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Our next regular monthly meeting will be on Tuesday, February
23rd, at 7:30 pm at Shanahan’s, 1999 W. 75th Street, Woodridge,
IL 60517. Plan to attend! All Eligible Veterans are Welcome!!
Meet and Greet at 7:00 pm
“Safety Meeting” 9:00 until 10:30 pm

Visit us
New Air Force One coming

Like us

on

Woodridge
VFW

Woodridge Memorial VFW Post 1578 was chartered on November 8, 1983 with 33 original members. Today we are in our 37th year of community service to
the people and Village of
Woodridge. Post 1578 is a
proud sponsor of:
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Five Things We Will Lose When We Lose Our events are. This is a program that pairs WWII
WWII Vets
veterans with a volunteer that helps take them to
Washington D.C. so they can see the new WWII
By Lori Thomas, VP of Marketing / Chief Editor
Senior Advice
memorial. It is just one way that communities are
rallying behind their veterans and one of the
Every day in newspapers across the country,
there are obituaries of brave men who served in many things that America will unfortunately lose
World War II. Day after day, more and more vet- when there are no more veterans left.
erans are being honored in obituaries not only for
their bravery in war but for living truly honorable
lives once returning home. Every year the number of WWII veterans we have left gets smaller
and smaller, reminding us all of the harsh reality
that fairly soon we will have lost all of the World
War II veterans left in the United States.

A Connection to a Different Time
History often proclaims that those who lived
through WWII were America's greatest generation, but soon that generation will be gone and
America will be left with a big hole in its absence.
While it was a time of great tragedy with the war,
it was also a time of great growth for the United
This is not only a harrowing fact that illuminates States. It spearheaded women's rights as women
just how much time has gone by since this tragic stepped up and took jobs in factories and even
kept men-only professional sports teams alive.
global war, but it also reminds us all that there
are actually a lot of things that we will lose when As our WWII veterans slowly start to leave us,
we lose our veterans. Here are just five of the
we are losing our connection to one of the most
many things that we will lose as a nation when
proclaimed time periods in history. Talking to a
we lose our WWII vets.
WWII veteran today, you can truly gain an understanding and appreciation of this time in AmeriOur Real Accounts of One of the Biggest
can history and understand why it was hailed as
Wars in History
Open any history book on WWII and chances are such an important time in America's backstory.
you will see countless stats, figures and pictures
from this horrific event in history. However, when
we lose our WWII veterans, we will lose the most
realistic account of what living in this war was
really like. While history books and documents
from survivors can tell us a great deal, there is
little that can compare to the harrowing stories
from the men who were actually in this war.

A Deeper Connection to Our Museums and
Memorials
There is a monument in Washington D.C., a museum in New Orleans, a memorial at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii, and dozens of other structures
around the country that pay homage to this difficult time in American history. Visiting these monuments is one thing. Visiting them with a WWII
veteran or when you know a WWII veteran is a
Every day, we are moving closer and closer to
reality where there is not a single participant from completely different experience.
WWII that is still alive and able to tell his tale
While these museums will live on, the connection
from war and to really describe not only what war that many of us have to them will not. Without
was like, but what it was like both before and af- veterans around to truly honor these memorials
ter the war for Americans.
and to serve as living examples of all that these
structures have to teach us, there will undoubtThe Art of Honoring WWII Heroes
While the number of WWII veterans grows small- edly be an emotional disconnect between these
er and smaller by the day, when we lose this im- museums and monuments and our world today.
portant group of men, we will also lose some of
the unique ways that we have honored these heroes as well. Communities around America have
created truly unique events, shows, parades and
outings all designed with honoring WWII veterans in mind.
Ask any person who has attended an Honor
Flight and you will see just how special these

True Heroes
In today's world, we have so many individual acts
of bravery, but when we lose all of our WWII veterans, we will be losing some of the most honored heroes in American history. These men not
only left their homes and their families behind,
but they fought in one of the bloodiest wars in
history, many of them left not knowing if they
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would ever return.
Unlike any war that has come since, WWII had
one of the highest amounts of casualties. Men
were drafted in huge numbers and were called to
duty even when they had no prior experience or
training. They left their wives behind to run their
households and go to work in jobs they had never done before, and they left at a moment's notice. This is the type of bravery that has thankfully not been tested in our modern world today and
it is one that WWII vets will forever be honored
for.
Recent statistics have the number of WWII survivors dipping below 1 million. By the year 2025,
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs assumes that there will only be around 57,000
WWII veterans left. While we are still honored to
have these brave men in our world today, it is
important to remember their sacrifice and their
service and to remember all that our world will
lose when we no longer have these brave individuals in our lives.

Today's WWII veterans are entering into a very
new and challenging time in their lives. Many of
them are transitioning to assisted living facilities,
nursing homes or starting to receive home care.
Supporting these important
seniors during this time, just
as they supported so many
during WWII is a great way to
keep the connection to these
veterans alive. For those individuals who are lucky enough
to still have a WWII veteran in
their lives, there is no better time than the present to truly reach out and connect with this
brave individual to hear their stories, gain their
insight and truly appreciate what it is they have
to offer us all while they are still here.

Officially, with the passing of Steve Dybas and
Don Magnuson, our Post no longer has any
WWII members left.

VA receives additional 200,000 COVID-19
vaccine doses to administer to
Veterans and employees
Vietnam veteran Ray Travis
receiving the Covid vaccine
at Hines VA Hospital on Saturday, the 23rd of January.
The nurses said 1,000 veterans were processed last
week during their 12 hour, 3
day work days. Hines is finally organized for VA registered veterans and
those over 65.

Didn’t hurt a bit!
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Biden will be the first president to use the
new Air Force One – here's what we know
about the $5.3 billion aircraft

Volunteers Needed at Hines
Veterans and Friends,
The COVID Clinic at Hines VA Hospital needs
assistance with the vaccination efforts. They are
currently in need of volunteers to escort veterans
who will receive their vaccine. Duties would include directing patients where to go as well as
pushing wheelchairs of patients. Volunteers are
needed during the week and/or weekend.
The Hines volunteer packet must be filled out.
If you have question, telephone Volunteer Services or email Silvestre Cahue:
Volunteer Services: 708-202-2523
Silvestre Cahue:
Silvestre.Cahue@va.gov
(708)202-2940

National Geographic Channel has just premiered
a new documentary special called "The New Air
Force One: Flying Fortress" about the brand-new
$5.3 billion Boeing 747 that's about to go into
service for President Joe Biden.
The program is available on the Nat Geo TV app,
through your television provider's VOD options or
you can buy a digital copy via iTunes, Amazon or
Google Play.
The new plane replaces one that had flown three
decades of presidential missions, serving as the
airborne White House as it carried five presidents around the world. Replacing a piece of
proprietary and highly classified technology
like Air Force One requires intense planning, so
the development and retrofitting of this plane
took years of work.
Of course, no documentary is going to be allowed to give us all of the very best classified intel, but the show does reveal many of the technological improvements that a new plane allowed.

Despite a concerted effort on the part of the Air
Force and President Donald Trump's administraOperation Welcome You Home
tion, the total program is slated to cost $5.3 billion, according to DefenseOne. That price inDid you know the food stamps program, which
cludes the aircraft purchase – around $800 milveterans in need often receive, astonishingly
does NOT consider paper products as essential. lion if purchased new, which they weren't – as
well as the interior completion, special modificaVeterans often go without toilet paper, paper
towels, feminine hygiene products, facial tissues, tions, and a new hangar at Andrews Air Force
Base in Maryland.
disinfecting wipes and other products for themselves and their family members.
Trump had gotten the price of the program down
from $4.4 billion to $3.9 billion, DefenceOne, also
Operation Welcome You Home is hosting a pareported, but that didn't include everything.
per drive benefiting Midwest Shelter for Veterans, in Wheaton, Illinois.
Boeing is keeping the exact cost of the jets a
closely guarded secret, according to DefenseFrom February 1 thru February 28, paper prodOne. The last program to replace the Air Force
ucts can be dropped off at Judd Kendall VFW
One aircraft, which began under President
Post3873, 908 Jackson, Naperville, Illinois.
Ronald Reagan and was completed during the
Please ring the buzzer on the side door and/or
George H.W. Bush administration, only cost
drop off on the porch by the back parking lot.
$660 million, the LA Times reported.
See the flyer on Page 7.
Please consider donating paper goods during the
month of February supporting those who serve
our Country.
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