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               “Whatever It Takes” 
 

                Post Officers 
                 Commander— Ray Travis 
  Sr. Vice-Commander— Frank Mampreian 

  Jr. Vice-Commander— Mike Rennewanz 
  Quartermaster— Bob Reichert 

 

Post Answering Machine 
630-910-1578 

 

This Award Winning Newsletter is written for ALL members of VFW 
Post 1578.  If you have an article or any worthy event that you wish to 
share please call us or email us at woodridgevfw@gmail.com, or 
mail it to:  
 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 
P.O. Box 8219   Woodridge, IL 60517 

 

Visit Us On-Line 
 

www.woodridgevfw.net 
 

Post 1578 is a 501(c)(19) 
 

Next Post Meeting 
 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, August 
25th, at 7:30 pm at Shanahan’s, 1999 W. 75th Street, Woodridge, 
IL 60517.  Plan to attend!  All Eli-
gible Veterans are Welcome!! 
 

Meet and Greet at 7:00 pm 
“Safety Meeting”  9:00 until 10:30 pm  

 
 

Visit us      Like us          on  
 

Woodridge  
VFW 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 was chartered on November 8, 1983 with 33 original mem-
bers.  Today we are in our 36th year of community service to 
the people and Village of 
Woodridge.  Post 1578 is a 
proud sponsor of:   
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VA Opposes Bill to Grant Dental Care  
to all Veterans 

 

By NIKKI WENTLING | STARS AND STRIPES 
Published: July 23, 2020 

 

WASHINGTON — The Department of Veterans 
Affairs voiced its opposition Thursday to legisla-
tion that would require the department to provide 
dental treatment for all veterans enrolled in VA 
health care. 
 

The bill, introduced by Rep. Julia Brownley, D-
Calif., aims to phase in dental care at the VA 
within four years. Now, the department provides 
dental treatment only to veterans whose dental 
issues are related to their military service. 

spector general from 2016-2017. 
 

Roesch said the VFW is preparing to build a 
20/20 Vision For Veterans and it begins with re-
educating and reintroducing the organization to 
its communities and local and national leaders.  
 

“We are the pillars of our communities,” said 
Roesch. “We represent the strength of our na-
tion. And we will lead the charge into 2021 and 
beyond in protecting the very benefits and enti-
tlements that our service members, veterans and 
military families have earned through their sacri-
fice, commitment and selfless service in defense 
of freedom.”  
 

Roesch said the VFW is more vital and instru-
mental today than it’s ever been because of the 
veterans serving at Posts around the globe.  
 

“Our VFW remains the resilient force it has al-
ways been,” said Roesch. “We are stronger to-
day because of you. Together, our voices will 
continue to be a dominant force in our communi-
ties, on the Hill and within the halls of the White 
House.” 
 

He also reinforced the organization’s commit-
ment to inclusivity stating, “Our doors are open to 
ALL eligible veterans, and today I stand here be-
fore you and personally invite all eligible veterans 
to join our organization.” 
 

Roesch replaced William “Doc” Schmitz as na-
tional commander. 

Hal Roesch II Elected VFW’s New  
National Commander 

 

‘Our VFW remains the resilient force it has always been’ 
 

July 24, 2020 -  KANSAS CITY, Mo.  
Hal Roesch II, of Hampton, Virginia, was in-
stalled as the Veterans of Foreign Wars’ 112th 
national commander today during a change of 
command ceremony at the VFW National Head-
quarters. 
 

Roesch assumes command of the oldest combat 
veterans service organization boasting approxi-
mately 1.5 million members, including its Auxilia-
ry.  
 

“I stand before you, humbled, elated and ready 
to selflessly serve the 1.5 million members and 
its Auxiliary as we continue the tradition of serv-
ing America’s veterans, service members and 
families worldwide,” said Roesch. 
 

Roesch is a 20-year U.S. 
Air Force retiree serving 
from 1982 to 2002. He 
earned his VFW eligibility 
during his combat service 
in Operations Desert Shield 
and Desert Storm and 
overseas service as part of 
Southern Watch. Roesch is 
a recipient of three Meritori-
ous Service Medals, two 
Air Force Commendation 
Medals, two Air Force Achievement Medals, the 
Air Force Outstanding Unit Award with valor, the 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, the South-
west Asia Service Medal with three campaign 
stars, and numerous other awards and decora-
tions. 
 

Roesch joined the VFW in 1991 at VFW Post 
3034 in Sumter, South Carolina, and became a 
Post commander at VFW Post 4542 in Spring 
Lake, North Carolina. He now maintains his Gold 
Legacy Life membership at VFW Post 3219 in 
Phoebus, Virginia.  
 

Roesch has served in elected and appointed po-
sitions at the Post, District and Department lev-
els, culminating with his election as VFW Depart-
ment of Virginia commander from 2008-2009. On 
the national level, he has served on the Council 
of Administration from 2010-2012 and as the in-

https://www.stripes.com/reporters/2.2357?author=Nikki_Wentling
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FLAG DAY RETIREMENT 
  

Our Post held its annual American Flag Retire-
ment (burn) Ceremony on Thursday, August 6th, 
on the open field at the Town Centre property 
east of the garden plots.  We were joined by 
members of the Woodridge Police, Lisle/
Woodridge Fire District and Boy Scouts from 
Troop 512.  This year we retired about 300 
American Flags.  VFW Post 1578 would like to 
thank all the fine citizens of Woodridge who 
proudly display the American Flag.  We wish 
more citizens would do so. 
  

 

lead to better health outcomes and lower costs in 
the long term. 
 

In a statement after the hearing, Brownley called 
the VA’s opposition “baffling and disappointing.” 
 

“When we send our young men and women to 
war, we rarely ask how we are going to pay for it, 
so it is frustrating to me that when they come 
home, we constantly hear the refrain that veter-
ans’ health care costs too much,” she said. 
 

It was unclear Thursday (July 23rd) when the 
committee would vote on the legislation. If 
passed by the committee, the bill would be sent 
to the House floor for consideration. 

Brownley said that is equal to about one in 17 VA 
enrollees being eligible for dental care. 
 

“Current law restricts the VA’s ability to provide 
dental care to most veterans,” Brownley said. 
“The cost of private-sector dental care is often 
too expensive, leaving too many veterans with-
out dental care at all.” 
 

The House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs con-
sidered the bill during a hearing Thursday, July 
23rd. The VA was strongly opposed. 
 

 “We don’t have the resources from a capacity 
perspective, and we don’t have the resources 
from a funding perspective,” said Maria Llorente, 
an assistant deputy undersecretary of the VA. 

U.S. Air Force Major Rachael Parrish, 20th Dental Squadron 
general dentist, performs an oral exam on Airman 1st Class 
Amie Bickford, 20th Equipment Maintenance Squadron mu-
nitions technician at Shaw Air Force Base, S.C., March 13, 
2017.  CHRISTOPHER MALDONADO/U.S. AIR FORCE 
 

About 9.3 million veterans are enrolled in VA 
health care. Of those, 1.35 million are eligible for 
dental care through the department. The legisla-
tion would increase the number of eligible veter-
ans by more than 670%, Llorente said, and 
“create a significant spike in the need for re-
sources to meet the increased demand.” 
 

If Congress approves the bill, Llorente estimated 
the cost of expanding dental care would be about 
$7 billion the first year after the legislation is en-
acted. The measure would increase costs by 
more than $150 billion for 10 years. 
 

In response, Brownley cited a 2019 report, in 
which the VA said “poor oral health can have a 
significant negative effect on overall health.” She 
argued providing dental care for veterans would 
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 just ask.  If you need backup, I will stand with 
you.  If you need to cry, I will hug you.  If you 
need to talk I will listen.  If you need to pray, I will 
kneel with you.  If you are wrong, I will tell you.  If 
you are right I will support you. 
 

I only ask that you don't lose faith in Ameri-
cans.  We are NOT all against you.  Our lives 
matter, as do yours.  Take off your sunglasses 
and see the good people that are here for 
you.  Even though we are not as loud and obnox-
ious as these whiny media seekers, we are 
strong and waiting to follow your lead. 
 

God Bless you and your family. 
 

Woodridge VFW 

Woodridge VFW Recognizes  
Woodridge Police Officer of the Year 

 

Every year VFW Post 1578 honors a local police 
officer who has made a significant difference in 
the lives of community members.  At our July 
28th monthly Post meeting,  we recognized Mike 
Reed, Woodridge Police Officer of the Year. 
 

Chief Cunningham introduced Mike.  “Mike Reed 
became a police officer for the Village of 
Woodridge in November of 2010.  He was quick-
ly recognized as a police officer with great poten-
tial and leadership qualities.  In 2016, he was 
transferred to the Detective Division where he 
currently is assigned.  Over the past few years, 
Mike has been assigned and investigated some 
of the most difficult cases in Woodridge.  
  

This past year, Mike was recognized by his 
peers as a true leader, who values teamwork, 
and gives 100%.  Most impressively, Mike has 
become a department mentor for other detec-
tives and officers.  Thank you for recognizing 
Mike and your continued support for the 
Woodridge Police Department.” 
 

Congratulations Mike Reed! 

From the members of Woodridge VFW: 
  

If you are a law enforcement officer and need a 
break, you can park outside my home.  If you are 
thirsty I will bring you a drink.  If you are hungry I 
will fix you food.  If you are hot I will invite you 
inside to cool off.  If you need additional ammo, 

Chief Brian Cunningham, Detective Mike Reed  
with Commander Ray Travis 

VFW Recognizes National Purple Heart Day 
 

National Purple Heart Day is observed on August 
7th each year. It is a time for Americans to pause 
to remember and honor the brave men and wom-
en who were either wounded on the battlefield or 
paid the ultimate sacrifice. The VFW honors all 
service men and women who have earned this 
medal with their sacrifice.  An estimated 1.9 mil-
lion veterans have received the Purple Heart. 
 

General George Washington created the Badge 
of Merit in 1782. Washington intended the honor 
to be presented to soldiers for “any singularly 
meritorious action.” Its design included a purple, 
heart-shaped piece of silk bound with a thin edge 
of silver. Across the face, the word Merit was 
embroidered in silver. While the badge symbol-
ized the courage and devotion of an American 
Patriot, no one knows who designed the award. 
 

Until Washington’s 200th birthday, the Purple 
Heart persisted as a Revolutionary War footnote. 
Through the efforts of General Douglas MacAr-
thur, the U.S. War Department created the Order 
of the Purple Heart. Today the medal bears a 
bust of George Washington and his 
coat of arms. 
 

It is the oldest U.S. military honor 
still bestowed upon service mem-
bers today. Until 1944, the Purple 
Heart recognized service members’ 
commendable actions as well. Then 
in 1944, the requirements limited 
the award to only those wounded or 
killed in combat. 
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ADDITIONAL AMERICAN FLAG DISPOSAL 
CONTAINERS 

 

When your flag becomes worn and tattered 
please use the Flag Disposal container located in 
the Village Public Works/Police Department lob-
by.  Today, the village has three additional con-
tainers; one at St. Scholastica, one at the United 
Methodist Church on 75th Street, and one at the 
Darien/Woodridge Fire Station on 75th and 
Lyman Avenue.   
 

These are part of Jack  Kulaga’s Eagle Scout 
Project!  Jack is a Scout with Troop 512.  The 
three new locations give all the citizens of 
Woodridge 24 hours a day, seven days a week 
coverage to properly dispose of their worn, torn, 
or tattered American Flag. 

This box is in the main hallway going into St. Scholastica 
Church. 

This box is located in the main entryway to 
the Darien/Woodridge Fire Department at 75th 
and Lyman, which is open 24 Hours a day, 7 
Days a week! 
 

GREAT JOB JACK!  THANK YOU! 

2020 POW/MIA Recognition Day  
Poster Unveiled 

 

WASHINGTON, July 24, 2020 —The Defense POW/
MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) unveiled the 
2020 POW/MIA Recognition Day poster during a 
ceremony at their Washington, D.C., headquar-
ters July 24. 
 

"The poster embodies the spirit of the National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day and tangibly articu-
lates the inordinate service of our former POWs 
and the supreme sacrifice of our missing," said 
Kelly McKeague, DPAA’s director. “Unveiling it in 
the summer allows DPAA to distribute replica 
posters in time for families of the missing, veter-
ans service organizations, military units, schools, 
and private citizens to display them on Recogni-
tion Day.” 
 

Ann Mills-Griffiths, the CEO and Chairman of the 
Board for the National League of POW/MIA 
Families; retired Air Force Col. Michael Brazel-
ton, a Vietnam veteran and former POW; Ter-
rence Hayes, the National Director of Communi-
cations for the Veterans of Foreign Wars; and 
Wade Ishimoto of the Special Operations and 
Special Forces Association unveiled the poster, 
a significant part of DPAA’s effort to spread the 
word about POW/MIA Recognition Day. 

“I think it’s crucial,” said Mills-Griffiths. “What’s 
important is the message it sends both interna-
tionally and domestically, and including to all of 
our troops around the world that are now serv-
ing, that if something happens to them, if they 
get captured or are missing, our nation is not just 
going to walk away and forget them. We’re de-
termined to stand with and behind them.” 
 

Jack Kaluga 
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Brazelton said it helps the public become invest-
ed in the mission to recover the unaccounted for. 
 

“I think it helps remind the public in general that 
we still have MIAs that have to be accounted 
for,” said Brazelton. “I think public awareness is 
necessary, really, to get good public support for 
what we do.” 
 

National POW/MIA Recognition Day was estab-
lished in 1979 through a proclamation signed by 
President Jimmy Carter. Since then, each subse-
quent president has issued an annual proclama-
tion commemorating the third Friday in Septem-
ber as National POW/MIA Recognition Day. 
A national-level ceremony is held on every Na-
tional POW/MIA Recognition Day. Traditionally 
held at the Pentagon, it features members from 
each branch of military service and participation 
from high-ranking officials. 
 

In addition to the national-level ceremony, obser-
vances of National POW/MIA Recognition Day 
are held across the country on military installa-
tions, ships at sea, state capitols, schools and 
veterans' facilities. 
 

No matter where they are held, these National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day ceremonies share 
the common purpose of honoring those who 
were held captive and returned, as well as those 
who remain missing.  This year National POW/
MIA Recognition Day is Friday, September 18th. 

Upon entering many VFW Posts, members see a 
single table set appropriately for a meal but is 
never used. This special scene honors those 
who cannot join us at a local Post–prisoners of 
war or those missing in action.  

Please reflect when you pass this table knowing 
that our POW-MIA would give anything to join 
their family and friends for a meal. 
 

The small table is set for one – symbolizing the 
frailty of one prisoner. 
 

The table is round – showing our everlasting 
concern for our POW/MIA’s. 
 

The cloth is white – symbolizing the purity of 
our men and women’s motives when answering 
the call to duty. 
 

The single red rose – reminding us of the lives 
of these men and women – their loved ones and 
friends who keep the faith, while seeking an-
swers. 
 

The red ribbon – symbolizes our continued de-
termination to account for them. 
 

A slice of lemon – reminds us of the bitter fate 
of those missing, captured and held as prisoners 
in foreign lands. 
 

A pinch of salt – symbolizes the tears of our 
missing and their families who long for answers 
after decades of uncertainty. 
 

The Holy Bible – represents the strength gained 
through faith in our country, founded as one na-
tion under God, to sustain those lost from our 
midst. 
 

The candle – is reminiscent of the light of hope 
which lives in our hearts to illuminate their way 
home. 
 

The glass is inverted – to symbolize their inabil-
ity to share this evening’s toast. 
 

The chair is empty – they are missing  – (silent 
moment) – and please remember their service 
and sacrifice. 
 

 
 
 
 

ALWAYS 
REMEMBER 
 
NEVER  
FORGET 
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