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                Post Officers 
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Post Answering Machine 
630-910-1578 

 

This Award Winning Newsletter is written for ALL members of VFW 
Post 1578.  If you have an article or any worthy event that you wish to 
share please call us or email us at woodridgevfw@gmail.com, or 
mail it to:  
 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 
P.O. Box 8219   Woodridge, IL 60517 

 

Visit Us On-Line 
 

www.woodridgevfw.net 
 

Post 1578 is a 501(c)(19) 
 

Next Post Meeting 
 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, June 30th, 
at 7:30 pm at Shanahan’s, 1999 W. 75th Street, Woodridge, IL 
60517.  Plan to attend!  All Eligi-
ble Veterans are Welcome!! 
 

Meet and Greet at 7:00 pm 
“Safety Meeting”  9:00 until 10:30 pm  

 
 

Visit us      Like us          on  
 

Woodridge  
VFW 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 was chartered on November 8, 1983 with 33 original mem-
bers.  Today we are in our 36th year of community service to 
the people and Village of 
Woodridge.  Post 1578 is a 
proud sponsor of:   
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 VA announces actions to help America  
respond to COVID-19 

 

Washington, April 14 

The Department of Veterans Affairs announced 
several actions it has taken to help all Americans 
during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 

“VA is committed to helping the nation in this ef-
fort to combat COVID-19,” said VA Secretary 
Robert Wilkie. “Helping Veterans is our first mis-
sion, but in many locations across the country 
we’re helping states and local communities. VA 
is in this fight not only for the millions of Veterans 
we serve each day; we’re in the fight for the peo-
ple of the United States.” 
  

VA traditionally provides Veterans’ healthcare, 
benefits and memorial affairs. In times of national 
crisis, such as the current Coronavirus pandem-
ic, VA provides services to the nation based on 
requests from states, while being clear that Vet-
erans are first. This is known as VA’s Fourth Mis-
sion. 
  

VA has determined to make 1,500 beds availa-
ble for the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA). These beds will be a combina-
tion of acute care and intensive care beds for 
non-Veteran patients available at various VA lo-
cations around the country. 
  

For example, VA recently opened 35 beds be-
tween the Ann Arbor and Detroit VA Medical 
Centers to non-Veteran critical and non-critical 
COVID-19 patients. 
 

VA is caring for dozens of non-Veteran pa-
tients for COVID-19 across the country, pursuant 
to requests from FEMA and as part of the emer-
gency response effort. As of this week, VA has 
treated non-Veterans in the following locations: 
  

VA New York Harbor (New York: 80 patients, 
30 discharges, 5 deaths. 

VA New Jersey: 24 patients, 6 discharges, 1 
death. 

VA Ann Arbor, Michigan: 17 patients, 5 dis-
charges, no deaths. 

VA Detroit, Michigan: 10 patients, 2 discharg-
es, no deaths. 

VA Albuquerque, New Mexico: 4 patients, 1 
discharge. 

VA  continues to accept mission assignments 
from FEMA to open beds for non-Veteran 
patients, after a determination is made 
that care to Veterans will not be disrupted. 

  

In the last few days, VA has made 35 beds 
available for the community at three facilities 
in Illinois: the Edward Hines, Jr. VA Hospital, 
the Marion VA Medical Center, and the Jesse 
Brown VA Medical Center. 
 

Additionally, VA recently opened 18 beds at the 
Overton Brooks VA Medical Center in Louisiana. 
 

VA is caring for people in nursing homes who are 
especially vulnerable to COVID-19 due to age or 
pre-existing medical conditions. 
  

Our VA facility in Providence, Rhode Island has 
cared for 7 community nursing home patients. 
Six of the 7 were transferred back to the commu-
nity nursing home; the remaining patient died. 
 

Our VA facility in Bedford, Massachusetts has 
cared for 10 state Veterans Home patients. 
  

On April 4, 12 VA staffers were deployed to care 
for patients in two private nursing homes in Mas-
sachusetts: the Hunt Nursing Home in Danvers, 
and the Charlwell Nursing Home in Norwood. 
 

VA is reaching people where they live, by getting 
our resources to where people need them. 
  

VA loaned a mobile pharmacy trailer and two VA 
staff members to the TCF Center in Detroit, 
Michigan, where the Army Corps of Engineers 
has set up a makeshift hospital for 1,000 beds. 
The state of Michigan will provide remaining staff 
and supplies. 
 

In New Haven, Connecticut, 3 VA clinicians were 
recently placed on assignment to provide clinical 
support for disaster operations related to COVID-
19 homeless population. 
 

VA continues to encourage Veterans, staff mem-
bers and their families to take precautions to pro-
tect against respiratory illnesses caused by 
COVID-19, the flu and the common cold, and to 
follow the guidance of their local and state health 
care and emergency management officials. 

https://www.publichealth.va.gov/n-coronavirus/index.asp
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News From District 19 
 

Due to the current environment with COVID-19, 
and with  many adjustments being made in vari-
ous areas, the following itinerary is being antici-
pated for the next several months: 
 

Based on guidelines issued by the VFW National 
Commander in Chief, and the Illinois' Governor's 
Executive Order No. 10, the 19th District is post-
poning its annual Memorial Service & Poppy Dis-
play Contest, originally scheduled for April 26, 
2020. The Memorial Service will be scheduled at 
a later date, but a printed Memorial will be availa-
ble for our District Conventions (possibly elec-
tronic). 
 

The annual 19th District Convention will be 
moved from May 17th to May 31st. It will be held 
at the Downers Grove American Legion; 1:00 
pm. Nominations & elections of 2020-21 District 
officers will transpire at this convention. The Pop-
py Display contest will be held prior to this con-
vention beginning at 11:00 am; doors will open at 
10:30 am & refreshments will be served. 
 

The Awards presentation & banquet originally 
scheduled for May 16th will now be held at a lat-
er date. (possibly with our annual Steak Fry fund 
raiser scheduled for October 3rd).  
 

Hopefully, the aforementioned activities and 
dates remain viable. However, as with everything 
in this current atmosphere, we have to remain 
flexible. Based on all factors and information 
available, we will keep you advised of future ad-
justments. 
 

Until then, please 
be safe, hunker 
down and see 
you sooner than 
later! 
 

 

Jim Stewart VFW Memorial Scholarship 
High School District 99 

 

Post 1578 is proud 
to announce the 
two recipients of 
our Jim Stewart 
Memorial  
Scholarship.  
 
Carolyn-Paige Breit is graduating from Downers 
Grove North and is planning on attending the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison.  There she in-
tends to study biology followed by attending the 
University of Miami’s Rosenstiel School of Ma-
rine and Atmospheric Science for her graduate 
degree. 
 

She intends to use her education to prepare her 
for a successful and productive career in marine 
science research.  Her professional goal is to 
study the regenerative properties of marine ani-
mals and the application of those properties in 
human medicine.  Her goal is to produce re-
search and technology that will benefit the global 
community in healthcare.  In addition, she hopes 
to mentor young students in the STEM fields. 
 

Carson Wagner is graduating from Downers 
Grove South and is planning on attending the 
University of Alabama where he will pursue a de-
gree in Industrial Engineering. 
 

Using economics, psychology, statistics, and 
speech, all of which were his favorite subjects, 
his goal is to use Industrial Engineering to deliver 
solutions that will improve people’s lives by de-
veloping better systems and processes.  His plan 
is to do this by leading teams to maximize talent, 
information, equipment, finances, energy and re-
sources. 
 

Both of these students qualified by having veter-
an grand-parents eligible for membership in the 
VFW, excellent grades, a long list of community 
service and school honors, and awesome refer-
ences. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations Carolyn and Carson! 
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 “As veterans, we know best how to navigate 
times of uncertainty,” said Schmitz. “Convention 
or not, we have a job to do and a solemn prom-
ise to keep to America’s veterans, service mem-
bers, and their families. We will ensure the needs 
of those who rely on the vital services we provide 
are met without interruption.”  

VFW Cancels Reno National Convention 
 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (April 20, 2020) 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars announced today 
its 121st VFW National Convention scheduled to 
be held in Reno, Nevada, this July has been offi-
cially cancelled.  

Thousands of VFW and Auxiliary delegates were 
expected to gather to represent the organiza-
tion’s total membership of more than 1.6 million 
at the weeklong event.  
 

The decision comes as public-health concerns 
and social-distancing mandates are expected to 
span into the summer months ahead. This year 
will mark the first in the organization’s storied 
121-year history where a national convention will 
not be held. The VFW Auxiliary has also can-
celled its convention.  
 

“We explored every effort to move forward with 
the convention in its current form, and the deci-
sion was not made lightly,” explained William 
“Doc” Schmitz, national commander of the VFW. 
“But, the fact is the health and well-being of our 
members, partners and supporters remains our 
priority, and we will not put them at risk.”  
 

Pursuant to the organization’s bylaws, the VFW 
National Council of Administration is responsible 
for administering the affairs and transacting the 
business of the organization in the intervals be-
tween conventions to include conducting an 
election of national officers.  
 

Despite the cancellation of convention, the VFW 
remains fully operational in accepting and pro-
cessing applications to all of its national support 
programs and maintains an active role in advo-
cating for veterans’ legislation. Further, VFW 
Posts across the nation have mobilized to lead 
many initiatives to bring relief and assistance to 
their local communities amid the pandemic.  
 

Woodridge VFW postpones Poppy Days and 
Cancels Memorial Day Gathering 

 

With Governor Pritzker’s extension of the Stay-At
-Home-Order thru the month of May, Post 1578 
will postpone our annual Poppy Days and cancel 
our annual Memorial Day Silent Parade and Ser-
vice.   
 

Every veteran, especially the Marines, knows we 
can adapt, improvise, overcome.  So Poppy 

Days will be re-
scheduled on a 
weekend later this 
summer and Me-
morial Day this 
year will be a vir-
tual one featuring 
pictures, slides 
and videos of our 
Woodridge Post 
and other local 
veterans. 

 

We hope to use WCTV-Comcast Channel 6 and 
the Village YouTube Channel.  More to come as 
that date gets closer! 
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VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES 

 

 

 

 

 
                            STATE OF ILLINOIS 

 
 
 
 April 24, 2020 
 
 
 Dear Comrade,  
 
 Due to the current situation with the COVID-19, the Department of Illinois has decided to  
 cancel the 2019-2020 State Convention scheduled for June 11-14, 2020.  
 
 This was not an easy decision to make but the health and well-being of our members, staff,  
 vendors, and supporters will remain the priority and will not be put at risk. All payments  
 towards hotel rooms, delegate fees, and reception dinner tickets will be refunded to those  
 individuals.  
 
 Although the Convention is cancelled, the Department of Illinois VFW is still dedicated to 
  do “Whatever It Takes” and will continue to serve the veterans of this great state during  
 this trying time. If you have any questions, the Department leadership and headquarters  
 staff are available to answer them.  
 
 Official updates will be made through Department Headquarters.  
 
 Thank you for your patience and yours in comradeship 
 
 I remain,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Bradley Gould 
 State Commander 
 
 BG/enm 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS 

3300 Constitution Drive, P.O. Box 13206, Springfield, Illinois 62791-3206 Phone: 217/529-6688 

Fax: 217/529-5347 E-mail: vfwil@vfwil.org  
 

mailto:vfwil@vfwil.org
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Post member Art 
Doody recently 
had some work 
done to his proper-
ty to help spruce 
up the front of his 
house.  He also 
had a new flag 
pole erected in his 
side yard by an old 
friend, where he 
proudly displays 
the American Flag 
and Army Flag!  
Art was in the Ko-
rean War serving 
in the 31st Regi-
ment, 7th Division, 
2nd Battalion, Fox-
trot Company. 


