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“Veterans United” 
 

Post Officers 
  Commander— Ray Travis 

  Sr. Vice-Commander— Frank Mampreian 
  Jr. Vice-Commander— Mike Rennewanz 

  Quartermaster— Bob Reichert 
 

Post Answering Machine 
630-910-1578 

 

This Award Winning Newsletter is written for ALL members of VFW 
Post 1578.  If you have an article or any worthy event that you wish to 
share please call us or email us at woodridgevfw@gmail.com, or 
mail it to:  
 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 
P.O. Box 8219   Woodridge, IL 60517 

 

Visit Us On-Line 
 

www.woodridgevfw.net 
 

Post 1578 is a 501(c)(19) 
 

Next Post Meeting 
 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, May 28th,  
at 6:00 pm at Shanahan’s, 1999 W. 75th Street, Woodridge, IL 
60517.  Plan to attend!  All Eligi-
ble Veterans are Welcome!! 
 

Meet and Greet at 6:00 pm 
“Safety Meeting”  9:00 until 10:30 pm  

 
 

Visit us      Like us          on  
 

Woodridge  
VFW 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 was chartered on November 8, 
1983 with 33 original members.  Today we are in our 35th year of 
community service to the people and Village of Woodridge.  Post 
1578 is a proud sponsor of:  Operation Support Out Troops, Opera-
tion Welcome You Home and the USO. 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__nam02safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttp-253A-252F-252Ffreerepublic.com-252Ffocus-252Ff-2Dnews-252F3697751-252Fposts-26data-3D02-
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__nam02safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttp-253A-252F-252Ffreerepublic.com-252Ffocus-252Ff-2Dnews-252F3697751-252Fposts-26data-3D02-
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__nam02safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttp-253A-252F-252Ffreerepublic.com-252Ffocus-252Ff-2Dnews-252F3697751-252Fposts-26data-3D02-
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Tomb of the Unknowns Guards Begin Use of 
Custom M17 Pistols 

 

Recently, Tomb Guards 
from the US Army's 3d 
U.S. Infantry Regiment 
(The Old Guard) were 
presented with 4 cere-
monial M17 pistols at 
Arlington National Cem-
etery. These works of art were created by SIG 
SAUER specifically for use by the Guards. 
 

This ceremony marks the first use of the M17, 
which will accompany the Sentinels of the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldiers as they stand guard 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year. 
 

The unique distinguishing features for the M17 
Tomb of the Unknown Pistols include: 

 

Pistol Names: each of the four pistols bears the 
name of Silence, Respect, Dignity, or Persever-
ance and is featured on the dust cover. Dignity 
and Perseverance represent the Sentinels 
Creed, and Silence and Respect represent the 
request to the public by Arlington National Ceme-
tery when visiting the Tomb of the Unknown, and 
during the Changing of the Guard; 
 

Custom Wood Grips: in 1921 the chosen Un-
known was transported to the United States of 
America aboard the USS Olympia. The custom 
wood grips are made with wood from the USS 
Olympia and include the crest of the 3rd Guard, 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier identification 
badge inset; 
 

Cocking Serrations: XXI cocking serrations are 
engraved on the slide to signify the twenty-one 
steps it takes for the Tomb Sentinels to walk by 

the Tomb of the Unknowns and the military hon-
or of a 21 Gun Salute; 
 

Sight Plate: an engraved impression of the 
Greek Figures featured on the east panel of the 
Tomb “Peace, Victory, and Valor” are featured 
on the sight plate; 
 

Sights: a glass insert made with marble dust 
from the Tomb of the Unknown fills the sights of 
the ceremonial pistols; 
 

Engraved Magazines: the 21-round magazines 
feature an aluminum base plate engraved with 
the names of the Greek figures featured on the 
Tomb of the Unknown “Peace, Victory, and Val-
or“ and include a name plate on the bottom of 
the magazine engraved with the Tomb Sentinel 
badge number. 
 

Serial Numbers: the pistols are serialized with a 
unique set of serial numbers that incorporate 
items of significance to the Old Guard: repre-
sents line six of the Sentinels Creed,  
 

 My standard will remain perfection;  
 02JUL37 to signify the first 24-hour guard 

posted at the Tomb of the Unknown on July 
3, 1937; 

 21 to signify the 21 steps it takes the Tomb 
Sentinels to walk by the Tomb of the Un-
known, and the military honor of a 21 Gun 
Salute. 

 

The full series of M17 Tomb of the Unknown Sol-
dier Pistols serial numbers are:  
LS02JUL37A21 (Silence),  
LS02JUL37B21 (Respect),  
LS02JUL37C21 (Dignity),  
LS02JUL37D21 (Perseverance) 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__nam02safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttp-253A-252F-252Ffreerepublic.com-252Ffocus-252Ff-2Dnews-252F3697751-252Fposts-26data-3D02-
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__nam02safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttp-253A-252F-252Ffreerepublic.com-252Ffocus-252Ff-2Dnews-252F3697751-252Fposts-26data-3D02-
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tion of the "Flying Aces, the courageous fighter 
pilots from the First World War. Ace’s patriotism 
continues through the support of its veteran re-
tailers, and the sincere appreciation for all the 
veterans and active-duty military who work in 
Ace stores, distribution centers, and its corporate 
offices. 

 

Our Post received 248 American Flags ( 12” X 
8” ) which we will pass out for to the general pub-
lic for Memorial Day. 

Ace Hardware Honors Fallen Heroes  
with 1 Million American Flags 

 

Ace to collaborate with the VFW to distribute 1 
million American flags nationwide  

this Memorial Day 
  

OAK BROOK, Ill. (May 8, 2019) In the true spirit 
of Memorial Day, Ace Hardware is once again 
collaborating with the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the U.S. (VFW) to honor those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice for their country. Ace Hardware 
is pledging to give out 1 million American 
flags nationwide on Saturday, May 25. Consum-
ers are encouraged to visit participating Ace 
stores to receive a free 8” x 12” American flag on 
May 25, while a second flag is donated to a local 
VFW Post to be used for marking and honoring 
veteran graves this Memorial Day. 

 

"We are proud to 
again affirm our 
long-standing 
commitment to 
honoring veterans 
by supporting 
VFW Posts and 

local communities,” said John Surane, Executive 
Vice President and Chief Merchandising Officer 
for Ace Hardware. "This Memorial Day, Ace 
stands with the VFW in honoring the courage of 
the brave men and women who have sacrificed 
everything for their country. We applaud the 
VFW for the incredible support they continue to 
provide for veterans nationwide and are grateful 
to be able to work together with our loyal custom-
ers to honor the fallen this Memorial Day”. 
 

"Teaming up with companies like Ace, who show 
dedicated support to both our brave service men 
and women, and our local communities nation-
wide, just makes sense,” said VFW National 
Commander B.J. Lawrence. "On behalf of the 
more than 1.6 million members of the VFW and 
its Auxiliary, we appreciate this donation and re-
main committed to honoring America’s fallen he-
roes while helping to remind Americans what 
Memorial Day is truly about”. 
 

Last year, Ace Hardware sent a total of 530,000 
flags to 2,250 local VFW Posts across the coun-
try. The American flag giveaway aligns with Ace 
Hardware’s long history of supporting veterans 
nationwide. Ace’s very name is a commemora-

Successful Poppy Days  
 

This was the first year in our 35 year history that 
we were unable to man the streets about 
Woodridge for Poppy Days!  (We’re too old and 
slow!)  Instead we manned both doors at Jewel 
and were at Walgreens.  The generous people of 
Woodridge donated $1,535.00 for our two day 
event!  
 

We will also be at Home Landscaping on Satur-
day and Sunday, May 25th and 26th, of Memori-
al Day weekend. 

Buying a Buddy Poppy and 
helping the VFW continues 
to benefit needy veterans 
today, just as it has for so 
many years. To date, the 
VFW has sold over one bil-
lion Buddy Poppies. As 
long as Americans contin-
ue to spill their blood in de-
fense of freedom, sales of 
these blood-red poppies 
will undoubtedly continue 
strong. 

https://www.acehardware.com/flag-giveaway
https://www.acehardware.com/flag-giveaway
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Post helps Daisy Scouts with  
American Flag Etiquette 

 

On Friday, April 26th, Girl Scout Daisy Troop 
55492, met with members of Post 1578 to learn 
about proper flag etiquette.  We met them at the 
Woodridge Police Department where they were 
given a tour.  Michelle, the scout leader, felt it 
was important that the young girls learn about 
the flag and how to respect it!  Thank you John 
Sucansky (left) and Bob Reichert. 

 

MEMORIAL DAY PARADE 
AND SERVICE 

 

Woodridge VFW Post 1578, along 
with the Lisle/Woodridge Fire De-
partment, will sponsor the annual    
Memorial Day parade on Monday, 

May 27th, beginning at 9:00 am.  The VFW in-
vites ALL VETERANS, regardless of branch of 
service, age, or duty, to join and march along.   
 

The parade will line up at Fire Station 2 (75th 
Street and Woodridge Drive) at 8:30 am and will 
proceed north on Woodridge Drive, then east on 
Center Drive to Memorial Park. The parade will 
be silent and solemn.  The District 68 Marching 
Band Drumline will provide a cadence.  Many 
Color Guards will be present. 
 

The VFW will then have a Memorial Day Service.  
The public is invited to attend. 
 

Memorial Day is not a day of celebration, as if it 
were the Fourth of July, although our national 
colors have had a prominent place in its ob-
servance since the Civil War.  
 

The distinction has to do with what we are cele-
brating --not a glorious beginning but an honora-
ble end--an end which, whether it were heroic or 
not, should be observed and remembered with 
solemnity and reverence.  Memorial Day is a day 
we dedicate to the dead--to remember those who 
fell in defense of this country and the ideals 
which this country stands for.  
 

War should not be the occupation of humankind.  
To ensure that it is not, to ensure that it does not 
touch every household and every living being, 
some have forfeited their lives.    They did not 
choose to die for us.  Instead, they chose, or 
were sometimes required, to live in a manner 
which brought them in harm's way, and to that 
harm they fell.    
 

Our task is not to validate the sacrifice but to 
acknowledge it, to remember that it was made.  
And if any validation is necessary, it is for we the 
living to prove that we are worthy of the sacrifice 
through dedication toward the peace that was 
purchased by these honored dead. 
 

For more information, please contact Woodridge  
VFW at 910-1578 or visit our website at 
www.woodridgevfw.net. 

Good Shepherd School Students Visit the 
Moving Vietnam Wall 

 

Twenty grade school students, 5th, 6th, 7th and 
8th graders, from Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church, in Downers Grove, drove to the Batavia 
VFW on May 3rd, to see a half size replica of the 
Vietnam Wall.  None of the students, or their 
teachers or chaperones have been to Washing-
ton D. C. to see the memorial. 

Woodridge Rotary 10th Annual  
Recycling Extravaganza  

 

Once again the VFW was on hand to collect 
worn out, faded Ameri-
can Flags.  The 
Woodridge Public turned 
in 67 flags that we will 
retire, along with others 
we have collected over 
the past year, on Flag 
Day, June 14th. 
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2nd Annual Midwestern Invitational  
 

On May 23-26, 2019, the Paralyzed Veterans of 
America Vaughn Chapter (Vaughn PVA) will host 
the 2nd Annual Midwestern Wheelchair Bowling 
Invitational at Bowlero Lanes in Romeoville. The 
event is sanctioned by the American Wheelchair 
Bowling Association (AWBA) and the United 
States Bowling Congress (USBC) and will bring 
together disabled bowlers from across the coun-
try. This annual event will include Singles and 
Doubles with an Up/Down 9-pin No-Tap competi-
tion on Friday May 24th.  
 

The Up/Down event is a community involved 
fundraiser where (4) standing bowlers team up 
with (1) wheelchair bowler to compete for prize 
money. This is an evening of bowling, prize raf-
fles, and lots of fun. Please consider coming out 
May 24th 6pm to bowl and support this event.  
 

See Flyer on Page 6 
 

Tournament proceeds will support the Vaughn 
PVA Adapted Sports and Recreation Program. 
Vaughn PVA is a non-profit service organization 
that serves veterans with spinal cord injuries as 
well as other individuals living with disabili-
ties. Please consider joining us with your support 
the weekend of May 23-26 to celebrate this an-
nual event.  
 

Your support of this tournament will help us con-
tinue to make a positive impact in the lives of 
veterans and other people with disabilities. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me at robertarciola@vaughanpva.org or you 
may call me at 630-204-2015.  
 

Thank you so much for your support. 

The Passing of Post 
Member Bill Cobb 

 

Post 1578 is saddened to 
announce the death of Bill 
Cobb.  He served in Korea 
as a 1st Lieutenant after 
the cease fire in 1953.  A 
memorial service was held 
at Downers Grove VFW 
Post 503 on Saturday, May 
18th and was attended by 
family and friends.   
 

Post members from our 
Post provided the American 

Flag Folding Ceremony.  His body was cremated 
and his remains are with family members in Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin. 

Vietnam War Veterans to Fly in 2019 
 

Honor Flight Chicago recog-
nizes the bravery, determina-
tion and patriotism of our na-
tion’s senior war veterans with 
a one-of-a-kind journey to 
Washington, D.C. The trip is 
only one day, but the experi-
ence is life-changing. 

 
Check out their Web Site at:   
 

https://www.honorflightchicago.org/ 

William Francis Cobb 
June 4, 1934 to April 12, 
2019 

Post 1578 Awarded for 100% Membership 
 

On Saturday night, May 18th, Post Commander, 
Ray Travis and Quartermaster, Bob Reichert, 
were each awarded a restaurant gift card for at-
taining 100% membership for this year.  Pictured 
here is Commander Travis with 19th District 
Commander Bob Zeman. 

mailto:robertarciola@vaughanpva.org
tel:630-204-2015
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In Flanders Fields 

 

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place; and in the sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

 

We are the dead, short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie, 

In Flanders fields. 
 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from falling hands we throw 

The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields. 

John McCrae  

 

 

America’s Response 

 

Rest ye in peace, ye Flanders dead 

The fight that you so bravely led 

We’ve taken up. And we will keep 

Thru faith with you who lie asleep 

With each a cross to mark his bed. 

 
 

And poppies blowing overhead, 

When once his own life-blood ran red 

So let your rest be sweet and deep 

In Flanders Fields. 

 

 

Fear not that ye have died for naught; 

The torch ye threw to us we caught, 

Ten million hands will hold it high, 

And freedom’s light shall never die! 

We’ve learned the lesson that ye taught 

In Flanders’ fields. 


