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                Post Officers 
                 Commander— Ray Travis 
  Sr. Vice-Commander— Frank Mampreian 

  Jr. Vice-Commander— Mike Rennewanz 
  Quartermaster— Bob Reichert 

 

Post Answering Machine 
630-910-1578 

 

This Award Winning Newsletter is written for ALL members of VFW 
Post 1578.  If you have an article or any worthy event that you wish to 
share please call us or email us at woodridgevfw@gmail.com, or 
mail it to:  
 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 
P.O. Box 8219   Woodridge, IL 60517 

 

Visit Us On-Line 
 

www.woodridgevfw.net 
 

Post 1578 is a 501(c)(19) 
 

Next Post Meeting 
 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, January  
28th, at 7:30 pm at Shanahan’s, 1999 W. 75th Street, Woodridge, 
IL 60517.  Plan to attend!  All Eli-
gible Veterans are Welcome!! 
 

Meet and Greet at 7:00 pm 
“Safety Meeting”  9:00 until 10:30 pm  

 
 

Visit us      Like us          on  
 

Woodridge  
VFW 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 was chartered on November 8, 1983 with 33 original mem-
bers.  Today we are in our 36th year of community service to 
the people and Village of 
Woodridge.  Post 1578 is a 
proud sponsor of:   
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Warmth for Warriors 
 

Once again, the ladies 
from Crafting For A 
Cause, a group from the 
Park District Golden 
Years Club, led by Jenny 

Giertz, came together and made 93 hats for our 
deployed service men and women! 
 

Post 1578 bought all the materials and handled 
the shipping and mailing.  The ladies followed 
the precise patterns provided using 100% wool. 
 

Warmth for Warriors wrote back to Jenny and 
told her that all 93 hats, along with some they 
had in storage, were being sent right away to a 
unit of 170 overseas.  What a wonderful thing to 
know that all the hard work that was done in 
making these hats will be used for the troops 
very soon!  It’s amazing how cold it gets in the 
desert at night! 

Crafting For A Cause is a group of active adults 
over 50 that have been sewing, crocheting and 
knitting since 2015.  They meet weekly at the 
Park District and donate their hand-made items 
to local charities.  All materials and supplies used  
are donated to them. 
 

The mission of Warmth for Warriors is to show 
appreciation for America's military personnel and 
their families, to show support and gratitude to 
those on active duty, retired veterans and the 
wounded, injured or sick, in all national and state 
branches of the United States military by giving 
them handmade, warm, wool hats and other 
comfort items, and to expand awareness of the 
sacrifices made by military families, to increase 
the interest of others, inspire volunteers and lev-
erage donations. 

VA Continues Record Setting  
Claims Processing Pace for 2019 

 

WASHINGTON — December 9, 2019 
 

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs’ (VA) 
disability claims backlog reached its lowest point 
ever, Nov 23, from its previous record low 
achieved May 2018.  
 

Additionally, the percentage of the total inventory 
in backlog is less than 18%, surpassing the pre-
vious record from October 2016.  
 

“I’m pleased with the Veterans 
Benefits Administration’s  
delivery on our commitment to 
improve customer service and 
provide benefits in a way that 
honors Veterans for their  
service,” said VA Secretary 
Robert Wilkie. “This is evidence, 
that VA’s unprecedented modernization efforts 
are yielding positive results.” 
 

These milestones follow VA’s highest ever 
claims process output of 1.44 million claims  
completed at the end of fiscal year 2019, 4% 
more than its prior best-ever in 2015.  
 

VA’s strategic target is to process disability 
claims within 125 days. Since Oct. 1, approxi-
mately 75% of those claims have been complet-
ed in that time frame.  
 

Veterans who apply for disability benefits cur-
rently receive a response in an average of 107 
days. This includes first-time claims from recently
-discharged Veterans and older Veterans who 
file claims for additional benefits. Some claims 
take longer due to complex evidence require-
ments and medical examination scheduling  
necessary to decide the claim. 
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What benefits will I receive if my claim is ap-
proved? 
 

If you are deemed eligible, you may receive a 
monthly disability compensation payment and 
free healthcare related to your disability. The 
amount of compensation you may receive is de-
termined by your diagnosed condition and level 
of disability. 
 

Another important component of the Blue Water 
Navy Act includes changes to the VA Home Loan 
program. VA now allows the no-down payment 
option on guaranteed home loans, regardless of 
mortgage amount for ALL Veterans. In addition, 
there is a reduction in the funding fee required for 
Reservists and National Guard borrowers and 
other changes. 

Blue Water Navy Disability Claims 
 

On Jan. 1, 2020, 
the Blue Water Navy 
Act of 2019 goes into 
effect. This Act was 
signed into law last 
June 25

th
, and extends 

the presumption of herbicide exposure, such as 
Agent Orange, to BWN Veterans who served as 
far as 12 nautical miles from the shore of  
Vietnam and have since developed one of 14 
conditions related to exposure. Some of these 
conditions include Type 2 diabetes, Parkinson’s 
disease, many forms of cancer and others. You 
may now be eligible for disability compensation 
and other benefits. In addition, if you’re a Veter-
an who served in the Korean Demilitarized Zone 
(DMZ) between September 1st, 1967, and  
August 31st, 1971, you may also qualify for  
compensation and benefits for yourself and your 
family members. 
 

How do I know if I’m eligible? 
 

The best way to find out if you’re eligible is to 
work with an accredited claims representative or 
Veterans Affairs (VA) regional office to under-
stand eligibility requirements before filing a 
claim. You don’t need to prove contact with  
herbicides to be eligible. 
 

You can also contact an accredited Veterans 
Service Organization (VSO) to assist you with 
your application. You may also contact 
your state’s Veterans agency should you need 
additional assistance with the application pro-
cess. 
 

What if I’ve previously filed a claim that was 
denied? 
 

VA will be using the new law to automatically re-
view claims that are currently with the VA review 
process or under appeal. However, if you had an 
herbicide exposure claim with one or more  
presumptive conditions denied in the past, you 
are urged to file a new claim. 
 

When you begin the claims process, be sure to 
provide or identify any new and relevant infor-
mation regarding your claim, such as the dates 
the vessel you were serving on traveled through 
the offshore waters of the Republic of Vietnam or 
updated medical information. 

TOYS FOR TOTS 
 

Results from the Village of Woodridge 
 

The Marine Toys for Tots Program is thankful for 
the many generous corporate partners and do-
nors which contribute and help raise toy and 
monetary donations. Their support helps millions 
of less fortunate children enjoy a little Christmas. 
 

Post member, John Sucansky, has been the Vil-
lage of Woodridge Toys for Tots coordinator for 
many years.  This season he and his wife, 
Marge, put in about 30 hours, making about 7 
trips to the nearby warehouse, dropping off over 
1,300 toys! 

For all of John’s efforts, 
our Post was awarded a 
Toys for Tots Certificate. 
John is pictured here 
(center) along with Bob 
Reichert and Command-
er Ray Travis.   
 

Also receiving a  
certificate was Jefferson 

Jr. High School So-
cial Studies Teach-
er, John Wechman, 
for his generous 
donation! 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/299/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/299/text
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/agent-orange/related-diseases/
https://www.va.gov/disability/eligibility/hazardous-materials-exposure/agent-orange/related-diseases/
https://www.va.gov/statedva.htm
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It was a real honor for our Post to hold our annual Pearl Harbor Day Remembrance Service on De-
cember 7, 2019, at Cedarhurst Assisted Living and Memory Care.  The Lisle-Woodridge Fire District 
Honor Guard open our service by Posting the Colors.  We were also joined by Girl Scouts from 
Troops 51480 and 50052, who led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance and brought up the Cere-
monial Wreath.  Village Trustee Mary Anne Blair addressed the audience as well as several Post 
members who read about several historical events.  We were then introduced to three WWII Veterans 
who briefly told about themselves and their duty.  Special thanks to Samantha Blecke of Cedarhurst! 
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Post 1578 would like to say THANK YOU to Rich Moore 
and all the fine staff at Shanahan’s for all they do for us 

and for being our POST HOME! 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL! 
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