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Post Answering Machine 
630-910-1578 

 

This Award Winning Newsletter is written for ALL members of VFW 
Post 1578.  If you have an article or any worthy event that you wish to 
share please call us or email us at woodridgevfw@gmail.com, or 
mail it to:  
 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 
P.O. Box 8219   Woodridge, IL 60517 

 

Visit Us On-Line 
 

www.woodridgevfw.net 
 

Post 1578 is a 501(c)(19) 
 

Next Post Meeting 
 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, June 30th, 
at 7:30 pm at Shanahan’s, 1999 W. 75th Street, Woodridge, IL 
60517.  Plan to attend!  All Eligi-
ble Veterans are Welcome!! 
 

Meet and Greet at 7:00 pm 
“Safety Meeting”  9:00 until 10:30 pm  

 
 

Visit us      Like us          on  
 

Woodridge  
VFW 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 was chartered on November 8, 1983 with 33 original mem-
bers.  Today we are in our 36th year of community service to 
the people and Village of 
Woodridge.  Post 1578 is a 
proud sponsor of:   
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Tomb of the Unknown Soldier Sentinels 
Won't Abandon Post for Virus:  

'We Are Always Here' 

The ever-vigilant eyes of 3rd U.S. infantry troops 
before the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier will not 
blink before the coronavirus pandemic. 
 

The U.S. Army troops told a local CBS affiliate 
that rain, sleet, snow — or deadly viruses — can-
not stop their watch over Arlington National Cem-
etery's iconic memorial. 
 

“For us, it doesn’t matter if it’s a hurricane, or if 
it’s the coronavirus.” Captain Harold Earls said. 
“We are always here, we are always guarding.” 
 

The station noted that more than 30,000 consec-
utive nights of patrol by “The Old Guard” has 
been completed since July 1937. 
 

The inscription on the tomb reads: “Here rests in 
honored glory an American soldier known but to 
God. 
 

“I think it’s important for us to show to this coun-
try that we haven’t forgotten,” Capt. Earls added. 
 

The cemetery is currently closed to members of 
the public not attending military funerals. 
 

To adhere to DoD and CDC guidelines on social 
distancing, Arlington National Cemetery has a 
few directions families should be aware of when 
attending a funeral, such as remaining in your 
car upon arrival before the procession heads to 
gravesite.   

MEMORIAL DAY 
 

On the last Monday in May at cemeteries across 
the United States, Americans will observe Me-
morial Day, a tradition that began three years af-
ter the Civil War ended. There are usually 
speeches, patriotic songs, flags, and parades.  
This year, Woodridge VFW will have no parade 
and no formal gathering.   
 

On Memorial Day this year, how Americans hon-
or the more than 1 million men and women who 
have lost their lives defending America since the 
Revolutionary War will look different in many 
places due to safety concerns surrounding the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

With social distancing efforts in place to slow 
down the pandemic, Memorial Day parades and 
events are getting canceled. Some of those can-
cellations include VFW.  
 

We will however have a virtual Memorial Day 
Service on WCTV and the Woodridge 
YouTube Channel.  This should be available 
the last week of May. 
 

Memorial Day evokes strong emotions. It was 
originally known as Decoration Day, a day to 
decorate the graves of the Civil War dead with 
flowers. 
 

After World War I, the day was expanded to hon-
or those who died in all American wars. Then in 
1971, Memorial Day was declared a national hol-
iday. 
 

It is not a day for parties and picnics and celebra-
tions; it is a day for respect and patriotism. It is a 
day to remember and honor the men and women 
who died in military service while fighting to de-
fend the cause of freedom. 
 

It is a day to be thankful for the courage and sac-

 
IN  CASE  YOU  THOUGHT  THIS  WAS  
JUST ABOUT  A  THREE   DAY  WEEKEND 

https://www.washingtontimes.com/topics/united-states-army/
https://www.wusa9.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/tomb-of-the-unknown-soldier-coronavirus/65-92ccf662-ac24-4a32-a8a5-14f8b86d466f
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VFW Commemorates 75th Anniversary  
of V-E Day 

 

The VFW commemorates Victory in Europe 
Day, or V-E Day, which marks the day Nazi Ger-
many surrendered to the Allied forces ending 
fighting in Europe in 1945. “This is a day of cele-
bration and remembrance 
that marks 75 years since 
the Nazis surrendered at 
the hands of the Allied 
forces ending World War II 
in Europe,” said VFW Na-
tional Commander William 
“Doc” Schmitz. “This was, 
and will always remain, a 
significant day in our na-

tion’s and our allied partners’ histories.” 
 

Upon the defeat of Germany, celebrations erupt-
ed throughout the western world, especially in 
the UK and North America. More than one million 
people celebrated in the streets throughout the 
UK to mark the end of the European part of the 
war. In London, crowds massed in Trafalgar 
Square and up the Mall to Buckingham Palace, 
where King George VI and Queen Elizabeth, ac-
companied by Prime Minister Winston Churchill, 
appeared on the balcony of the palace before the 
cheering crowds. Princess Elizabeth (the future 
Queen Elizabeth II) and her sister Princess Mar-
graret were allowed to wander incognito among 
the crowds and take part in the celebrations. 
 

In the United States, the event coincided with 
President Harry Truman's 61st birthday.  He ded-
icated the victory to the memory of his predeces-
sor, Franklin D. Roosevelt, who had died of a 
cerebral hemorrhage less than a month earlier, 
on 12 April.  Flags remained at half-staff for the 
remainder of the 30-day mourning period.  Tru-
man said of dedicating the victory to Roosevelt's 
memory and keeping the flags at half-staff that 
his only wish was "that Franklin D. Roosevelt had 
lived to witness this day".  Later that day, Truman 
said that the victory made it his most enjoyable 
birthday. Great celebrations took place in many 
American cities, especially in New York's Times 
Square.  
 

Tempering the jubilation somewhat, both 
Churchill and Truman pointed out that the war 
against Japan had not yet been won. In his radio 
broadcast at 15:00 on 8 May, Churchill told 
the British people that: "We may allow ourselves 
a brief period of rejoicing as Japan remains un-
subdued".  In America, Truman broadcast at 
09:00 and said it was "a victory only half won". 

 rifice of those who never came home. 
 

We enjoy a great deal of freedom in America. 
We have freedom of worship, freedom of 
speech, freedom of the press, freedom of as-
sembly, and a host of other freedoms guaran-
teed in the Bill of Rights and unparalleled in the 
world. 
 

These freedoms didn't just happen. They exist 
today because of the courageous men and wom-
en who paid with their lives to secure them. 
 

Those are the men and women we honor on Me-
morial Day.  
 

Remember— 
"It is the Soldier, not the reporter,  
 

Who has given us Freedom of the Press.  
 

It is the Soldier, not the poet,  
 

Who has given us Freedom of Speech.  
 

It is the Soldier, not the campus organizer,  
 

Who has given us the Freedom to demonstrate.  
 

It is the Soldier, not the lawyer,  
 

Who has given us the right to a fair trial;  
 

And it is the Soldier--who salutes the flag,  
 

Who serves the flag, and  
 

Whose coffin is draped by the flag--  
 

Who allows the protester to burn the flag."  
 

GOD BLESS AMERICA! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trafalgar_Square
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trafalgar_Square
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Mall_(London)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buckingham_Palace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_VI
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_Elizabeth_The_Queen_Mother
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winston_Churchill
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Truman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_D._Roosevelt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Times_Square
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_people
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VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS OF THE UNITED STATES 

 

 

 

 

 
                            STATE OF ILLINOIS 

 
 
 
 April 24, 2020 
 
 
 Dear Comrade,  
 
 Due to the current situation with the COVID-19, the Department of Illinois has decided to  
 cancel the 2019-2020 State Convention scheduled for June 11-14, 2020.  
 
 This was not an easy decision to make but the health and well-being of our members, staff,  
 vendors, and supporters will remain the priority and will not be put at risk. All payments  
 towards hotel rooms, delegate fees, and reception dinner tickets will be refunded to those  
 individuals.  
 
 Although the Convention is cancelled, the Department of Illinois VFW is still dedicated to 
  do “Whatever It Takes” and will continue to serve the veterans of this great state during  
 this trying time. If you have any questions, the Department leadership and headquarters  
 staff are available to answer them.  
 
 Official updates will be made through Department Headquarters.  
 
 Thank you for your patience and yours in comradeship 
 
 I remain,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Bradley Gould 
 State Commander 
 
 BG/enm 

 

 

 

DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS 

3300 Constitution Drive, P.O. Box 13206, Springfield, Illinois 62791-3206 Phone: 217/529-6688 

Fax: 217/529-5347 E-mail: vfwil@vfwil.org  
 

mailto:vfwil@vfwil.org

