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               “Whatever It Takes” 
 

                Post Officers 
                 Commander— Ray Travis 
  Sr. Vice-Commander— Frank Mampreian 

  Jr. Vice-Commander— Mike Rennewanz 
  Quartermaster— Bob Reichert 

 

Post Answering Machine 
630-910-1578 

 

This Award Winning Newsletter is written for ALL members of VFW 
Post 1578.  If you have an article or any worthy event that you wish to 
share please call us or email us at woodridgevfw@gmail.com, or 
mail it to:  
 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 
P.O. Box 8219   Woodridge, IL 60517 

 

Visit Us On-Line 
 

www.woodridgevfw.net 
 

Post 1578 is a 501(c)(19) 
 

Next Post Meeting 
 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, February  
25th, at 7:30 pm at Shanahan’s, 1999 W. 75th Street, Woodridge, 
IL 60517.  Plan to attend!  All Eli-
gible Veterans are Welcome!! 
 

Meet and Greet at 7:00 pm 
“Safety Meeting”  9:00 until 10:30 pm  

 
 

Visit us      Like us          on  
 

Woodridge  
VFW 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 was chartered on November 8, 1983 with 33 original mem-
bers.  Today we are in our 36th year of community service to 
the people and Village of 
Woodridge.  Post 1578 is a 
proud sponsor of:   
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Patriot’s Pen 
“What Makes America Great” 

  

On Sunday, January 26th, VFW 19th District held 
their annual Patriot’s Pen Pizza Party.  This 
year’s event was at Batavia Overseas Post 1197.   
Our Post winner, Carly Ermitage, was one of 17 
other Post winners in attendance. 
  

Bob Reichert represented 
our Post.  Carly brought 
her parents, Mike and Jill, 
and her Social Studies 
teacher, Mrs.Borrowdale. 
  

With about 2,000 partici-
pants in the 19th District, 
Carly finished in the top 
1.5%.   She was awarded 
a VFW District Level Certificate. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS Carly! 
 

Jim Stewart VFW Memorial Scholarship 
School District 99 

 

Woodridge Me-
morial VFW Post 
1578, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars 
of the United 
States, has es-
tablished a schol-
arship with the 
intention of assisting one or more high school 
students in their pursuit of continuing education. 
This scholarship was named after former Post 
Commander Jim Stewart, an Iraqi war veteran, 
who was very active with many of the VFW caus-
es. Jim died in 1999 after a battle with pancreatic 
cancer. The applicant must demonstrate the spir-
it of what Comrade Stewart believed in – namely 
his patriotic and community based principles. 
 

Eligibility – The applicant must be a descendant 
of a VFW-eligible veteran. That is, he or she 
must be a son or daughter, granddaughter or 
grandson, great-granddaughter or great-
grandson, or brother or sister of a veteran who 
is/was eligible for membership into the VFW. 
That veteran need not be a current member, 
however. Proof of eligibility is required (DD Form 
214).   
 

The applicant must be graduating from either 
Downers Grove North or Downers Grove South 
High School in the current year with plans to pur-
sue a higher education. This refers to schooling 
beyond the high school level, whether academic, 
vocational, or technical, taken at any state ac-
credited institution of learning or training. A maxi-
mum of two $1,000.00 scholarships will be 
awarded for the 2019-2020 school year. 
 

The Application Form is available at 
www.woodridgevfw.net/scholarships  as well as 
the VFW Eligibility Form. 
 

Deadlines – The deadline for student applica-
tions is March 27, 2020 with the announcement 
of the winners made by April 17, 2020. 
 

Questions - Address any questions 
to woodridgevfw@gmail.com or leave a message 
on the Post answering machine at 630-910-
1578.  Be sure and leave a return phone number 
with your message. 
 

http://www.woodridgevfw.net/scholarships
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 you will either be immediately alerted as to your 
eligibility or you will receive an email from study 
staff with this information within one week. 
 

If you are eligible for the study, you will receive 
an email with instructions on how to access and 
complete the Baseline Questionnaire, which will 
take approximately 60-90 minutes to complete. 
The Baseline Questionnaire will include ques-
tions about your general feelings and emotions, 
stressful events you may have experienced and 
reactions to those events, and your health care 
experiences.  Some of the most sensitive ques-
tions involve sexual behaviors and sexually 
transmitted infections, whether you are feeling 
depressed or anxious, alcohol and/or drug use, 
and whether you experienced verbal, physical, or 
sexual victimization as a child and as an adult.  
You are free to not answer any questions that 
you do not want to. 
 

At the completion of this Baseline Questionnaire, 
we will ask for your complete contact information 
(including name, address, telephone number, 
and social security number).  This information is 
needed for payment to be processed to you, and 
it will be kept separately from all your other da-
ta.  In addition, you have the option of providing 
us with the name and contact information of up to 
two people who are likely to know where you are 
if we are unable to reach you over the course of 
the study.  
 

After completing the Baseline Questionnaire, you 
will receive an email with instructions on how to 
access and complete a Follow-up Questionnaire 
every 9 months for approximately 2 years (at 9, 
18, and 27 months).  The Follow-up Question-
naires will be very similar to the Baseline Ques-
tionnaire. Each will take approximately 60-90 
minutes to complete. 
 

If you agree to participate in this study and you 
are due to complete a survey, we will contact you 
to provide reminders by email as well as by 
phone, letter, and contacting an emergency con-
tact (if you choose to provide one) if we are una-
ble to reach you. 

Veterans Needed for VA 
Study 

 

A group of researchers are 
working on a study de-
signed to learn about the 

health and life experiences of veterans from all 
different backgrounds. This study has been ap-
proved by the VA Puget Sound Health Care Sys-
tem. The study will consist of four web-based 
questionnaires, no in-person visits are required.  
  

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 
The purpose of this study is to learn more about 
the health and life experiences of different 
groups of Veterans from all backgrounds.  Veter-
ans are individuals who have served on active 
duty in the U.S. military but no longer do so.  
Veterans may or may not currently serve in the 
in the National Guard/Reserves. We are interest-
ed in understanding how Veterans’ identities, 
stressors, and experiences may affect their day-
to-day life over time, including their mental, 
physical, and social health.  
 

PLEASE CONTACT OUR STUDY OFFICE AT 
(206) 277-4328 OR TOLL-FREE AT 1-800-329-
8387, EXTENSION 64328.  
 

We will be approaching up to 6,500 Veterans to 
take part in this study. If you decide to partici-
pate, you will first need to complete screening 
questions to see if you are eligible to take part in 
this study.  If you are eligible, you will be asked 
to complete an online questionnaire every 9 
months for a 27-month period (total of four ques-
tionnaires).  Each questionnaire will take approx-
imately 60-90 minutes to complete. 
 

STUDY PROCEDURES 
To be sure you are eligible for this study, you will 
first need to complete online screening ques-
tions, which will take 5-10 minutes to com-
plete. These include questions about your will-
ingness to answer key demographic questions 
(such as your age, gender, race/ethnicity, sexual 
orientation), questions about your Veteran sta-
tus, and whether you have access to the inter-
net. You may also be asked for your name, date 
of birth, and email address so that study staff 
can get in touch with you to let you know if the 
study is right for you.  All screening questions 
must be answered to determine eligibility for the 
study. After completing the screening questions, 
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 Shanahan's is one of the best kept secrets in the 
Western Suburbs!  

GREAT MUSIC, GREAT FOOD  
AND GREAT FRIENDS 

 

Shanahan's Food & Spirits Celebrates 20 Year 
Anniversary. 
 

Shanahan's is tucked in the southeast corner at 
75th Street and Woodward Avenue. It's known 
for serving the best burgers in town and being a 
place where people gather in our community. 
"We are grateful for our wonderful patrons, com-
munity leaders, volunteer organizations and our 
amazing Shanahan's staff," says Rich Moore, 
founder and owner. 
 

Over the years Shanahan's became very active 
in the Woodridge Rotary Club where Rich served 
as President and was named a Paul Harris Fel-
low. Shanahan's has held many fundraisers 
which serve to benefit the Woodridge community 
and has been the Post Home for Woodridge 
VFW Post 1578 since April of 2013!  “That’s the 
best decision we ever made!” said Post Quarter-
master, Bob Reichert.  The Woodridge Jaycees 
and many other local community groups have 
gathered at this location to hold meetings and 
special events. 

Shanahan's was recog-
nized several years ago 
as Business of the Year 
and most recently Rich 
Moore received the pres-
tigious Spirit Award from 
Mayor Gina Cunningham. 

About five years ago, Shanahan's became rec-
ognized as one of the best places in the suburbs 
to find great live music. Great music, Great Food 
and Great Friends is now the theme as Sha-
nahan's goes forward. 
 

Rich Moore's wife Ruth has worked by his side 
growing the business. His daughter, Amanda 
Pappas has worked in various capacities over 
the years and is now operating as President of 
the company.  
 

A few years ago, Shanahan's was granted a li-
cense to offer video gaming. They now offer six 
video gaming machines. "We invite you to come 
and enjoy our great food, friends, entertainment 
and luck-of-the-Irish video gaming," says Moore. 
"We're truly grateful for the opportunity to be a 
part of this great community, " continues Moore.  
 

VFW Fundraiser  
Family Pasta Dinner with Raffle. 

 

Woodridge VFW invites you to a family pasta 
dinner on Saturday, March 21st.  This event will 
be held at Shanahan’s, located on the corner of 
75th Street and Woodward Avenue.  (1999 75th 
Street) All proceeds allow Woodridge VFW Post 
1578 to serve our local veterans, the VFW Na-
tional Home and the Village of Woodridge. 
 

Seating is available from 5:00 – 8:00pm.  The 
meal will be Buffet Style – All you can eat – and 
includes spaghetti, pasta, salad, bread sticks and 
dessert.  A cash bar is available.  Tickets will be 
available at the door, or in advance from any 
Post 1578 member, or call the Post at 630-910-
1578 and leave a message.  Tickets are $10.00 
per person or $25.00 per family (children under 
12 are free). 
 

The VFW is also raffling off an LG 49” 2160P 
SMART - 4K LED UHD TV HDR, and an Apple 
iPAD 9.7” (32GB).  Raffle tickets are only $15.00 
each or 3 for $40.00.  Two chances to win!  Win-
ner need not be present to win.  For tickets in ad-
vance, Contact: 

Woodridge VFW — 630-910-1578 or 
woodridgevfw@gmail.com 

L-R  Quartermaster Bob Reichert, Rich Moore, former  
Commander Randy Braasch, and Chaplain Don Young 

Commander Ray Travis 
with Rich Moore 

Pictures by Post Member 
Henry Ristic, taken at the 
January 31st Celebration. 

mailto:woodridgevfw@gmail.com
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After Nearly 20 Years, the Air Force Will Fly 
Brand New F-15s 

 

The U.S. Air Force is ordering its first new F-15 
Eagle fighter jets in nearly 20 years. 
 

The new jets feature fully modern avionics, 
thanks to Boeing's contracts providing new Ea-
gles to other countries over the past two dec-
ades. A major selling point of the new F-15EX is 
the fighter's ability to carry up to 22 air-to-air mis-
siles, far more than the F-35. 

After nearly 20 years, the U.S. Air Force is buy-
ing brand new Eagles to fly alongside the F-22 
and F-35 fighter’s stealth fighters. Despite a lack 
of stealth there’s one thing the F-15 can do that 
the new fighters can’t: carry lots and lots of mis-
siles. The new F-15EX will likely serve as a flying 
magazine for stealthy fighters, teaming up 
against adversaries to shoot them down in large 
numbers. 
 

Comebacks are rare in the world of warplanes. 
The relentless pace of technological advance-
ment, coupled with the slowness of government 
bureaucracy, generally means that a fighter jet is 
often obsolete as soon as it rolls off the produc-
tion line. One fighter jet that has destroyed this 
conventional wisdom is the F-15 Eagle. 
 

The F-15 Eagle first flew in the 1970s, and by the 
late 1970s achieved operational status with the 
U.S. Air Force. In the late 1980s, the pure air-to-
air fighter was modified to strike targets on the 
ground, earning it the multi-role description. The 
U.S. Air Force bought the last of these F-15E jets 
in 2001, back when Boeing could brag that the 
jets would receive “active matrix liquid crystal 
displays,” or LCD displays, instead of old fash-
ioned cathode ray tube displays also found on 
big, boxy television sets. 
 

The end of American purchases of the F-15 did-
n’t spell the end of the line for the Eagle. Boeing 

continued to develop the plane, adding the latest 
technology for clients including Israel, South Ko-
rea, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia. In 2018 Boeing 
pitched a new version, the F-15EX, not as a re-
placement for the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter but to 
operate alongside it. 
 

The F-15EX features all the latest technology, 
integration already paid for by foreign clients, 
plus the ability to carry 22 AIM-9X Sidewinder 
and AMRAAM medium range air-to-air mis-
siles.  Air Force Magazine reports other improve-
ments include a “substantially more powerful 
mission computer, new cockpit displays, a digital 
backbone, and the Eagle Passive Active Warn-
ing Survivability System (EPAWSS)—an elec-
tronic warfare and threat identification system.” 
 

The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter, on the other hand, 
can only carry four AMRAAM missiles in an inter-
nal weapons bay, a result of its need to fly with-
out missiles and other equipment hanging off its 
wings to preserve its anti-radar stealth profile. 
The F-15 doesn’t have any internal bays but has 
lots of missile racks. The F-35 and F-15EX will 
likely fly in pairs, with the F-35 quietly detecting 
enemy fighters while the F-15EX services them 
with air-to-air missiles. 
 

The Air Force is preparing to buy two F-15EXs. It 
wanted to buy eight fighters as a down payment 
on a force of at least 72, but Congress refused to 
buy the full eight—at least for now anyway. Con-
gress has agreed to fund another six after the 
service provides a report outlining how it intends 
to buy the entire fleet. 
 

Source: Air Force Magazine 

.BATTLE OF IWO JIMA 
 

February 2020 marks the 75th anniversary of the 
battle for Iwo Jima.  For our Post Members who 
remember Bob Kolling, his father was there. 
 
 

https://boeing.mediaroom.com/2001-04-13-Boeing-USAF-Finalize-Contract-for-10-Additional-F-15E-Aircraft
https://www.popularmechanics.com/military/aviation/a22563768/super-eagle-f-15x/
https://www.popularmechanics.com/military/aviation/a22563768/super-eagle-f-15x/
https://www.popularmechanics.com/military/aviation/a22563768/super-eagle-f-15x/
https://www.airforcemag.com/air-force-starts-f-15ex-buying-process/
https://www.airforcemag.com/air-force-starts-f-15ex-buying-process/
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