and expansion of the 
VFW National Home and other facilities 
devoted exclusively to the benefit and wel-
fare of the dependents, widows, and or-
phans of disabled, needy, or deceased 
veterans or members of the Armed Forces.  

For necessary expenses in providing enter-
tainment, care, and assistance to hospital-
ized veterans or members of the Armed 
Forces.  

For veterans' rehabilitation, welfare, and ser-
vice work.  

To perpetuate the memory of deceased veter-
ans and members of the Armed Forces, 
and to comfort survivors.  

 

Buying a Buddy Poppy and helping the VFW 
continues to benefit needy veterans today, just 
as it has for so many years. To date, the VFW 
has sold over one billion Buddy Poppies. As long 
as Americans continue to spill their blood in de-
fense of freedom, sales of these blood-red pop-
pies will undoubtedly continue strong. 
 

For more information please contact Woodridge 
VFW at 630-910-1578 or visit our website at 
woodridgevfw.net. 
 

 

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE 
AND SERVICE 

 

Woodridge VFW Post 1578, along 
with the Lisle/Woodridge Fire De-
partment, will sponsor the annual    
Memorial Day parade on Monday, 

May 27th, beginning at 9:00 am.  The VFW in-
vites ALL VETERANS, regardless of branch of 
service, age, or duty, to join and march along.   
 

The parade will line up at Fire Station 2 (75th 
Street and Woodridge Drive) at 8:30 am and will 
proceed north on Woodridge Drive, then east on 
Center Drive to Memorial Park. The parade will 
be silent and solemn.  The District 68 Marching 
Band Drumline will provide a cadence.  Many 
Color Guards will be present. 
 

The VFW will then have a Memorial Day Service.  
The public is invited to attend. 
 

Memorial Day is not a day of celebration, as if it 
were the Fourth of July, although our national 
colors have had a prominent place in its ob-
servance since the Civil War.  
 

The distinction has to do with what we are cele-
brating --not a glorious beginning but an honora-
ble end--an end which, whether it were heroic or 
not, should be observed and remembered with 
solemnity and reverence.  Memorial Day is a day 
we dedicate to the dead--to remember those who 
fell in defense of this country and the ideals 
which this country stands for.  
 

War should not be the occupation of humankind.  
To ensure that it is not, to ensure that it does not 
touch every household and every living being, 
some have forfeited their lives.    They did not 
choose to die for us.  Instead, they chose, or 
were sometimes required, to live in a manner 
which brought them in harm's way, and to that 
harm they fell.    
 

Our task is not to validate the sacrifice but to 
acknowledge it, to remember that it was made.  
And if any validation is necessary, it is for we the 
living to prove that we are worthy of the sacrifice 
through dedication toward the peace that was 
purchased by these honored dead. 
 

For more information, please contact Woodridge  
VFW at 910-1578 or visit our website at 
www.woodridgevfw.net. 
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VA Recommends Dropping  
Blue Water Navy Legal Battle 

 

VFW member’s lawsuit made it happen 
 

March 27, 2019 – WASHINGTON 
 

 The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United 
States is saluting Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
Robert Wilkie for saying during congressional 
testimony that he would recommend the Justice 
Department not contest a recent federal court 
ruling that will benefit some 90,000 so-called 
Blue Water Navy veterans. His support to move 
forward potentially paves the way for the return 
of earned disability benefits that regulatory 
changes arbitrarily stripped away in 2002. 
 

In Procopio v. Wilkie, Secretary Wilkie was sued 
by Navy veteran Alfred Procopio Jr., who was 
denied service connection for prostate cancer 
and diabetes mellitus because he never stepped 
foot on dry land or served within Vietnam’s in-
land waterways. Procopio, a life member of VFW 
Post 6587 in Spring Lake Park, Minn., was as-
signed aboard the aircraft carrier USS Intrepid, 
which was stationed inside Vietnam’s 12-mile 
territorial waters. Both of his illnesses are listed 
among the VA’s 14 presumptive diseas-
es associated with exposure to Agent Orange. 

  

The U.S. Court 
of Appeals for 
the Federal 
Circuit focused 
on the intent of 
the 1991 
Agent Orange 
Act, which was 
to grant a pre-
sumption of 
service con-

nection for certain diseases to veterans who 
“served in the Republic of Vietnam.” At issue 
was whether service within territorial waters con-
stituted service “in the Republic of Vietnam.” By 
a 9-2 decision, the Appeals Court ruled it did. 
  

“The VFW salutes Secretary Wilkie for his sup-
port to move forward and take care of this group 
of forgotten Vietnam veterans,” said VFW Na-
tional Commander B.J. Lawrence. “We also sup-
port his recommendation that some type of his-
torical research division be created within the 
Department of the Navy to ensure that all such 

ships are fully accounted-for in the VA’s list of 
exposed ships,” he said. “After a half-century, we 
need to get this done to reinforce to tens of thou-
sands of Vietnam veterans that our nation is will-
ing to provide them the care and benefits they 
have earned and deserve, and we urge Con-
gress to pass H.R. 299, the Blue Water Veterans 
Act of 2019, to ensure the VA can never again 
arbitrarily strip veterans of their earned benefits.” 
 

The VFW asks that you contact your congres-
sional leader and have them support H.R. 299! 

Veterans in the Classrooms 
 

On Thursday, April 18th, Post members Don 
Young and Bob Reichert discussed their military 
time in Vietnam with four separate American his-
tory classes at Victor J. Andrew High School in 
Tinley Park.  All four junior grade classes are 
taught by Gary Young, Don’s nephew.  They had 
just completed their study of the Vietnam War.   
 

Don and Bob have teamed up in the past for oth-
er classroom sessions, including Jefferson Jr. 
High in Woodridge for Veterans Day.  The stu-
dents like it because they get a break from their 
regular classroom routine and get to ask a lot of 
interesting questions. 

http://www.cafc.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/opinions-orders/17-1821.Opinion.1-29-2019.pdf
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/agent-orange/related-diseases/
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/agent-orange/related-diseases/
https://www.va.gov/shiplist-agent-orange.pdf
https://www.va.gov/shiplist-agent-orange.pdf
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