
Volume 19, Issue  10 October 2020 

Dates To Remember 

Post Meeting 

Halloween 

Election Day 

Veterans Day 

Post Meeting 

Thanksgiving Day 

VETERAN  VIEWS 

THE AWARD WINNING NEWSLETTER 

OF ALL-AMERICAN WOODRIDGE MEMORIAL VFW POST 1578 

VETERANS  OF  FOREIGN  WARS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

Inside This Issue 
 

Post Information 
 

Oldest Living Marine 
Turns 107 
 

Veteran Legislation 
Clears the House of Rep-
resentatives 
 

Get Your Flu Shot Now  
 

Why Voting is Important 
 

Veterans Day 
 

JANO Letters to our De-
ployed Service Men 
  

Walk Among the Mon-
sters Flyer 
 

VFW Fact Sheet I Flyer 
 

VFW Fact Sheet II Flyer 
 

 

1 
 

2 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 
 

7 

 
8 
 

9 

10/27 
 

10/31 
 

11/3 
 

11/11 
 

11/24 
 

11/26 
 

               “Whatever It Takes” 
 

                Post Officers 
                 Commander— Ray Travis 
  Sr. Vice-Commander— Frank Mampreian 

  Jr. Vice-Commander— Mike Rennewanz 
  Quartermaster— Bob Reichert 

 

Post Answering Machine 
630-910-1578 

 

This Award Winning Newsletter is written for ALL members of VFW 
Post 1578.  If you have an article or any worthy event that you wish to 
share please call us or email us at woodridgevfw@gmail.com, or 
mail it to:  
 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 
P.O. Box 8219   Woodridge, IL 60517 

 

Visit Us On-Line 
 

www.woodridgevfw.net 
 

Post 1578 is a 501(c)(19) 
 

Next Post Meeting 
 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, October 
27th, at 7:30 pm at Shanahan’s, 1999 W. 75th Street, Woodridge, 
IL 60517.  Plan to attend!  All Eli-
gible Veterans are Welcome!! 
 

Meet and Greet at 7:00 pm 
“Safety Meeting”  9:00 until 10:30 pm  

 
 

Visit us      Like us          on  
 

Woodridge  
VFW 

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 was chartered on November 8, 1983 with 33 original mem-
bers.  Today we are in our 36th year of community service to 
the people and Village of 
Woodridge.  Post 1578 is a 
proud sponsor of:   

11 11 
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 1995. During World War II, women weren’t al-
lowed to hold many of the jobs men could in the 
military, but Cole just wanted to learn something 
new. 
 

“I thought that it would im-
press the Marine Corps, but 
it didn’t,” Cole said. “I just 
landed on my old typewriter. 
The girls now, they have an 
open field with what they 
can do, so it’s gotten better.” 
 

By the time Cole enlisted, 
the Marine Corps Women’s 
Reserve had already been 
training female Marines for about five months. By 
April 1943, some 525 women were entering 
training every two weeks, according to 
the Women Marines Association. By February 
1944, one year after enlistment was opened to 
females, some 15,000 women had signed up 
and were placed in 200 different assignments. 
 

In 2019 there were 613 female Marines and sail-
ors serving in units previously only available to 
men. The Marine Corps opened ground combat 
jobs to women in 2016 and have been recently 
looking for more female infantry officers. 
 

“Women Marines have served at every rank up 
to lieutenant general, leading and making Ma-
rines,” said Marine Corps spokesman Capt. Jo-
seph Butterfield in a Monday email to Marine 
Corps Times. “Marines like Sgt. Cole helped 
pave the way for this continued tradition of ser-
vice and sacrifice.” 
 

Cole spent six weeks in boot camp at Camp 
Lejeune, North Carolina, before being transferred 
to a firing range in Quantico, Virginia, where she 
spent two years typing correspondence for offic-
ers. 
 

“It was kind of a tough time and we were not wel-
comed too well by many of the men in the ser-
vice,” Cole said. “But they got over it.” Cole said 
she and the other women Marines would be 
called “all sorts of names by a certain amount of 
men.” 
 

“It was a bit of harassment, but everybody got 
over it and went about their business,” Cole said. 
“We got our work done.” 
 

When asked whether she felt like she and the 

Oldest Living Marine Turns 107 
www.militarytimes.com  

 

Retired  Sargent  Dorothy Schmidt Cole, who en-
listed in the Marine Corps in 1943, turned 107 on 
Saturday, September 19th, in Kannapolis, North 
Carolina.  "Everyone was out doing something," 
she said of her decision to enter the male-
dominated field of military service.  

 

She completed her training 
at Camp Lejeune and was 
then stationed at Quantico 
primarily in an administrative 
role.   
 

"Everyone was out doing 
something," Cole said, re-
calling current events that 
prompted her to join in the 
video. "The women helping 
the Red Cross. Even in 
churches they were knitting 

things. I decided that I wanted to do something 
and I would go into the Marine Corps." 
 

Cole's work in what was considered male-
dominated career fields during the war helped 
free up personnel to fight in the Pacific, the Ma-
rine Corps said. 
 

And while she downplayed her reason for joining, 
Cole also said her decision was influenced by 
the community in her hometown of Warren, 
Pennsylvania, and the longing for a sense of pur-
pose. 
 

“There were women volunteering with the Red 
Cross and knitting while sitting in church, so I 
thought I had to do something,” Cole said. “At the 
time, I didn’t think I was doing anything great. I 
knew I was helping our country.” 
 

When Cole found out she was accepted into the 
Marine Corps Women’s Reserve, she thought 
she should learn to fly first. 
 

“We had a small airport in Warren and I decided 
to try some flying,” Cole said. “It was just some 
little Piper Cub I went in and I got about 200 
hours of flying time.” 
 

By the end of 1944, only 40 women had 
been permitted to fly noncombat missions with 
the Women Airforce Service Pilots. And the Ma-
rine Corps wouldn’t see its first female pilot until 

https://archive.defense.gov/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=29276
https://www.womenmarines.org/wm-history
https://www.marinecorpstimes.com/news/your-marine-corps/2019/12/06/60-more-female-marines-sailors-serving-in-previously-all-male-units-corps-says/
https://www.marinecorpstimes.com/news/your-marine-corps/2020/02/25/first-female-infantry-marine-officer-leaves-corps-as-commandant-calls-for-more-women-at-infantry-officer-course/
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/2016/03/22/house-votes-to-allow-arlington-interments-for-female-wwii-pilots/
https://archive.defense.gov/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=29276
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The VFW thanks Chairman Mark Takano and 
Ranking Member Phil Roe, M.D., for the swift 
passage of the Johns Scott Hannon Bill which 
now heads to the president’s desk. 
 

H.R. 7795, the Veterans Benefits Fairness and 
Transparency Act of 2020, which would require 
VA to publish disability benefits questionnaires 
(DBQs) on its website for use by the public.  

 

Additionally, the 
Senate Veter-
ans’ Affairs 
Committee ad-
vanced VFW-

supported S. 4393, the Toxic Exposure in the 
American Military (TEAM) Act of 2020, and S. 
4511, the Veterans Benefits Enhancement and 
Expansion Act of 2020. The TEAM Act of 2020 
would reauthorize key provisions of the Agent 
Orange Act of 1991, including a requirement for 
the VA Secretary to enact regulations to add 
conditions to the list of presumptive conditions 
associated with exposure to Agent Orange.  
 

The legislation would also establish an independ-
ent commission to inform VA about new toxic ex-
posures related to military service, require VA to 
enter into a partnership with the National Acade-
mies of Science, Engineering, and Medicine 
(NASEM) to determine levels of association re-
garding the incidence of disease and exposure to 
toxic substances, and require VA to implement 
regulations on the basis of NASEM recommen-
dations.  
 

S. 4511 would change the statutory definition of 
“Vietnam veteran” to include individuals who 
served in the Republic of Vietnam beginning on 
Nov. 1, 1955, and would expand a variety of oth-
er veteran benefits. The Senate must now pass 
H.R. 7795, S. 4393, and S. 4511 in their entire-
ty.  

Veteran Legislation Clears  
the House of Representatives 

SEPTEMBER 25th 
 

This week, the House passed several veterans 
bills.  
 

The House passed the Senate-passed and VFW
-supported version of S. 785, the Commander 
John Scott Hannon Veterans Mental Health Care 
Improvement Act of 2019, which would provide 
VA the authority it needs to expand suicide pre-
vention efforts, and provide the opportunity to 
expand telehealth capabilities to veterans in rural 
and highly rural areas.  
 

H.R. 3228, the VA Mission Telehealth Clarifica-
tion Act would expand the VA MISSION Act of 
2018’s authority for health professions trainees 
to provide treatment via telemedicine.  
 

H.R. 6092, the  Veteran’s Prostate Cancer Treat-
ment and Research Act would establish a nation-
al clinical pathway for prostate cancer within VA.  
 

H.R. 5245, the SHIELD for Veterans Act would 
reform the VA’s debt collection process.  
 

H.R. 7105 would provide VA will flexibility while 
caring for homeless veterans during a covered 
public health emergency.  
 

H.R. 8247, the Veterans COMPACT Act of 
2020 would further improve support during the 
transition from service member to veteran, sui-
cide prevention and mental well-being initiatives, 
and care and services for women veterans.  
 

H.R. 3798, the Equal Access to Contraception 
for Veterans Act would ensure the same no-cost 
contraceptive care for women veterans as re-
quired by non-veteran health insurance plans. 

other women Marines of 
her time had a part in 
shaping history or influenc-
ing current female Ma-
rines, she said “I suppose.” 
 

Happy Birthday Sgt. 
Cole! 

 

GET YOUR FLU SHOT NOW! 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7795/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4393
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4511?s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4511?s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/785
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3228
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6092
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/5245?s=1&r=5
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7105
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8247/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3798
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Why Voting Is Important 
 

“Voting is your civic duty.” This is a pretty com-
mon sentiment, especially each November as 
Election Day approaches. But what does it really 
mean? And what does it mean for Americans in 
particular? 

 

A History of Voting in the United States 
 

Today, most American citizens over the age of 
18 are entitled to vote in federal and state elec-
tions, but voting was not always a default right 
for all Americans. The United States Constitu-
tion, as originally written, did not define specifi-
cally who could or could not vote—but it did es-
tablish how the new country would vote. 
 

Article 1 of the Constitution determined that 
members of the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives would both be elected directly 
by popular vote. The president, however, would 
be elected not by direct vote, but rather by 
the Electoral College. The Electoral College as-
signs a number of representative votes per state, 
typically based on the state’s population. This 
indirect election method was seen as a balance 
between the popular vote and using a state’s 
representatives in Congress to elect a president. 
 

Because the Constitution did not specifically say 
who could vote, this question was largely left to 
the states into the 1800s. In most cases, land-
owning white men were eligible to vote, while 
white women, black people, and other disadvan-
taged groups of the time were excluded from vot-
ing (known as disenfranchisement). While no 
longer explicitly excluded, voter suppression is a 
problem in many parts of the country, as some 
politicians try to win reelection by limiting the 

 number of specific populations of voters, such as 
African Americans. 
 

It was not until the 15th Amendment was passed 
in 1869 that black men were allowed to vote. But 
even so, many would-be voters faced artificial 
hurdles like poll taxes, literacy tests, and other 
measures meant to discourage them from exer-
cising their voting right. This would continue until 
the 24th Amendment in 1964, which eliminated 
the poll tax, and the Voting Rights Act of 1965, 
which ended Jim Crow laws. Women were de-
nied the right to vote until 1920, when the long 
efforts of the women’s suffrage movement result-
ed in the 19th Amendment. 
 

With these amendments removing the previous 
barriers to voting (particularly sex and race), the-
oretically all American citizens over the age of 21 
could vote by the mid 1960s. Later, in 1971, the 
American voting age was lowered to 18, building 
on the idea that if a person was old enough to 
serve their country in the military, they should be 
allowed to vote. 
 

With these constitutional amendments and legis-
lation like the Voting Rights Act of 1965, the 
struggle for widespread voting rights evolved 
from the Founding Fathers’ era to the late 
20th century. 
 

Why Your Vote Matters 
 

If you ever think that just one vote in a sea of mil-
lions cannot make much of a difference, consider 
some of the closest elections in U.S. history. 
 

In 2000, Al Gore narrowly lost the Electoral Col-
lege vote to George W. Bush. The election came 
down to a recount in Florida, where Bush had 
won the popular vote by such a small margin that 
it triggered an automatic recount and a Supreme 
Court case (Bush v. Gore). In the end, Bush won 
Florida by 0.009 percent of the votes cast in the 
state, or 537 votes. Had 600 more pro-Gore vot-
ers gone to the polls in Florida that November, 
there may have been an entirely different presi-
dent from 2000–2008. 
 

More recently, Donald Trump defeated Hillary 
Clinton in 2016 by securing a close Electoral Col-
lege win. Although the election did not come 
down to a handful of votes in one state, Trump’s 
votes in the Electoral College decided a tight 
race. Clinton had won the national popular vote 
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  by nearly three million votes, but the concentra-
tion of Trump voters in key districts in “swing” 
states like Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, and Michi-
gan helped seal enough electoral votes to win 
the presidency. 
 

Your vote may not directly elect the president, 
but if your vote joins enough others in your voting 
district or county, your vote undoubtedly matters 
when it comes to electoral results. Most states 
have a “winner take all” system where the popu-
lar vote winner gets the state’s electoral votes. 
There are also local and state elections to con-
sider. While presidential or other national elec-
tions usually get a significant voter turnout, local 
elections are typically decided by a much smaller 
group of voters. 
 

A Portland State University study found that few-
er than 15 percent of eligible voters were turning 
out to vote for mayors, council members, and 
other local offices. Low turnout means that im-
portant local issues are determined by a limited 
group of voters, making a single vote even more 
statistically meaningful. 
 

How You Can Make Your Voice Heard 
 

If you are not yet 18, or are not a U.S. citizen, 
you can still participate in the election process. 
You may not be able to walk into a voting booth, 
but there are things you can do to get involved: 
Be informed! Read up on political issues (both 
local and national) and figure out where you 
stand. 
 

Get out and talk to people. Even if you cannot 
vote, you can still voice opinions on social media, 
in your school or local newspaper, or other public 
forums. You never know who might be listening. 
Volunteer. If you support a particular candidate, 
you can work on their campaign by participating 
in phone banks, doing door-to-door outreach, 
writing postcards, or volunteering at campaign 
headquarters. Your work can help get candidates 
elected, even if you are not able to vote yourself. 
Participating in elections is one of the key free-
doms of American life. Many people in countries 
around the world do not have 
the same freedom, nor did many 
Americans in centuries past. No 
matter what you believe or 
whom you support, it is im-
portant to exercise your rights. 

VETERANS DAY - NOVEMBER 11 
 

Americans live in freedom because of our veter-
ans' courage, dedication to duty, and love of 
country. On Veterans Day, we honor these brave 
men and women who have served in our Armed 
Forces and defended our Nation.  
 

Across America, there are more than 25 million 
veterans. Their ranks include generations of citi-
zens who have risked their lives while serving in 
military conflicts, including World War II, Korea, 
Vietnam, the Persian Gulf, and the war on terror. 
They have fought for the security of our country 
and the peace of the world. They have defended 
our founding ideals, protected the innocent, and 
liberated the oppressed from tyranny and terror. 
They have known the hardships and the fears 
and the tragic losses of war. Our veterans know 
that in the harshest hours of conflict they serve 
just and honorable purposes.  
 

Through the years, our veterans have returned 
home from their duties to become active and re-
sponsible citizens in their communities, further 
contributing to the growth and development of 
our Nation. Their commitment to service inspires 
all Americans.  
 

Woodridge VFW will NOT have a Veterans Day 
Service this year due to COVID capacities and 
limitations.  We are planning a virtual service 
similar to the one we had for Memorial Day.  
Check the Woodridge Patch and WCTV Channel 
6 for more information. 
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JANO LETTERS TO OUR DEPLOYED SERVICE MEN 

Just a brief note to say Thank You for the support and time spent on Monday evening 
(10/12).  While the turnout was low due to earlier weather conditions, all was not lost.  Chief 
Cunningham predicted kids would show up later that evening and they did.  Denice and I 
stayed a while longer at Janes Avenue Park and were able to get letters written, and gave out 
90% of the bags, scarves, gloves and hats.  We returned to Echo 
Point Park, and did the same thing with what was left.  I delivered 50 
letters to Bob yesterday.  He will deliver those to Operation Support 
Out Troops.  It was a total success!!  None of this would happen 
without all of you. 
 

Bob, please give a special Thank You to Ray, Don and Randy for be-
ing with us.  It was great to see them, and you as well yesterday. 
 

Jenny, it was great to see you and Al.  Your wonderful donations 
are amazing and the kids loved and needed everything we 
had.  Thank You! 
 

Blessings to all of you!  
 

Anne Banks 
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