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“Veterans United” 
 

Post Officers 
  Commander— Ray Travis 

  Sr. Vice-Commander— Frank Mampreian 
  Jr. Vice-Commander— Mike Rennewanz 

  Quartermaster— Bob Reichert 
 

Post Answering Machine 
630-910-1578 

 

This Award Winning Newsletter is written for ALL members of VFW 
Post 1578.  If you have an article or any worthy event that you wish to 
share please call us or email us at woodridgevfw@gmail.com, or 
mail it to:  
 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 
P.O. Box 8219   Woodridge, IL 60517 

 

Visit Us On-Line 
 

www.woodridgevfw.net 
 

Post 1578 is a 501(c)(19) 
 

Next Post Meeting 
 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, July 23rd,  
at 7:30 pm at Shanahan’s, 1999 W. 75th Street, Woodridge, IL 
60517.  Plan to attend!  All Eligi-
ble Veterans are Welcome!! 
 

Meet and Greet at 7:00 pm 
“Safety Meeting”  9:00 until 10:30 pm  

 
 

Visit us      Like us          on  
 

Woodridge  
VFW 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 was chartered on November 8, 1983 with 33 original mem-
bers.  Today we are in our 35th year of community service to 
the people and Village of 
Woodridge.  Post 1578 is a 
proud sponsor of:   
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The Passing of Mickey Hunt 
 

We are sad to an-
nounce the death of 
Comrade Michael D. 
Hunt.  Mickey, as he 
was known to his 
friends, was a charter 
member of Post 1578 
when it began in 1983.  
He died on June 20th at 
88 years old.  He was a 
proud Marine who 
served in the Korean 
War in 1950, as an avi-

ation mechanic working primarily on AD-1 
Skyraiders.  He served as Post Commander 
1996-1997, 2002-2004, as well as many other 
officer and committee positions. 
 

Beloved husband of the late Joan. Loving father 
of Kathleen (Scott) McNally, Maureen (Jack) 
Manzi, Daniel (Julie), Peggy Roberts, Timothy 
and Colleen (Barry) Anshell. Beloved grandfa-
ther of 9. Dear great-grandfather of 7. Fond un-
cle of many.  
 

He rarely missed a Post meeting or any of our 
events.  He began our Post’s Pearl Harbor Day 
Remembrance Service in 2002 and it remains 
the only one in the State.  He had a good sense 
of humor and a quick wit.  He provided a joke at 
each meeting during the collection for the VFW 
National Home.  Semper Fi, Mickey! 

 The GI Bill Turns 75 
 

Recently the Service Mem-
bers Readjustment Act of 
1944, also known as the GI Bill, celebrated its 
75th anniversary.  
 

The first-ever GI Bill was signed into law on June 
22, 1944. Since then, the GI Bill has been a criti-
cal tool for veterans during their transition to civil-
ian life. The bill has provided veterans and their 
families education benefits, financial assistance, 
and home loan guarantees that have led to the 
expansion of the American middle class and eco-
nomic growth and opportunity.  
 

Recently, the VFW-supported Forever GI Bill ex-
panded this incredible benefit so future service 
members will be able to use their education ben-
efits throughout their lives.  
 

Learn more about the Forever GI Bill at https://
www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/forevergibill.asp 

Vietnam War Veterans to Fly in 2019 
 

Honor Flight Chicago recognizes the bravery, 
determination and patriotism of our nation’s sen-
ior war veterans with a one-of-a-kind journey to 
Washington, D.C. The trip is only one day, but 
the experience is life-changing. 
 

Check out their Web Site at:   

https://www.honorflightchicago.org/ 

https://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/forevergibill.asp
https://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/forevergibill.asp
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voting in the 2016 elections, volunteerism,  
AmeriCorps and Peace Corps volunteers, jury 
duty participation, residents who participate in 
groups or organizations, and civics education re-
quirements. 
 

The state ranked most patriotic was New Hamp-
shire, and New Jersey ranked dead last. Here's 
what Wallet Hub says are the top 10 most patri-
otic states: 

New Hampshire 
Wyoming 
Vermont 

Utah 
Idaho 

Wisconsin 
Alaska 

South Carolina 
Missouri 

Minnesota 
 

 1According to Wikipedia, WalletHub is a personal 
finance website that was launched in early August 
2013.  It is based in Washington, D.C. and owned by 
Evolution Finance, Inc. – parent company of the cred-
it card website CardHub.com. 
 

According to Web reports, WalletHub initially posi-
tioned itself as a “personal finance social network” 
with a focus on reviews for financial advisors.   
 

WalletHub is also known for its free consumer 
tools, such as its Wallet Literacy Quiz and its Finan-
cial Fitness Tool, which provides users with free cred-
it reports, credit scores and credit monitoring.   
 

The company also successfully overcame a public 
trademark dispute with Major League Baseball, 
brought on behalf of the Washington Nation-
als and Chicago Cubs. 

Illinois Among 'Least Patriotic' States:  
Study Shows 

 

Illinois residents' patriotism is being challenged, 
despite our love for veterans and our Fourth of 
July celebrations. 
 

As reported by the Woodridge Patch, June 27, 2019 
 

ILLINOIS — The Prairie State faces a lot of criti-
cism, and often for good reason: Our imprisoned 
governors, our sky-high taxes, our fiscal woes. 
But now we're being dissed for our patriotism: A 
new survey ranked Illinois — the home and final 
resting place of Abraham Lincoln himself! — 
among the least patriotic states in the nation. 
 

The state that was home to presidents Lincoln, 
Ronald Reagan, Ulysses S. Grant and even 
Barack Obama is among the least patriotic?  Re-
ally? 

It is, according to the new WalletHub1  report, 
which ranked Illinois at No. 41, right between 
Pennsylvania and Michigan. 
 

The personal finance website determined 
the most and least patriotic states based on 13 
indicators of military and civic engagement. The 
ranking is based on figures from a range of 
sources, including the U.S. Census Bureau and 
the United States Elections Project. 
 

The website ranked Illinois 41st in military en-
gagement, a score comprised of the average 
number of military enlistees per 1,000 adults, 
veterans per 1,000 adults, active-duty military 
per 100,000 adults and share of adults in military 
reserves. Wallet Hub also ranked Illinois No. 37 
in civic engagement, a category that includes 

Blue Water Navy Act Now Law 
 

President Donald Trump signed the VFW-
championed Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans 
Act of 2019 into law Tuesday, June 25th even-
ing. It now restores VA benefits to thousands of 
Vietnam veterans who had their disability eligibil-
ity taken away in 2002 after arbitrary regulatory 
changes.  
 

For Korean DMZ veterans, it provides an earlier 
start date to encompass the timeframe when var-
ious defoliants were tested — from April 1, 1968, 
to Sept. 1, 1967. The new law expands benefits 
to children born with spina bifida due to a 
parent’s exposure in Thailand, coverage that al-

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington,_D.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington_Nationals
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Cubs
https://wallethub.com/edu/most-patriotic-states/13680/
https://wallethub.com/edu/most-patriotic-states/13680/
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for Gilliland to be its chief test pilot. The project: 
the SR-71 Blackbird reconnaissance plane.  
 

When it was fi-
nally ready to fly 
on December 
22nd, 1964,  
Gilliland was in 
the seat. Most 
of the SR-71’s 
capabilities 
were top secret 
for most of its tenure, but it was eventually re-
vealed that the plane could cruise above 85,000 
feet, and could sustain speeds above Mach 3 — 
three times the speed of sound. And the first per-
son to ever fly one was Bob Gilliland. In fact, the 
project was so important that the first person to 
ever fly every one of the SR-71s to come out of 
the factory was Bob Gilliland: it wouldn’t be sent 
to the U.S. Air Force unless Gilliland gave each 
one his OK.  
 

Even today, according to NASA, “the Blackbirds 
remain the world’s fastest and highest-flying pro-
duction aircraft ever built.” It flew on more than 
3,500 missions before it was retired in 1999 — 
when “spy” satellites finally exceeded the Black-
bird’s reconnaissance capabilities. In the mean-
time, Gilliland clocked more experimental hours 
flying above Mach 3 — and above Mach 2 — 
than any other test pilot in history.  
 

He was inducted into the National Aviation Hall 
of Fame in 2017, as well as the California Avia-
tion Hall of Fame, and the Tennessee Aviation 
Hall of Fame.  
 

Robert J. “Bob” Gilliland died in Rancho Mirage, 
California, on July 4. He was 93. 
 

 

May 1, 1926 - 
July 4, 2019  
 
“You literally can-
not turn because 
you are going faster 
than the muzzle ve-
locity of a 30-06 rifle 
bullet.  This trans-
lates into big time 
influence and power 
– intimidating pow-
er!” 

ready exists for the children of Vietnam and Ko-
rean DMZ veterans, and it requires the VA to re-
port on research being conducted on a broad 
range of conditions possibly related to service in 
Southwest Asia.  

 

“The VFW is 
proud to have 
helped lead the 
charge to return 
benefits to these 
deserving veter-
ans and to ex-
pand existing 
benefits to de-
pendent children,” 

said VFW National Commander B.J. Lawrence.  
 

The VA has yet to update its webpages to reflect 
the new law, but veterans and their families can 
still learn more about VA benefits associated 
with Agent Orange exposure, and about spina 
bifida birth defects related to exposure. For as-
sistance in filing claims, find an accredited VFW 
service officer. 

Fast Pilot — Bob Gilliland 
 

After graduating from the U.S. Naval Academy in 
1949, Gilliland joined the newly independent 
U.S. Air Force, where he flew fighter jets. After 
patrolling post-World War II Germany, Gilliland, 
still only a second lieutenant, won his air wing’s 
“Top Gun” competition.  
 

During the Korean War, he flew 20 missions in F
-84 fighters, and then was assigned to the Air 
Force Research and Development team, where 
he flew virtually every aircraft the Air Force had.  
 

After retiring from the service, he returned to 
Nashville, where he had grown up. But apparent-
ly got bored so he applied to aircraft manufactur-
er Lockheed as a test pilot, first on the F-104 
Starfighter, and then as the chief pilot for Euro-
pean production of the plane in Italy. He was al-
so an instructor for that fighter. 
 

When Lockheed “Skunk Works” legend Clarence 
“Kelly” Johnson 
was working on 
an important 
new project in 
1962, he per-
sonally asked 

F-104 Starfighter 

https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/agent-orange/
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/special-claims/birth-defects/
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/special-claims/birth-defects/
https://www.vfw.org/assistance/va-claims-separation-benefits
https://www.vfw.org/assistance/va-claims-separation-benefits
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PHOTOS BY HENRY RISTIC 
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